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CHAP. I. 

Begm:y and DeaA Qf BmMlph^Baak fif 
Dupplin — Accession of Edward Bdlkl t^ 
ike I^roneofScoOmd^and his ISgitto 
E»glmd^BaUk(^M(didonBia9andJS^ 
iim^qfBalioL 

BoBB&T BbucBi the greslest King wlm 
ever wore the Seottish cr^ywn, being deed^ 
as yea haTebeen told, the kkigdom doeend* 
ed to hk son David, who wee eidled David 
the Second, to diBtinguish him from: the 
first King of that name, who reigned about 
a hundred years before. This David the 
Seoondwas only fo«ir years old at his firfhei^e 
death; and although we have seen ehiUbmi 
who thought themsehes very wise at that 
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4 R10£MCY OF B'ANBOLPH. 

age, yet it is not usual to give them the 
management of kingdoms. So Randolph, 
Earl of Moray, of whom yoa have heard so 
•much, heeame what is oalled Regent of the 
kingdom of Scotland ; that is, he exercised 
the royal authority until the King should 
be old enough to take the charge upen him- 
self. This wise provision Jiad been made 
by Bruce, with consent of the Parliament <^ 
'^oUftod, and was very acceptable to tha 
kingdom... 

i.. The RegeiKli was very strict in admims- 
tmog justice^ If a husbandman had the 
plough«-irons stolen from his plough when 
he left them in the field, Randolph caused 
Hifi Sheriff of the county to pay the value; 
beeanse it was the duty of that magistrala 
to jHToteet property left in the open, fields^ 
A fdk>w tried to cheat under colour of this 
law :.he hid his own plough-irons, and pre- 
teii£ng they were stolen, claimed the price 
from the Sheriff, and was paid accordingly 
the estimated value, which was two. shil- 
liags. Baft the fraud being diieoveredy the 
Regent oanwd the man to be hanged*. 
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RAOfiNCY OF KANOOUHt 6 

Upon one oqeasion^ a eriminal who had 
akin a priest, and afterwards fled to Roma 
and done penance there, was brought before 
the Regent The culprit confessed the mar* 
der» but pleaded that he had obtained the 
Pope's pardon* '<The Pope," ssid Raiir 
dolphy ^^ might pardon you for killing a 
priest, but his renussiott cannot aYail yoa 
for murdering a subject of the King of Scot* 
land/' This was asserting a degree of in* 
dependence of the Pope's authority, which 
was very unusual among t^e princes and 
governors of the time. 

While the Regent was sitting in judgment 
at Wigton, in Galloway, a man stspped for? 
ward to complain, that at the very time he 
was speakings a company of has enemies 
were lying in ambush in a neighbouring fo<9 
rest, to put him to death. Baodolph s^nt a 
party of his attendants to seize the men, and 
bring them before hinu << Is it yqu,'' said 
he^ ''wholieinwaittokilltheKuig'sli^g^ 
subjects?— To the gallows with tbem in« 
stantly." 

A 2 
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6 REGBNCY OF RANDOLPH. 

Raiidolpli was to be prdsed for bis jus- 
tice, biit not for his severity. He appears 
Id bave taken a positive pleasure in put- 
ting criminals to death, wbicb marked the 
ferocity of the times and the turn of ii^ own 
(disposition. Having sent his Coroner be- 
fore him to EUandonan Castle in the High- 
lands, to Mcecute certain thieves and rob* 
bers, that officer caused their heads to be 
hung round the walls of the castle to. the 
number of fifty. When Randolph came 
down the lake in a barge, and saw the castle 
adorned witk these grim and bloody heads, 
be said, ** He loved better to look upon them 
than on any garland of roses he had ever 
seen.'* 

The efforts of the Regent to preserve the 
establishment of justice and order, were 
soon interrupted, and he was called upon 
to take measures for the defence of the 
eottntry ; for Robert Bruce was no sooner 
in this grave than the enemies of his family 
began to plot the means of destrojring the 
government which he had established. The 
principal person concerned in these maohi* 
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RBGSMCy or RANDOLPH* 7 

nations was Edward Baliol, the son of UHtt 
John Bfiiliol who was formerly created Kis^ 
of Scotland bj Edward I., and afterwards 
dethroned by him, and committed to pri- 
son, when Edward desired to seise upon the 
country for himself. After being long de- 
tained in prison, John BaUol was at length 
suffered to go to France, where he died in 
obscurity. But bis son Edward Baliol, 
seeing, as he thought, a favourable oppor- 
tunity, resolved to renew the claim of his 
fiither to the Scottish throne. He came over 
to England witii this purpose, and although 
Edward IIL, then King of England, remem* 
bering the late successes of the Scots, Hd 
not think it prudent to enter into a war 
with. them, yet Baliol found a large party 
of powerful English Barons, well disposed 
to aid his enterprise. Their cause of resent- 
ment, was as follows :-— 

When Scotiand was freed -from the do- 
minion of England, all the Englishmen to 
whom Edward the First, or his successors, 
had given lands. within that kingdom, were 
of course deprived of them. But there was 
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8 BKGBNCY OF RANDOLPH. 

another elnss of English proprietorB in Scot« 
htndy who ckdmed estates to which thejr 
succeeded, not by the grant of the English 
princC) but by inheritance from Soottudi 
fiuniliesy to whom they were reUted, aad 
their pretensions were admitted by Robert 
Bruce Umself, at the treaty of peace made 
at Northampton, in 1328, in which it was 
agreed that these English Lords should re* 
eeiTe back their Scottish inheritances. Not- 
withstanding this agreement, Bruce, who 
did not desire to see Englishmen enjoy land 
in Scotland, under what pretext soever, re^ 
fused, or delayed i^ least, to fulfil this part 
of the treaty. Hence, upon the death of 
that monarch, the disinherited Lcnrds re- 
solved to levy forces, and unite them^ 
selves with Edward Btdiol, to recover their 
estates, and determined to invade Scotland 
for that purpose. But their united forces 
did not amount to more than foiu: hun- 
dred men-at-arms, and about four thou- 
sand archers and soldiers of every descrip- 
tion. This was « small army with which to 
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nZJkta 09 EAMBOLFB. 9 

iii'VBde a nation whidi Imd defended itidf 
BO well against the whole English forces; 
hut Seotknd was justly supposed to be 
much weakened by the death ctf her valiant 
Sing, 

. A great misfortone befell the countryi m 
tixe unexpected deiUh of the R^ent Ban« 
^Iph, whose experience and valour mq;ht 
ihava done so much for the protection of 
Scotland. He had assembled an army, and 
Ras busied with preparations for defence 
against the enterprise of Baliol and the dis* 
inherited Lords, when, wasted by a {lainM 
and consuming disorder, he died at Mussel* 
buighyJulylSaS.. The regret of the Scot- 
task nation for the R^ent's deadi was so 
great, that it has occarioned their histo* 
rians to allege that he was poisoned by the 
English ; but for this there seems no Iban^ 
da^n« 

Donald, Earl of Mar, nephew to Robert 
Bruce, was ap^^inted by the Scottish Par* 
liament to be R^;ent in die room of the Earl 
of Moray; but. he was without experience 
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10 BATTI^E OF DUWUN. 

as a 8olclier» and of far inferior talents as a 
man* 

Meantime^ the King of England, still 
affecting to maintain peace with Scotland^ 
prohibited the disinherited Lords* from in^ 
yading Scotland from the English frontier* 
Bat he did not object to their equipping m 
small fleet in an obscore English sea-port^ 
for the purpose of accomplishing the same 
oijject by sea. Tfaejr landed m Fife, widi 
Baliol at their head, and defeated the Earl 
of Fife, who marched hastily to oppose them. 
They then advanoed northward towards 
Dupplin, near which the Earl of Mar krp 
encamped with a large army, whilst atio* 
ther, under the Earl of March, was advan* 
eing from the southern counties of Scotland 
to attack the disinherited Lords on the flank 
and in the rear. 

It seemed as if that small handful of men 
must have been destroyed by the numbers 
collected to oppose them* But Edward Ba- 
liol took the bold resolution of attadking 
the Regent's army by night> and in theiv 
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BATTLE OF DUPPLIN. 11 

camp* WHh this purpose be -orosged the 
EarD} which river divided the two hostile 
trmies* The Earl of Mar had placed no 
fSDtrieS) nor observed any odier of the nsual 
precautions against surprise, and the Engf- 
liah oamei upon his army while the men 
were asleqp and totally unprepared. They 
made a great shraghter amongst the Scots, 
'whose numbers only served to increase the 
eaniiision* The Regent was himself slain, 
wiih tlie Earls of Carrick, of Moray, of 
Mienteith, and many other, men of emi- 
nence. Many thousands of the Scots were 
slain with the sword, smothered in the 
fli^t, or drowned in the river. The Eng^ 
HHk were themselves surprised at gaining, 
with saoh inferior numbers, so great and 
deoided a victory. 

I said that the Earl of March waff advan- 
cing with the southland forces to assist the 
Regeikt. But upon learning Mar*s defeat 
and death, March acted with so little activi- 
ty or spirit, that he was not unjustly sus- 
pected of being favourably inclined to Ba- 
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12 ACCBMIQK OF EDWABD BALIOL 

lioFs cause. That Tictorions genieral now 
attraiaed the crown of Scotland, which wat 
placed upon his head at Scoon; agreat part 
of Scotland surrendered to his authority, 
and it seemed as if the fiitaL battle of Dup» 
plin, fought LBth August, 1SS2, had da* 
stroyed all the advantages whidh had been 
gained in that of Bannockbum. 

Edward. Baliol made an unworthy uae;of 
his success. He hastened again to ac<^ 
knowledge the King of England.as his liege 
lord and superior, although every claim te 
such' supremacy had been renounced, and 
the independence of Scotland exjdicitly ae<» 
knowledged. by the treaty of Northamp- 
ton« He also surrendered to En^and the 
strong town and castle of Berwick, and en-* 
gaged to become his follower in all his wara 
at his own oharges. Edward HI. engaged 
on. his purtto maintain Baliol in possesaipa 
of the crown of Scotland* Thus was tht 
Idngdomi reduced pretty much to the saim 
state of depemdence and sul)^eeti<^ to Ei^ir* 
bind as when the grandfather of Edvwd 
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TO THB THBONE OP SCOTLAND. 13 

plaeed the father of Baliol on the throne; 
in the year 1292, about forty years before. 

Bdi tbe success of Baliol was rather ap-* 
parent than real. The Scottish patriots 
were in possession of many of the strengths 
of the country, and the person of the young 
King David was secured in Dumbarton cas^ 
tie, one of the strongest fortresses in SeoU 
land, or perhaps in the world. 

At no period of her history was Scotland 
derrnd of brave men, able and willing to de-^ 
fbnd her rights. When the scandalous treaty, 
by which Baliol had surrendered the inde- 
pendence of his country to'Edward,- came 
to be known in Scotland, the successors of 
Bruce's companions were naturally among 
the first to assert the cause of freedom. John 
Bandolph, second son of the Regent, had 
formed a secret union with Archibald Dou« 
glas, a younger brother of the Good Lord 
James, and they proceeded to imitate the 
aotioos of their relatives. They suddenly 
assembled a consideraUe force, and attaobt 
ing Baliol,. who was feasting near Annan» 

VOL. II. B ^ T 
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14 BALIOIi's FLIGHT TO ENGLAND, 

tbey cut his guards in pieces, Ulled his bro* 
iher, and chased him out of Scotland, in 
such haste that he escaped on horseback, 
without time to clothe himself^ or even to 
saddle his horse. 

Archibald Douglas, who afterwards be« 
came Earl of Douglas, was a brare man, 
like his fiither, but not so good a general, 
nor so fortunate in his undertakings. 

There was another Douglas, called Sir 
William, a natural son of the Good Lord 
James, who madeagreat figure at this period. 
Although a bastard by birth, he had acquired 
a lai^e fortune by marrying with the heiress 
of the Grahames of Dalkeith, and possessed 
the strong castle of the same mune, with the 
fltilljDaiore important one called the Hermit^ 
age^ a large and massiye fortress situated in 
the wild country of Liddesdale, within three 
i^four miles of the English Border. This Sit 
If^iam Douglas, called usually the Knight 
of Liddesdale, was a very brave man and 
a valiant soldier, but he was fierce, cruel, 
and treacherous, so that he did not keep up 
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BATThE. 6f ttAJblDON HILL. 15 

the repufation of his ihUier tbe Good Loid 
Jamesy as a man of loyalty and honoar, al- 
though he resembled him in military ta« 
lents. 

Besides these champions, all of whom de- 
clared against Balioli there was Sir Andrew 
Murray of BothweU, who had married Chris- 
tian, mster of Robert Bruce, and aunt of the 
young King David. He had so high a re« 
potation that the Scot^tish Parliament ap* 
pointed him Regent^ in room of the Earl of 
Mar, slain at DnppUn. 

Edward IIL of England now formally 
declared war against Scotland, proposing to 
support the cause of Baliol, to take posses- 
sion of Berwick, .which that pretended King 
had yielded up to him, and to chastise the 
Scots for what he called their rebellion. He 
placed himself at the head of a great army, 
and marched towards the frontier. 

In the meantime, the war had begun in 
a manner .most unfavourable for Scotland* 
Sir Andrew Murray, and the Knight of 
liddesdale, were both made prisoners in 
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16 BATTt£ OF HALtDON ttllX* 

separate skirmishes with the English^ and 
their loss at the time was of the worst oeii*^ 
sequence to Scotland. 

Archibald Douglas, the brother, as I have 
just said, of the Good Lord James, was 
hastily appointed Regent, in the room of 
Sir Andrew Murray, and advanced with a 
large army to relieve the town of Berwick, 
then cloisely besieged by Edward IIL with 
all his host. The garrison made a deter<« 
mined defence, and the Regent endeavour- 
ed to relieve them by giving battle to the 
English, in which he showed more courage 
than military conduct 
' The. Scottish army were drawn up oa 
the side of an eminence called Halidon^hilly 
within two miles of Berwick. King Edward 
moved with his whole host to attack lliem. 
The battle, like that of Falkirk and many 
others, was decided by that formidable foroe^ 
the archers of England. They were posted 
in a marshy ground, from which they dis- 
charged their arrows in the most tremen- 
dous and irresistible volleys agidnst the 
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BATTLX OF UALIDOH HILL. IT 

Soots, wbo, drawn up on the slope of the 
hill, were folly exposed to this destmctiTe 
discharge, without having the means of an- 
swering it. 

I have told you before, that these Eng^ 
Ush archers were the best ever known in 
war. They were accustomed to the use 
of the bow from the time they were chil- 
dren of seven years old, when they were 
made to practise with a little bow suited to 
their size and strength, which was every 
year exchanged for one larger and stronger, 
tillthey were ableto draw that of afuIl«grown 
man. Besides being thus familiarized with 
the weapon, the archers of England were 
taught to draw the bow-string to their right 
ear, while other European nations only drew 
it to their breast. If you try the difference 
of the posture, you will find that a much 
longer arrow can be drawn to the ear than 
to the breast, because the right hand has 
more room. 

While the Scots suffered under theig« 
practised and akilful archers, whose arrows 
B 2 
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19 BATTLE OF HALIDOM HII<L. 

fell like hail amongst them, throwing their 
ranks into disorder, and piercing the finest 
armour as if it had been pasteboard, they 
made desperate attempts to descend the htU^ 
and come to close combat. The Earl of Roes 
advanced to the charge, and had he been 
seconded by a sufficient body of the Scottish 
cavalry, he might have changed the fate of 
ihe day ; but as this, was not the case, the 
Earls of Ross, Sutherland, and Mentdih 
were overpowered and slain, with all their 
followers, by the English cavalry, who ad- 
vanced to protect the archers. The defeat of 
the Scots was then complete. A number of 
their best and bravest nobility were slain, 
and amongst them Archibald Douglas, the 
Regent : very many were made prisoners. 
Berwick surrendered in consequence of the 
defeat, and Scotland seemed again to be 
completely conquered by the English. 

Edward once more overran the kingdom, 
seized and garrisoned castles, extorted from 
Edward Baliol, the nominal King, the com- 
plete cession of great part of the southern 
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RSTI7BM or BALIOL. 19 

fMunUee, named •governora of the oastles 
and sheriflb of the coanties, and exercised 
complete aathority, as over a conquered 
country. Baliol, on his part, assumed once 
more the rule of the northern and western 
part of Scotland, which he was permitted 
to retain under the vassalage of the English 
monarch. It was the opinion of most people 
that the Scottish wars were ended, and that 
there no longer remained a man of that nar 
lion who had influence to raise an army, or 
skill to conduct one. 
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CHAP, ir 

Siege of the CasOe of Loch Leven — Battle of 
Kilblene — Siege of Dunbar Castle — Sir 
Andrew Murray — State qf the Country — 
Tournaments, 

The English, a more powerful and richer 
nation, better able to furnish forth and 
maintain large armies, often gained great 
victories over the Scots ; but, in return, the 
Scots had a determined love of indepen- 
dence, and hatred of foreign tyranny, which 
induced them always to maintain their re~ 
sistance under the most unfavourable cir- 
cumstances, and to regain , by slow, stubborn, 
and continued exertions, the losses which 
they sustained. 

Through the whole country of Scotland, 
only four castles and a small tower acknow- 
ledged the sovereignty of David Bruce, 
after the battle of Halidon ; and it is won- 
derful to see how the patriots soon afiier- 
wards changed, by their efforts, that un- 
favourable and seemingly desperate state of 
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BIEQM OF LOCH LBVBH CASTLE. 91 

tldngs. tn the seyeral skirmiahei and InA- 
tles which were fought all over the kbg- 
'domf the Scots, knowing the country, and 
iiaving the good-will of the inhabitanti^ 
were generally saceessful, as also in sor- 
prising castles and forts, catting ott con- 
voys of provisions which were gmng to 
the English, and destroying scattered par- 
ties of the enemy ; so that, by a long and 
incessant course of fighting, the patriots 
gradually regiuned what they lost in great 
battles. I will tell you one or two of the 
incidents which befell during this bloody 



Loch Leven Castle, situated on an island 
upon a large lake, was one of the four which 
held out in name of David the Bruce^ and 
would not submit to Edward Baliol. The 
governor was a loyal Scotsman, called Aban 
Vipont, assisted by Jaqnes or James Lamby. 
The castle was besieged by Sir John Stirling, 
a follower of Baliol, with an army of Eng- 
lish* As the besiegers dared not approach 
the island with boats, Stirling fell on a sin^ 
> gular device to oUige the garrison to Barren- 
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28 SISOK OF JsOeU liKVKll CilBTUk 

der. These Is a small riyericdledtlieLeyei^ 
which rans out of the eastern extremity of 
the lake, or loch. Across this stream the 
besiegers reared a very strong and lofty 
mound, or barrier, so as to prevent the war 
ters of the Leyen from leaving the lake* 
They expected that the waters of the lake 
would rise in consequence of bring thus 
confined, and that they would overflow the 
island, and oblige Yipont to surrender* 
But Yipont sending out at dead of night a 
small boat with four men, they made a breach 
in the mound, and the whole body of water^ 
breaking forth with incredible fury, swept 
away the tents, baggage, and troops of the 
besiegers, and nearly destroyed thdr army. 
The remains of theEngliehmound ase shown 
to this day, though some doubt has been ex- 
pressed as to the truth of the incident. It is 
certain the English were obliged to raise 
the siege with loss. 

While these wars were proceeding with 
increased fury, the Knight of liddesdale, 
and Sir Andrew Murray of Bothwell, re- 
turned to SootUnd, having bebn freed from 
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their impriflonment, by paying a lai^e ran- 
som ; the Earl of March also embraced the 
party of David Bruce. An equally brave 
champion was Sir Alexander Ramsay of 
Dalwolsy, who, placing himself at the head 
ef a brave troop of young Scotsmen, chose 
for his residence the large caves which are 
still to be seen in the glen of Roslin, from 
which he used to sally forth^md fight with 
the Englidinlen and their adherents. From 
this place of refuge he sometimes made ex- 
cursions asfarasNorthumberland,and drove 
spoil from that country. No young Scottish 
soldier was thought fit to pretend to any re- 
nown in arms unless he had served in Ram- 
say'^s band. 

A considerable battle was fought in the 
North of Scotland, which turned to the ad« 
vantage of the young King. Kildrummie 
Castle was one of the four which held out 
for David Bruce. It was defended by King 
David's aunt, a venerable matron, Chri»- 
tian Bruce, the wife of Sir Andrew Mur- 
ray, and the sister of the brave King Ro- 
liert ; for in those warlike days wonien com* 
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manded castles, and sometimes foaght in 
battle. This castle, which was one of the 
last places of refuge for the patriots, was 
besieged by David Hastings, the Earl of 
Athole, one of the disinherited Lords, who, 
baying changed sides more than once da- 
ring the war, had at length tarned entirely 
to the English party. Sir Andrew Marray 
of Bothwell, who had resamed his office of 
Regent, resolved to assemble the strongest 
force which the patriots coald muster, and 
oalling together the Knight of Liddesdale, 
Ramsay, and the Earl of March, he moved 
against the Earl of Athole, to compel him 
to raise the siege of Kildrummie, and relieve 
its heroic defender. All these great nobleiBi 
were unable to ridse above one thousand 
men, while Athole had three times that 
number under his command. 

But as the Scots approached the territo* 
ry of Kildrummie, they were joined by one 
John Craig. This gentleman belonged to the 
royalists of Scotland, but having been made 
prisoner by the Earl of Athole, he had agreed 
to pay a large ransom, and the morrow was 
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the tfaoM appointed for p^rment. Ha ' 
therefore anxioaB to bringabout tlie defeat or 
death of Athole before the money was paid 
to hiniy and thus to eave his ransom. With 
tfus purpose, he conducted the Scotsmen 
tiirongh the forest of Braemar, where they 
were joined by the natives of that territory, 
and thns came suddenly on the Earl of 
Athole^ who lay encamped in the forest, 
Alhole started up in surprise when he saw 
the enemies appear so unexpectedly; but 
he was a stout-hearted man, though fickle 
in his political attachments. He looked at 
a great rock which lay bende him, and 
swore an oath that he would not fly that day. 
nntil that rock should show him the exam* 
pie. A small brook divided the two parties. 
The Knight of Liddesdale^ who led the van 
of the Scots^ advanced a little way down 
the bank on his side, then, taking his spear. 
by the middle, and keeping his own. men. 
back with it, he bade them %Ef, which occa- 
sioned some murmurs. The Earl of Athole, 
sseing this pause, exclaimed, '< These men 
roh. II. c 
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are half discomfited ;" and rushed to charge 
thenif followed by his men in some disorder. 
When they had passed the brook, and were 
ascending the bank on the other side» — 
^ Now is our time," said the Knight of Lid- 
desdale, and charged down hill with level* 
led lances, bearing Atfaole's followers back- 
wards into the ford. He himself, disdaining 
quarter, was slain under a great oak-tree. 
This was the battle of Kilbleney fought oa 
Saint Andrew's day^ 1385. 
- Among the warlike exjdoits of this periodf 
we must not forget the defence of tbi Castle 
of Dunbar by the celebrated Countess of 
March. Her lord, as we have seen, had 
embraced the side of David Bruce, and had 
taken the field with the Regent. The Coun- 
tess, who from her complexion was termed 
Black Agnes, by which name she is still 
Beaniliarly remembered, was a h]gh««pirited 
and courageous woman, the daughter of 
that Thomas Ibuidolph, Earl of Moray^ 
whom I have so often mentioned^ and the 
heiress of his valour and patriotisnu The 
Castle of Dunbar itself was very strong, 
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iMingbiiilt Upon aoludn of rodcB ttvitdABg 
into the sea^ haviag only one peange to the 
mainland, wfakh xvas wAX fortified. It wae 
besieged by Montague^ Barl of Salisbnryy 
who employed to destroy iti waUs great 
mOitary engines, eonetrneCed to throw hoge 
stones, with whieh maohines fortifieatioas 
wore attacked before the nse of cannon. 

Black Agnes set all his attempts at d»* 
fiance, and showed herself with her maids 
on the walls of the castle, wiping the ^aoes 
where the huge stones fell with a clean towely 
as if they could do no ill to her easUe, sate 
Taising a little dost, whicii a naj^dn eoiili 
wipe away* 

The Earl of Salisbory then oomnumdsd 
them to bring forward to the assault an 
engine of another kind, being a species ef 
wooden shed, or house, rolled forward on 
wheels, with a roof of peculiar strengdi, 
which, from resembling the ridge of a hog's 
back, occasioned the machine to be called a 
Sow. This, according to the old mode of 
warfare, was thrust up to the walls of a bo- 
deged eastte or mty, and served to proteot 
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from tiie arrows and stones of the berfegedm 
party of soldiers placed within the sow, who 
were in the meanwhile to undeitaina.tbe 
wall) or break an entmnee through it with 
pickaxes and mining tools. When the Coun- 
tess of March saw this engine advanced to 
Ijbe walls of the eastk, she called out to the 
Earlof Salisbury in derision, and maUnga 
JEbdof rhyme^-« 

** Beware, Montagow, 
For &rrow shall thy sow.** 

At the same time she made a (^;nal, and a 
lii^ trBgaumi rf rock, whidk huiig pr^or 
red for the purpose, was dropped down from 
Ihe wall upon the sow, whose roof was thus 
dbshed to pieces^ As the ]&iglidi 8oldiei% 
who had been within it, were runnii^ as 
Ast as th^ could to get out of the way of 
iikd arrows and stones from the wall. Black 
Agnes called out, << Bdiold the littw of 
English pigs !" 

The Earl of Salisbury could jest also on 
such serious occasicHis. One day he rode 
near the walls with a knight dfemed in ar- 
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mourof p'oof) hamng three ibkb of mail oveir 
«n aeloiiy or leaAetn jaricet ; notwitlietend> 
ing wliidiyone William Speae shotan arrow 
with such force tbat it penetn^ed all these 
defences, and reached the heartof the wearer. 
^ That is one of my lady's loTe^tokens/' 
and the Earl, as he saw the knight fidl dead 
Imn his horse. <^ Black Agnes's love-shafta 
pierce to the heart." 

Upon another occasion, the Countess of 
March had wellnigh made the Earl of Sa- 
lisbury her prisoner. She made one of her 
people enter into treaty with the besiegers, 
pretending to betray the castle. Trusting 
to this agreement,, the Earl came at mi^ 
night before the gate, which he found open, 
and the portenllis drawn up. As Salisbury 
was about to enter, one John Copland, a 
squire of Northumberland, pressed on before 
him, and as soon as he passed the threshold, 
the portcullis was dropped, and thus the 
Soots missed their principid prey, and madto 
prisoner only a person of inferior condition. 

At Iragth, the Castle of Dunbar was re- 
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lieved by Alexander Ramsay of Dalwoby, 
who brought the Countess supplies by sea 
both of men and prorisions. The Earl of 
Salisbury) learning this, despaired of sue- 
eess, and raised th6 si^e^ which had lasted 
.nin^»en weeks. The minstrds made songs 
in praise of the persevenmce and oonrage 
of Kack Agnes. The following lines are 
nearly the sense of what is preisnnsd : 

She kept a stir in tower and trench, 
That brawling Ixdeteroiu Soottlsh wMch ; 
Cme I early, came I lale^ 
I found Agnes at tlie gatOi 

The bra^e Sir Andrew Murray of Both- 
well, the Regent of Seotbind, died in 1398, 
while the war was raging on all sides. He 
was a good patriot, and a great loss to hk 
coontry, to whidi he had rendered the beh- 
est services. There is a story told of him, 
whidi shows how composed he oovld be in 
eircmnstances of great danger. He was in 
llie Highlands with a small body of follow* 
ers, when the King of England came upon 
himwithanarmyof twenty thousand. The 
Regent heardihe news, but, being then about 
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to hmr mMs; dU a«A ^niiU Ui derotaeai to 
bewterrnpledL Wben maiB was ended, die 
feople around him preaied him to ordera 
retreat; << There is no hasten" «dd Mor- 
rajy oomposeAy* At length, his horse was 
l^Mra^ht oat» he was about to moont, and aU 
eoEpeeled that Ihe retreat was to eommenfla 
But the Regent observed that a strap of hk 
armour had given way, and tiiis interpoN 
sed new debys. He sent ftnr a particohit 
ooieriont of which he took a pieoeof skin, 
and eut and formed with his own hand» and 
with much deliberation^ the strap which he 
wanted* By this time» the English weie 
drawing very near, and as they wei^ so 
many in number, some of the Scottidi 
kn^jhts afterwards told die historian who 
narrates the incident, that no spaoB of time 
ever seemed so long to them astbat whidiSir 
Andrew employed in entting that thong of 
kathor. Now, if this had been done in a mere 
vaaating or bragging manner, it would havte 
bemi the behaviour of a vainr|^rious fool. 
But Sir Andrew Murray had abready fixed 
upcm the mode of his tetreat, and he knew 
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that every qmptom of coolness Imd dettbera^ 
ticHi which he might show would rendar his 
men steady and compoeed in their torn, from 
beholding the confidence of their leader. He 
«t length gave the word, and, putting him- 
fldf at the head of his followers, made a 
most masterly vetreat, during which the 
English, notwithstanding their numbers, 
were unable to obtain any advantage over 
Um, so well did the Regent ayall himself of 
the nature of the ground. 

You may well imagine, my dear childy 
that during these long and terriUe wars 
which were waged, when castles were de- 
fended and taken^ prisimers made, many 
battles fought, and numbers ef men wound- 
ed and slain, the state of the country of 
Scotland was most miserable. There was 
no finding refr^ or protection in tiie law, 
at a time when everytldng was decided by 
the strongest arm and the longest swivd. 
There was no use in raising crops, when 
the man who sowed them was not, in all pro«> 
labili ty, permitted to reap the grain* There 
was Utile religious devotion where so much 
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vioknee prevaifed; and the hearts of ttan 
people became so maeh inelined to acts of 
hbod and fary, that all lawa of faiunanity 
and diarity were tranqpraeeed withoat eeru* 
pie. People were found starved to death 
m the woods with their families, while the 
eountry was so depopulated and void of otd- 
tivation, that the wiU deer came but of the 
remote woods, and approached near to cities 
and the dwellings of men. Whole fiunilies 
were reduced to eat grass, and others, it is 
said^ found a more horrible aliment in the 
ieriioftlmrfdlowGreatores. One wretch 
used to set traps for human beings as if for 
wild beasts, and subsisted on their flesh. 
This cannibal was called Christian of the 
Cleek, from the deck mt hook which he 
used in his horrid traps* 

In the middle of all these horrors, the 
English and Scottish knights and nobles, 
when there was any truce between the coun- 
tries, supplied the place of the wars in which 
they were commonly engaged, with tourn^ 
meats and games of chivalry* These were 
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meetings not for the express purpose of 
fighting, bat for that of trjring whidi was 
the best man-at-arms. But instead of wrest* 
ling, leaping, or riinnin§f raees on foot or 
horse, ihe< fashion then was that the genfle«> 
men tilted t<^ther, that is, rode against eadi 
other in armoar with their long lanoes, and 
tried which ooald bear the other out of the 
saddle, and throw him to the groond. • Some^ 
times they fought on foot with swords and 
axes, and although all was meant in ooui>- 
tesy and fair play, yet lives were often lost 
in this idle manner, as much as if the con*- 
test had been carried on with the purpose 
of armed battle. In later times they fought 
with swords purposely blunted on the edge, 
and with lances which had no steel point; 
but in the times wespeakof at present, tihey 
used in' tilts and tournaments the same 
weapons which they employed in wars. 

A very noted entertainment of tins kind 
was giyen both to Scottish and En^^ish 
champions by Henry of Lancaster, then 
called Earl of Derby, and afterwavds King 
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Hmry lY. of England. He invited Om 
Knight of Liddesdalot the Good Sir AIexan« 
der R«nMy» and aboal twenty other dis- 
tinguished Scottish meU) to a tilting match^ 
which took place near Berwick, After re* 
oeiving and entertaining his Scottish guests 
nobly, the Earl of Derby began to inquiro 
at Ramsay in what manner of armour tha 
knights should tilt togeliher* 

** With shields of plate," said Ramsay, 
<< such as men use in toomaments." 

This may be supposed a peculiarly weigh- 
ty and strong kind of armour, intended 
merely for this spedes of encounter. 

«« Nay,'' said the Earl of Derby, << we 
shall gun little if we tilt in such safety ; 
let us rather wear the lighter armour which 
we wear in battle." 

** Content are we," answered Sir Alex- 
ander Ramsay, ** to fig^t in our silk dou* 
blets, if such be your lordship's pleasure." 

The Knight of Liddesdale was wounded 
on the wrist by the splinter of aspear, and 
was oUigod to desist from the exercise. A 
s 
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Seottish knight, calledS!rPiitrickG«a]iaaie^ 
tilted with a warlike English Baron namaA. 
Talbot, whose life was saved by his wear- 
ing two breastplates. The Scottish lance 
pierced through both^ and sunk an inck 
into the breast. Had he been only armed 
as according to agreement, Talbot had been 
a dead man. Another English knight 
challenged the Grahame at supper time, to 
ran three courses with him the next day. 

<< Dost thou ask to tilt with me?'* said 
the Grahame ; ** rise early in the morning, 
confess your sins, and make your peace 
with God, for you shall sup in Paradise.". 
Accordingly, on the ensuing morning, 
Grahame run him through the body with; 
his lance, and he died on the spot. Another. 
English knight was also slain, and one of 
the Scots mostally wounded. William Ram- 
say was bome through the helmet with a*, 
lance, the splinter of the broken spear ror 
maining in his skull, and nailing his helmet 
to his head. As he was expected to die <mi 
the qiot, a priest was sent for, who heard 
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<< Al^ it is a goody sigh V quoth tbe 
good Earl <rf Depbjr, much odified by thii 
«pectacle» ^* to 0ee a knight make his shrift 
(that isy ocmfessioti of his nns) in his hel« 
iMt. God send me sneh an ending P 
V Bat when the dirift was over, Alexander 
Ramsay, tp whom tiiewioanded knight was" 
brother, or kinsman, made him lie down at 
full length, and with surgery as rough as 
their pastime, held his friend's head down 
with his foot, while, by main strength, he 
pulled the fragment of the spear out of the 
helmet, and out of the wound. Then Wil- 
liam Ramsay started up, and said, << that 
he should do well enough.'* 

<< Lo ! what stout hearts men may bear," 
said the Earl of Derby, as much admiring 
the surgical treatment as he had done the 
religious. Whether the patient lived or died, 
does not appear. 

In fixing the prizes, it was settled that 
the English knights should decide which 

VOL. II. D « 
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of the Soofttigh had done best, and thaS«ot« 
tish should, in like manner, judge the va- 
lonr of the English. Much equity, was 
shown in the decision, on both ndes, and 
the Earl of Derby was munificent in distri* 
bution of gifts and jHrioes. This may serve 
to show you the amusements of this stirring 
period) of which war and danger were the 
•port as well as the swious occupation. 
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CHAP. IIL 

. ■ . ; f 

Departure ofEdmcard BaHolfrcm SeoUand^ 

• BeiurnofIksMU.—DeaAofSirAkxan^ 

der BanMop—Deaih oftkelimgktofLid^ 

desdtde— Batik ^ Nevill^g Crm^^Capti^ 

tnfy,Liberaiion^mdIkaAqfKinffDmnd^ 

NoTWiTHSTANBiNa tbe valiant defence' 
maintained by the Scots, their country vnaf 
rednced to a most disastrous state, by the 
continued wars of Edward III., who Was a 
wise and warlike King as ever lived. Could 
he have turned against Scotland the whole 
power *of his kingdom, he might probably* 
have eflRdcted the complete conquest, whioh 
had been so long attempted in vain. But 
while the wars in Scotland were at the 
hottest, Edward became also engi^ed in hos-^ 
tiHties with France, having laid claim to 
the crown of that kingdom. Thus he waa 
obliged to slacken his efibrts in Scotland, 
and the patriots began to gain ground de- 
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dnvely in the dreadful qontest wUcb was 
so obstinately maintained on both sides. 

The Scots sent an embassy to obtain 
money and assistance from the French, and 
they reeetTod auppUes of both, wfaidi ena^ 
bled them to reeover their casdes and towns 
fiNun ihe Bngliah. 

' Edinbor^ Castle was taken from the 
inTaders by a stratagem. The Knight of 
Liddesdale, with two hundred chosen men, 
embarked at Dundee, in a m«rehant venel 
wmmandsd by one William Curry. The 
shipmaster, on their arriyal at Ijeith, wMt 
with a party of hja sailors to Hm Castle», 
earryiog barrels of wiao Md hampers of 
proirisioktts, which he protended it was hia 
deeuro to sell to the English governor aad 
his garrison. But getting wtoince' at the 
gate^ under this pretexl^ tiiey raised the war 
shout of Douglas^ and the Knight of Lid- 
desdale rushed in with his sdUUers and se- 
cured the Castle» Perth, and other import* 
attt'plaoes, were also retaken by the ScotSf 
and £dmu^ Buliol ^retired out of the ooun«- 
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tryt indespairef rnddag goodkispittteii* 
rions to tbe crown. 

The noble» of Seeiland» finding. the af* 
ftks of the kingdom ni6re jM^osperous, now 
eame to the resolulion of bringing back 
from Fnuice» where he had retided for aafe- 
ty, their young King, David II«» and his eonp 
eolrt, Queen JeaiUMu They arrived in 1341. 

David II. was etiU a youth, neither did 
be poasess. at any period of life the wisdom 
and talents of his father, the great King 
Bobert. The nobles of Scotland had her 
oome eoeh a petty prince on his own estates ; 
ihey made war on each other as they had 
done upon the English, and the poor King 
possessed no power of restraining them. 
A most melonchely instance of this discord 
4ook phuae, shortly after the young King's 
ireturn from France* 

I have told you how Sir Aleacander Ram- 
eay and the Knight of Liddesdale assisted 
each other in fighting against the English, 
They were great friends and companions in 
arms. But Ramsay, having taken by stem 
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tb» stroiiff Casde «f Roadbmgii, t1i# liiu^ 
bestowed on him the office of Sheriff of that 
ooanty, which was More enjoyed by the 
Kfiight of Liddesdale* As this was placing 
anotiber person in his room, the Soiight cf 
Liddesdale ahogetber forgot his old firiend* 
ship for Ramsay, and resolved to put him 
to death. He came suddenly upon Mm 
with a strong party of men, wlnle he was 
administering jusUce at Hawick. Ramsay, 
having no susj^cion of injury from die hand 
of his old comrade, and having few aMn 
with him, wss easily ov<»rpowered, and 
being wonaded, was hurried away to the 
londy Castle of the Hernntage, wbiA 
stands in the middle of the morasses of 
Liddesdale. Here he was ihrow^i into a 
dungeon, where he had no ether WMtenanee 
except some grain whidi fell down from a 
granary above ; and after lingering a little 
while in that dreadful condition, the brave 
Sir Alexander Ramsay died* Tim was in 
1S41. More than five hundied years aftsf^ 
wards, that is, about forty years ago, a ma* 
son, digging amongst the ruins of Hermit- 
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age Gasliey bfdfie into a doDgeon, wlMTelay 
a quantity of diaff,aonieluiiaanboii6ay wad 
a bridle bit, which were suppoied to wobA 
the vaidt as Ae place of Ranmy's death. 
The bridle bit was given to grandpapa, whf 
presented it to the present gallant Earl of 
Dalhousie, a brave soldier, like his adeester 
Sir .^zander Ramsay^ from whom he is 
lineally deseeaded. 

The King was mneh displeased at the 
«emmission of so great a crime on the peiw 
son of so faithful a sabjeot He made some 
attempts to avenge the mnrder^ but the 
Knight of liddesdale was too powerful to 
be pvnidied, and the King was obliged to 
veemve him again into friendship and cohf- 
£dencew But God in his own good time 
revenged this cruel murder. About five 
years after the crime was committed, the 
Knight of liddesdale was taken prisoner 
by the English at the battle of NevilleTs 
Cross, near Durham, and is suspected ef 
havi^ obtained his liberty by entering into 
a tieacherous league with the English me*- 
narch. He had no time to carry his trea^ 
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votiy liaw^ver, into eflhct*; for, ihortiy afieir 
tik liberation^ he was slain whilst hunt- 
ing in Ettriek FOTest» by his near relation 
and godson, William Lord Douglas. The 
fiaee where he fell was called from his 
same, William-hope. It is a pity that the 
Knight of liddesdale committed that greal^ 
<3rime of murdering Ramsay» and entered 
into the treasonable treaty with the King 
of England. In other respects, he was rank- 
ed so high in public esteem, that he was 
called the Flower of Chivalry ; and tn old 
writer has said of him, ^^ He was terrible in 
«rm8, modest and gentle in peace, the 
ecourge of England, and the buckler and 
•wall of Scotland ; one whom good success 
never made presumptuous, and whom evil 
fortime never discounted." 

We return to the state of Scotland at the 
time when the young King has restored. Bat- 
tles and skirmishes were fought on all sides $ 
Imt the Soots having gained back the whole 
4of their own country, the war became less 
inveterate ; and although no settled peace 
took place> yet truces^ to endure for a cer^ 
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Uin number of months and years, were 
agreed npon from time to time; and the 
English faiatorians allege that the Scottish 
nation were always ready to break them 
when a tempting opportunity occurred. 

Sach a truce was in existence about 1346, > 
when Edward the Third being absent in: 
France, and in the act of besieging Calais^ 
David was induced, by the pressing and. 
urgent counsels of the French King, to re*, 
new the war, and profit by occasion of the 
King's absence from England. The yopng 
King of Scotland raised accordingly a large 
army, and entering England on the west 
frontier, he marched eastward towards Dur- 
ham, harassing and wasting the country 
with great severity ; the Scots boasting, that, 
BOW the King and his nobles were absoity 
there were none in England to oppose them» 
save priests and base mechanics. 

But they were greatly deceived. The 
lords of the northern counties of England^! 
tc^ether with the Archbishop of York, as- 
semhled a gallant army. They defeated 
the yanguard of the Scots, and i^ne i^n 
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the main body by surprised The English' 
army, in which there were many ecclesias-* 
tics, bore, as their standard, a crucifix, dis-^ 
played amid the banners of the nobility.: 
The Scots had taken post among some in- 
closures, which greatly embarrassed their 
movements, and their ranks remaining sta- 
tionary, were^ as on former occasions, de« 
stroyed by the English arrows. Here Sir 
John Grahame offered his services to dis**' 
perse the bowmen, if he were intrusted 
with a body of cavalry* Biit although this 
was the movement which decided the bat* 
tie of Bannockburn^ he could not obtaiiK 
the means of attempting it* In the mean-t 
time the Scottish army fell fast into disor-* 
der* The King himself fought bravely* in 
the midst of his nobles, and was wounded 
twice with arrows* At length he was cap* 
tured by Johii Copland, a Northumberland 
gentleman ; the same who was made pri- 
soner at Dunbar* He did not secure hia 
royal captive without resistance ; for in the 
Struggle^ the King dashed out two of Cop-, 
land's teeth with his dagger. The left wing 
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of tbe Sootlbh armjr dmiinued fightitig long 
after the rest were routed, and at length, made^ 
a safe retreat It was commanded by tliee 
Steward of Scotland and the Earl of MarcL, 
Very many of the Scottish nobility were 
slain ; Tery many made prisoners. The 
Eang himself was led in triumph througb 
the streets of London, and committed to the 
Tower a close prisoner. This battle waa 
fought at Neville's Cross, near Durham, on. 
17th October, 1346. 

Thus was another great victory gained 
by the English over the Scots. It was fol^ 
lowed by fisirther advantages, which gave 
ihe victors for a time possession of the coun-. 
try from the Scottish Border, as far as tha 
Yerge of Lothian. But the Scots, as usual,, 
vrere no sooner compelled to momentary! 
submission, than they b^an to consider the 
means of shaking off the yoke. 

William Douglas,, son to that Douglas 
who was killed at Halidon Hill, near Ber^ 
^ick, now displayed his share of that cou- 
rage ^nd conduct which seemed the birth* 
right of that extraordinary family. He re-* 
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covered his own teniftoiiet of Boii^aMhlei 
drove the EDglish out of Ettrick Foresty 
«nd aasisted die inhabitants of Teviotdalo 
in regaining their independence. 

On this occasion^ indeed, the invasion of 
the English was not attended with the same 
extensively bad effects as on former victories 
obtained by them. The title of Baliol was 
not again set np, and that nominal sove*' 
tmgn surrendered to the English monarch 
all his right and interest in the kingdom 
of Scotland, in testimony of which he pre- 
sented him a handfol of earth belonging to 
the eonntry, and a crown of gold* Edward, 
in reward of this sarrender of the Scottish 
crown, fixed a large annual income upon 
Baliol, who retired from puUic affiurs, and 
lived ever afterwards in such obscurity, 
that historians do not even record the pe« 
riod of his death. Nothing which he after- 
wards did bore the same marks of cou- 
rage and talent, as the enterprise in which 
he commanded the Disinherited Bfurons, 
and obtained the great victory at the battle 
of Dupplin. It seems thwefore likely, that 
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behodtq^ that ooeawmAmie 
ythidi he did not afterwurdi enjoy. 
- Edward IIL waa not more fortoaato nt 
makiai^ war on Seotiuid in hia own nnmof 
than when he naed the pretext of aapport-^ 
mg BelioL He marched into Baai»Loduan 
in spring 1366, .and committed auoh ni-i 
vmgtB that the period was long marked by 
the name of Ae Burned Candlema$s, because 
so many towns and ^flk^fes were bnmed* 
But the Soots btd removed erery species of 
provisions which could be of use to the in** 
vsders, and avoided a gmieral battle, while 
they engaged in a number of skirmidies. In 
thb manner Edwardwas compelled to retreat 
mit of Scotland, after sustaining much loss. 

After the fidkre of this e«ot% Edward 
seems to have despaired of the conquest of 
Seothndy and entered into terms for a 
4ruce, and for setting the King at liberty. 

Thus David 11. at l^gth obtamed Ins 
freedom from the English, after he had been 
detained in prison eleven years. The Scots 
agr^ to pay a ransom of one hundred thou* 
sand marks, a heavy charge on a country al* 
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ways poor, and exUeiiisted by the late' warij 
The people were so delighted to see the King 
once more, that they followed hhn every- 
where ; and, which shows therndenessofiUke 
times, broke even into his private chamber, 
till, incensed at their troublesome and intru-^ 
sive loyalty, the King snatched a mace from 
an officer,and broke with his own royal.hand 
the head of the liegeman who was nearest 
to him. After, this f ebiike, aaith the histo* 
nan, he was permitted to be private in hii 
apartment. : * 

The latter years of diis Xiog's life have 
nothing very remarkable, excepting, that 
after the death of Joanna of England, his 
first wife, he made an imprudent marriage 
with one Margaret.Lc^e, a wooian of great 
leauty, but of obscure family ; he was af- 
terwards divorced or separated from her. 
He had no children by either of his wivea» 
David the Second died at the age of forty- 
seven years, in the Castle of Edinburgh, 
22d February, 1370-1. He had reigned fi«* 
ty-two years, of which eleven were spent 
in captivity. 
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CHAP. IV. 

Aecesswn of Robert Stewart^War of 18a6» 
and.Arrw(U^JohndeVieHneinSc(4kmd 

. —Battle' of Ckierbum— Death (f JSUbert 
IL 

' As David the Seoond died ohildleM» the 

^nial<» Uoe of his father^ the great Rohert 

Brace, was at aH end; But the attaehment 

of the Seottishtiatien naturally tamed tothe 

line of that heroic prince, and they resolTed 

' to confer the crown on a grandson of his 

' by the mother's side. Marjory, the daughter 

of Robert Bruce, had married Walter,, the 

Lord' High Steward of Scotland, and the 

nxih of hisfiiimily who had enjoyed that 

high Agnity, in consequence of possessing 

which the family had acquired the somame 

of Stewart Thia Walter Stewart, with his 

- wile. Malory, . w^re ancestors of that long 
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line of Stewarts who afterwards ruled Scot- 
land, and came at length to be Kings of 
England also. The last King of the Stew- 
art fiunily lost his kingdoms at the great 
national Revolution in 1688, and his son 

4uid grandsons died in eadle. Tlie female 
line b&Ye possession of die erfiwn at this 
.moment^ in the person of our sovereign. 
King George the Fourth. When, therefore, 
you hear of the line of Stewart, you will 

'know (bii the descendants of Walter Stew* 

.art and Maijory Bruce are the Cunily meant 
by that term. It is said, ihat the Stewarts 
were deacended from Fleance, the son of 
Banquo, whose posterity the witches deda- 

: red wore to be Kings of Scotland, and who 
was murdered by Macbeth. But this seo^s 

: a very doubtful tradition* 

Walter, the Steward of Scotland, who 
married Brace's daughter, was a gaUant 

, man, and fought bravely at Bannockburn, 
where he had a higfa command. But be 
died young, and mnch regretted. Robert 
Stewjfft, bis son by Maijory Brucei grand- 
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son, of coarse, of King Robert^ was the 
-person now ealled to tbe throne; He wiss 
« good and kind-tempered prince. When 
yoang he had been a brave solder ; bnt he 
was now fifty-five years old, and subject to 
n violent inflammation in his eyes, which 
Tendered them as red as blood* From these 
reasons he lived a good deal retired, and 
was not active enough to be at the head of 
a fierce and unmanageable nation like the 
-Scots. 

'■ ' Robert Stewart's ascent to the throne was 
nof unopposed, for it vras claimed by a for- 
midable oompetifor. This was William Earl 
of Douglas. That family, in which so many 
great men had arisen, was now come to a 
'great pitch of power aind prosperity,, and 
possessed almost a sovereign authority iii the 
-south parts of Scotland. The Earl of Dou<* 
glas was on the present oceadon induced U> 
-depart from his ola^, upon his son being 
married with Buphemia,' the daughter of 
Robert XL Stewart therefore was crowned 
^without farther opposition. But the ^extreme 

^ ^ Digitized by Google 



54 WAE OF 138d, 

poww of the Douglasses, wlueh raised Unm 
almost to a level with the crown^ was afteiv 
'wards the occasion of great national com«- 
inotioD and distress. 

There were not many things of m^ 
ment in ihe Ustory of Bdbert IL Bat the 
wars with England were less freqnenty and 
ihe Scots had learned a bettef wiay of eon" 
ducting them* The following instances may 
-be selected. 

In 1S85, the French finding themsdves 
hard pressed by the English in their own 
•ooontry, resolred to send an army into 
Scotland, to assist that nation in making war 
upon the English, and thus finding waA for 
4he latter people at home. Tliey sent, there- 
fore, one tiioosand men-at*amis, laii^it% 
and sqiures, that is, in full armoor; and as 
oacb of these had foot or fire soldiers under 
him, the whole force was very considerable. 
They sent also twdve hundred snits of oom^ 
plete armour to the Scots, with a large mm 
of money, to assist them to make war. This 
great force was commai|ded by John de 
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inmn9f H]gh«Adfflinl of Sniiioe^ a htvrm 
and dktiiipiidied general. 
. In ilia meantuney die King of Rngland^ 
Badiard II., ranuaoiied togeih6r» on his side^ ' 
a larger army parhapa than a King of Eng^ 
land had eyer befim oononanded, and moved 
towards the Scottish Border. The Soots also 
assembled hu^ forces, and the French Ad- 
miral expooted there woidd be a great pitob«* 
ed batde. He said to the Scottish nobles» 
<< You haye always said, that if you had 
some handred of Erench aun«at««rms to 
help you, you would give battle to the Eng^ 
Uah. Vaw^ hare we are to giva you aid— - 
Let us giro battle." 

The Scottish noUea anawered, that they 
wmild not run so great a haaardf as risk ills 
iate of the country in one battle; and one of 
them, probably Douglas, conveyed John da 
yitnne to a narrow pas% where, unseen 
IhemselYeB, they asight see the army of 
Enj^and march through. The Scot made 
the Admiral nmark the great mdithadb 
of aichers, the number and high discipli n e 
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of the EnglMh meo'^t-ahnfi, and then askecT 
the Frenchman, as a soldier, whether 'he> 
could advise the Scottish to oppose these 
olouds of archers with a few ill-trained 
Highland bowmen, or encounter with tfamr 
small trotting nags the onset <tf the brilliant 
chivalry of England. 

■ The Admiral de Vienne- could not hot 
own tihat the risk was 'too unequal. <^ But 
yet, if you do not fight," . he said, <* what do- 
you mean to do ? .If you do not oppose thitf 
gf eat force, the English will destroy your 
country." . . 

<^ Let them de their worst,", said Dou^ 
glas, smiling ; << they will find but little to 
destroy. Our people are all retired into 
woods, hills, and morasses, and htffo driven 
off their cattle, whiohis their only property, 
along with them. , The English will find 
nothing either to take away or to eat. The 
liooses.of the gentlemen are small towers, 
with thick walls,.which even fire will not 
destroy; as for the oomaMm people, they 
dwell in mere hiits,.and if the Engliiliehoose 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



WAB OF 1S8&. S% 

to bvni timin»a &w trees firon the wood is all 
ftbat ia neceBsary to bufld them up again." 

<^ But what will you do with your army 
if you do not jBf ht t** aaid die Frenehman ( 
«< and how will yoar people oidare the db* 
iMMy and frmin^ and plander» which nuiat 
be the conseqaeneee of the inyaaion T* 

, ^* Yoo 8haU eee that our army will not 
lie idle," said Douglas ; << and as Cmt our 
.Sodttisli' people, they will endure pillage, 
and they will endure bmiMf and every 
other extremity of war ; but they will not 
endure an En^ish master." 

The etent showed the truth of what Dou- 
glas had said. Thegrestarmy of Englaad 
-entered Scotland on the eastern side of Ae 
firontiery and mardbed on, much embarrass^ 
ed and distressed for want of prons]on% 
laying wasto the villages and what pro* 
perty they found, but finding very little 
to destroy, and nothing to subsist upon. 
On the contrary, no sooner dad the Scot^ 
iiah nobles learn that the English w«re fair- 
ly engaged in Scotland, than with a numfr- 
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rous army) consisting chiefly of Kg^ht ca-- 
valry, like that led by Douglas and Ran-^ 
4olph in 1327) they burst into the western 
eountiesof England, where theygidnedmore 
spoil, and did more damage, in the course 5f 
a day or two's march, than the BnglisH 
could have done in Scotland, had they bum-^ 
ed the whole country from the Border to 
Aberdeen. 

The English were quicMy called back t^ 
the defence of their own country, and though 
there had.been no battle, yet from bad roads; 
want of forage, scantiness of provisions, and 
^similar causes, they had sustained a heavy 
loss of men and horses; while the Scottish 
army, on the contrary, had kept good cheer 
in a country so much richer than thdr own^ 
And were grown wealthy by plunder. This 
wiae acheme of defence had been recom^ 
mended to his posterity by the Bruce, as the 
4>nly effectual mode of defending the Soot^ 
tish frontier. 

As to the French auxiliaries, they quar- 
relled very moeh with the receptliMi they 
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net wiliu They complabfld that the natloii 
which they came to aflsist treated them wiib 
no kindneM or good*i¥ill, aad that they 
inthheld from them forage, proyis]oii% and 
other supplies. The Scots replied, on the 
other hmd, that their allies were an eKr^ 
pense to them, without being of any use; 
that their wanti( were many, and could not 
be supplied in so poor a country as Scot* 
land ; and, finally, that they insulted the in«* 
habitants, and pillaged the country where- 
ever they durst. Nor would the Scots per* 
mit the French to leave Scotland till they 
gave security that they would pay the eoc-* 
penses of their own maintenands* The 
French knights^ who had hoped to acqEure 
both wealth and fame, returned in very bad 
humour from a kingdom where the people 
were no wild sad undyiliaed, and the coun* 
itry so mountainc^us and poor; where the 
patdies of cultiTated land bore no proper^ 
tion to the extended wastes, and the wild 
animals were much more numerous than 
4boaB which were train4M to the use of man. 
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. It was from priid«ikee, not firom want of 
tourage^ that the Scottkh avoided great bat« 
ties with the English. They readily engtt* 
ged in smaller actions, when they foo^t 
with the utmost valour on both sidee^ till^ 
as aa old historian expresses it, sword and 
laaoe would endure no longer, and then they 
would part from each other, sayings ^^ Good 
day; and thanks for the sport you faavo 
shown.^ A very remarkaUe instance of 
such a despemte battle occurred in the yeat 
1888. 

The Seottiah nobles had determined upon 
an invasioii of England on a lai^ seal^ 
and had assembled a great army for tha| 
purpose ; but learning that llie peoplO' of 
Northumberland were assembling an army 
on the eastern frontier, they resolved to limit 
their incursion to that which might be 
achieved by the Earl of Dougla% with a 
chosen band of four or five thousand nie% 
With this force he penetrated into the moun* 
tainotts frontier of England, where an as- 
sault was least expected, and issuing forth 
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lag, and lottdtmgf his amiy with spoil. 

P€sc7, Earl of Noitimnberland^ an En^ 
Kak noble of freat power^ and witli whom 
tiie Douglas liad frequently had enoonnters^ 
sent bis two son% Sir Henry and Sir Ralpik 
Perey, to stop the pn^ress of this invaridn. 
Both were gallant kni^ts, bnt the firsts who^ 
from his imp^ifcaosity, was called Hotspnr^ 
was one of the most distingnisbed warri<M« 
in England^ as Donglas vnuf in Seothnd. 
The brothers threw themselves hastily into 
Newcasdet to defend ihat important town^ 
aftd as Donglas, in an insnking manner, 
drew oat his fdlowers before the walls, 
l^ey oame ont to skirmish with the Scots. 
Donglas and Henry Percy eneonntered per^ 
sona%; and it so dhaneed that Douglas 
got possession in the straggle of Hotspnr's 
speav) to the md of wUkh wm attached a 
small ornament of siHc, embroidered with 
pottrlsyon wUeh was represented a lion, the 
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€ogiiiM»ce» as it is called, ot the Perms* 
Douglas shook this trophy aloft, and dscla-* 
red that he would csErry it into Soeihuid>^ 
and plant it on his castle of Dalkeith. 

^< That," said Percy, << shalt thou never 
^ I will regain my lance ere thou canat; 
get back into Scothmd." 

" Then»" said Douglas^ << come to seek 
it, and thou shalt .find it before my tent" 

The Scots army, having completed tbc^ 
purpose, of their expedition^ began their re* 
treat up the vale of the little river Reedy 
which afforded a toleraUe road running to«- 
wairds the Scottish frontier. They enramp*- 
ed at Otterburn, about twenty mites fiMa 
the frontier, on the 19th August, 138& 

In the middle of the night, the alarm arose 
in the Scottish camp that the English host 
were coining upon them, and the moonlight 
showed the advance of Sir Henry Percy, witb 
H body of ^men equal or superior in number 
to that of Douglas. He had already crossed 
the ]%eed water, and was advaaeing towacdn 
the left flank of the Scottish army. Doughs, 
g 
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not elNHniiig to receive 4b» asBendi itt ikttt 
position, drew Me men oat of tiie eamp, «id 
with a d^ree of militaiy skill which eoald 
eearce have been expected when hififotictfi 
wore of Biich an undisd^lined character^ he 
altogether changod the poiition of tho aioiyi 
and preeented hie troops with their front to 
the adVanimig EngHsh. 
' Hotspur, in the ueantiai^ marched his 
squadrons throngh tho deserted camp» whore 
there were none left bnt a few serrants ami 
stragglers of the army* The iiiterrc^tioiis 
which tho English troops met with, threw 
them a ^tfle into disorder, when the mb<m 
arising, showed them the Scottish army, ^rho 
they fiftncied were retreating, drawn up im 
complete order, and prepared to fight. The 
battle commenced with tho greatest fury ; 
for Percy and Douglaa were the two most 
distingoished soldiers of their tam^ and 
each army trusted in the comrage and talents 
ai their commanders, whose names were 
shouted on eithor side« The Scots, who 
were- ootaombered, were at length about 
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to giv^ IM^f wImqi DtHigla% Ihrir toacbr^ 
bWMiad bis banner to advance^ attended by 
biabeatmen. He bimself, shouting bis war- 
my ot ^* Douglas 1" rusbed forward^ elear* 
ing bia way with the blows of his battler 
^aodf and breaUi^ into.tbe very ibiekest of 
the enemy* He feU, at leqgth^ nnder three 
mortal wounds. Had bis death hem knownt 
il would iwobably bnye decided the battle 
•gainst the Soote; buit the Bnglish only 
knew that some brave mao-at-anns bad fall«p 
e». Meantime the other Seottidi noUea 
ffesaed fi^rward^and found their General 
dyii^ among several of bia &itfaful esqwes 
•jid pegf8» who lay slain around. A stent 
priest, ealled WMliam of North-Berwiek, 
the chaplain of Doughub was protecting the 
body of his patren with a l<mg lanee* 

<< How fiires it» eousin ?'' said Sindair, the 
first Scottish knight who oaoM iqp to the 
tweunded leader* 

<< Indifferently/' answered Douglas ; <<bat 
blessed be God^ my ancest^m have died in 
fieUs of battle, npt on down^bcda* I sink 
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last; but let thekn HlHl ery my wnr-cry, \ 
conceal my death from my followers. 11ni)» 
tras a tradition in our ftmily tbat a dead 
Douglas sbould win a field, and I trast i<} 
will be this day accomplished.'* 

The nobles Sd as he had ei^oined ; they 
concealed the EatFs body, and again rushed 
on to the battle, shouting ^* Douglas I Dou- 
glas !'^ louder than before. The English were 
weakened by the loss of the brave brothera 
Henry and Ralph Percy, both of whom 
trere made prisoners, fighting most gallant^ 
ly, and almost no man of note amongst the 
English escaped death or oapliYity. Hence 
a Scottish poet has said of the name of Dou- 



" Hosts haye been known at tliat dread sound to yield) 
And Donglas dead, his name bas won the field.** 

Sir Henry Percy became the prisoner of Sir 
Hugh Montgomery, who obliged him for 
ransom to build a castle for him at Penorn 
in Ayrshire. The battle of Otterburn was 
disastrous to the leaders on both sides^- 
Percy being made captive, and Douglas 
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Atm OB tke fields It has been the subject 
of Many songs and poems, and the great, 
Ustoian Frois^art says, that, one other ac- 
tion only excepted, it was the best fought 
battle of that warlike time* 

Robert IL died 19ih April, 1890. His 
twgn did not approach in glory to that of 
his maternal gnindfiither Robert Bruce; 
hut it was fio: more fortunate than that of 
Dftvid IL The claims of Baliol to the 
enown were not revivBd; ai|d though the 
EngUdbi made more.dian one incursion into 
Scotbnd, they never were able to retain 
kng possession of the country* 



d by Google 



[ 61 ] 



CHAP. V. 

Aceegsim if Bdberi lUy^Disordetlp Siai6 
qf ike Highlands— Conflict between Oe 
Clan ChcOtan md tie Clan Kay, on the 
Northlneh of Perth— Char aOer and DeaA 
if the Duke qf Bothsay 9 the Heir Apparent 
— Qgriure of Prince James by the :&ij4i^ 
and Death of Robert lU. 

The eMwt son of Rob^t 11. wan orif^ 
ally calkd John. Bat it was a popular ro- 
mark, that the Kings named Jchn, totk of 
France and England^ had been uafibrtu- 
nate, and the Scottish people were veiy par- 
tial to the name of Robert, froia its haying 
been borne by the GreaA Brace. John Stew- 
art, ther^re, on ascending the Scottish 
throne, changed his name to that of Robert 
IIL We shall see, however, that this poor 
King remained as unfortunate as if his 
name liad been still John. ^ . 
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The dlisturbances of the Highlands were 
one of the plagues of his reign. Yoa must 
recollect that that extensi're range of moun* 
tains was inhabited by a race of men dif- 
ferent in language and manners from the 
Lowlanders, and divided into families call- 
ed Clans, The English termed them the 
Wild Scots, and the French the Scottish 
Sayages; and, in good truth, very wild and 
tevage they seem to have "been. The losses 
which the Low Country had sustained by the 
English wars had weakened the counties 
next to the Highlands so much, that they 
becaine unable to repress the iactirBions of 
the mountaineers, who descended from tbeir 
hills, took spoil, burned and destroyed, a» 
if in tibe country of an enemy. 

In 1392, a large body of these Highland- 
ers broke down from the Grampian Moun«> 
tains. The chiefs were called Clan-Don« 
Hochy, or sons of Duncan, answering to 
the clan now called Robertson. A party of 
the Ogilvies and Lindsays, under Sir Wal- 
ter Ogilvy, Sheriff of Angus, marched, has- 
tily against them, ami ohai'ged tbem with 
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Bvt notwilhiteiidiiiif tki i 
itage of their Imag oMunled and 
pfetelf ftkesllMdmsrmoiir, dMlB^hl^^ 
^bfimded Hkemmtfrn frfOi «iMk CnMitjr, m 
to 0lay the Sfa«riff and sixty of his fi»lloweni» 
md repUie iho Lowknd gemtimmm^ To 
giro flome idea of their feroeity, it ia told 
that Sir Darid linda^, having in the firat 
eneowiter rim hia knoe thvengh the body 
ef one of the HigUanders, here him dovn 
and pinned bioi to the earth* In this eon- 
ditiony and in Us dying agoaissy the HiglK 
hnderwrithedhimsdfmpwardsoiithespeaffif 
and exerted hia kat strengtkin f<ltfihiag n 
sweeping Uow at the armed knight yriA 
Us twoJianded sword. The atroke,. made 
with all the last energies of a dying man^ 
out thrmgh Lindsay's slimip and sleel* 
booty and though it did not seTor his leg 
IfftHn his body, yet wounded him so seivare-* 
ly as to oblige bun to qmt ttie field. 

It happened^ fiirtnsately periiapa for the 
LowlandS) that the wild Highlandera wera 
as maeh addicted to^uarrsl with eaoh other 
as widi tiiflir neighbours. Two ohms* or 
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rltAnsi two l^agaee ot ^onfodeiaeieBy cofmi-i 
pgeed each of Bv^eal aepirate idaas, Ml 
iDt# snoh deadly feud with eaeh other^ as 
fiU^d tlie whole neighbomhood mth slaugb* 
t^ and diseord* 

When this feud ot quarrel could he vm 
otherwise ended, it wat resolved the diffie* 
lence shoold be decided by a 4:ombat of 
thiHy men of the €9an Chnttan, against the 
SBHionninher of the ChaKay ; that the bat- 
tie should take place on the N<Hrth Inch 
of Perth, a beautiful and level meadow, im 
part surrounded by the river Tay; and tint 
it should be fou^t in presence of the Kinfp 
and his noUes. Now, there was a cruel po« 
liey in this arrangement ; for it was to be 
eapposed Aat all the best and leading men 
of each clan would desire to be among the 
tiiirty vdiich were to fight for tbenr honour, 
and it was no less to be expected that the 
battle would be very bloody and desperates 
Thus, the probable eveni would be, that 
both chms, having lost very many of their 
best and bravest men, ^uld be mon» easily 
managed in future* Such was probably the 
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vi0W oCUm Kinf ^andUs connteUoni m fm^ 
miitiiig this despwate oonflidy whk^ how-» 
erelr, was nmoh ia the^spiik of the times. 

Tbe partieft OB eaeh side were doom oiit» 
Armed with sword and tai^t, axe and dag* 
g»f and etood looking <m eaeb other with 
fierce and savage aqieets^ when, just as the 
•ignalfor fight was e&peeted, tlieoommaiid* 
er of the Clan Chattan pereet^ed Uiat one of 
his men, whose heart had fidled him^ had 
deserted his standard* There was no time 
to seek another man from the oUm> so tha 
ehieftain» as his only resonroe^ was obligsd 
to offer a reward.to any one who would fight 
in the room of the f ugitiiFe. Perhaps you 
think it. might be diffiealt to get. a muii 
wlMs.for a small hire^ would undergo the 
penis of a battle whidi was likely to be a» 
obatinsete and deadly. Bat in that fighting 
age, men valued their lives I^itiy. One 
Henry Wynd^ a oitizea of Perth> and a saA- 
dler by txade, a little bandy-leieged man^ 
but of great strength and aotivity^ and Wfd 
Uticoatomed to use the broad-eword, offered 
himself, for half a French crown, to serve 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



7S CONF&ICr- 0« THK ' 

mi 4iepvtof ilioa«b€»«|fctaa m IteMl^ 
Ikofibat daf. 

The Bigiial ivas ibmi given by mMini of 
tlie>roy»l tmmpetey aii4of the gseat vm* 
iMigp^eft of the HigMiwidePi^ snd the? tiiii» 
parties leU^ii'Mdi other with the vtQBRwt 
fary^ ihnr mataral fcn>eify>o£.tanper'ber 
inf emitod by feudal hatred against "the 
hostihs elaii) aeal £^ Jthi» hoaeur of theis 
oami), and a eobsoiousness that they weve 
ightiog in preseooe of theKing and nobles 
of.SeotiancL As tiheyfiiiightivilh thet«ro^ 
handed sword and axe, the wounds Hh&y 
inflicted on eaeh other were of a ghas% 
nze apd eharaeter* Heads wem ekvea 
asander, limbs were lopped from the traak 
The meadow was soon flooded widi hked^ 
and corered with dead and wounded meiK 

In the midst of the deadly oei^aet, the 
diieffcain of the Clan Cbattan observed that 
Henry Wynd, after he had slain one of thto 
Clan Kay, drew aside, and did not seem 
willing to fight more. 

'«Howis this," said he, ^«arttho«aA«i«t?'-' 

4 
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« Not I/* anirem^ Heniy ; « but I ImTe 
f enragli of wotfc fcr hfiJf-H^crowti.''* ' 

«< Forward and fight,'' 9Aid the Higblan^ 
«hief ; '«< he that:diyth not gmdge bis day^ 
work, I will no« itint bim in his wages.'' ' 

Thaff diMonragftd^ Henry Wynd aga!fi 
plunged into the oonfliet, and, by bis ^^ 
eeUenefe aa ft swordMiMi, contiibnted li 
great deal to ihfi victory, which at tetigtfi 
Ml Id At aaft GiMtan: Ten of theTii^ 
tors, with Henry Wynd, whom tbe High^ 
ianderaealtedthe Gfok^CRn)^ (that is, the 
'Orookedot bandy»legged stnitb) thoogh he 
i) afcdiler, for war^saddles wer« tbetfk 
•f steel,) were left alive, but they 
weie all wounded. Only one of the Clan 
Xay rarrix^ed, an^ be was unhurt. But this 
tingle individiial dared not oppose himself 
to el^an men, tboogh all mote or less hurt, 
but Ibfowing Himself into the Tay, swam 
to the other side, and wont off to carry to 
the Highlands tbo news of his clan's de^ 
ftait. It is said, he was so ill received by 
bis kinsmen that he ^nt himself to death. 

VOL. II. G 3 
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. ^QomepfBrto! the above fitory* is nmltiffr^ff 
traditioO) but the ge|i«ral faet is iseHaiik 
rH^my Wynd was rewarded to the Highiftiid 
isbiffUdii's best abyities; but it was t^ 
markedy tk^y-when the bvttle was ever, be 
was notuMs tatetl the name of theohmhe 
ioDght fer, Ufiyragf when ashed 'os-wUtii 
aide he had been^ that h» was fif hliag t» 
his own band. Hence the pnowrh^^^ Bviergr 
JOSH far hia own haad^ as Harrjr Wynd 
fought*" ' , y 

, In the meantime troables, to whieh .we 
have formerly aUttdedy broke out in die^fc^ 
auly of Robert lU. The Kii% had been 
jamed inemcly yoiMli by the kidt of. a hmrm^ 
whidft had prevented his engaging in-was^ 
Ha was Iqr disposition peaceful, rdigioufe^ 
and just, but not firm of mind, and easilf 
imposed on by tbpae about him, and par^ 
tieularly bj his brother the-Dukeof Albany^ 
* man of an enter^nrising character, hut 
nwfty^ ambitious, and*cnfel. 
. Thiir Prinze, the next bar to ihe crown, 
if the King's ebitdpen couU be displAced, 
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oonlmued to sow strife and ammoMty'be*' 
tvrutt Us father and the Dake of Rof^ssj, 
the dUfest son of Robert IIL, and heir to Us 
Ittngdom. Botfasay'Was young, gay^ aifd 
irregidar, fab iaAew old, and strict in fais^ 
jNinctpks; oceasions of quarrel easily arose 
hetwkt them^ and ^bwny represented H^ 
f^ndiiut of the eon to the* fiither in the* 
wurst light..; 

T)ie King and Queen seem to hsrrs heea^ 
qf opinion, that the marriage of the Prince 
night pat an end to his idle and lioentionr 
cooree of life. Btit Alhany^ •wfaom they^ 
eoniulted, eondnoted this important affair 
in a tnaaner diegraoefol-to the Royal ^Fai 
iinly. He proceeded '^pon the priateiple^ 
that the Prince shonU «iarry the ^ughter 
of the Scottishi noble who was wiHttig to pay 
the largest sam of money for the honour of ^ 
eoAneddi^i himself with "the royal 'family)* 
The powerfal George Earl of Mardi^ was. 
at first the largest offerer, fiat althoogh- 
the Prince was contracted to the dai^ter 
of thai noUemaa, yet the match was faroken. 
off by Albany, when a still larger 9am was 
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offierod bf fbe Earldf Douglas, who, ba^* 
ying bii9Se)f mnxtied thb King's easier, was** 
pow d^^irotis that Ibeir rdai^btcir di3mild> 
if^dr th^ heir of the^^^hroiie. ThajT' wenre 
iparri«)d HCfKNrdiBglyy but in an «vil banr. 
, The Prince ^^mtinued to giy» offemea: by 
I^Uy^tyof bia^ndfttflr$ AlbatryoMUnral^di 
t^^fofir )m oamplmiita iaio the Kingfs eaiv* 
and Douglas became also die eiiMiy of fab 

t 'ThevhiatDtry sif this ragB baH% imporfccV 
W* do iMit distinnftly knoir what ebargea 
w«ro InroQ^t agamsti the Duke of Rotitaay» 
er bow far thay Wero titie or Adaew' But' 
it s^ms certain that ha was daliveied up by 
Hif> fiilter' to the power of boa nuria of AW- 
baay, alid bis fafelter-'in^law Uie Barl of 
Doogha, who IrKitad hxtii with the utmost 
draelty. 

A \ilH\n namefl lUoncttgny, wiUt the an* 
sistaui^e of Sir William Liiidsay, was* fur-*' 
niabed with a warrant fer ap^ehendlng. 
and oott&iing the person of tiw heir appa* 
nantcrf' Scotland. Armed witb this aiilho* 
vky^ tkoy seised upon him as ho wiiM jour- 
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tieying^ in Fife, withoiil any «ii0pu)iMi*^ 
plactfd him upoa an ordinary worfc>horae» 
Ittd conducted him to the atrong totireiv or 
caetie» of Falkland, belonging to Albanyw 
It was a heavy fall^f rain, but the poor 
Prince wae allowed no other ehelter than a 
peaaant'a cleak. . When in that gloomy fort- 
resB^ he was. thrown into a dungeon and 
deprived of food. It is said that eao wo* 
man, touched with his lamentations^ con* 
trived to bring him from time to time>thin 
barley cakes, concealed in her vei!, which 
she passed ihroughthe bars of his prison ; 
and; that another woman eupplied him with 
milk, from her own bosom. Both were dis* 
ceveved^ and what seanty resonrces their 
diaritycouhi afford were intercepted, and 
the. unhappy. Prince died in the month ef 
March 1402, of.iGunine, the most severe and 
lingering mode among the many by which 
life, may be ended* 

* .Thnre is no evidence that the old King» 

infirm. and simple->minded as* he was, susi» 

looted the foul. pky which his. son Ipd^ro* 

g3 
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«Ki9«di hoi the vmigiiaiiee «r God seemed 
to. jm^mee the ceuutiy in> wiiibh sueh a 
iragedy had been aefted. The Eiirl of March, 
)«eeii9ed at the. btmeh ef the eoiHraeD be- 
iwucthoe daugbtev and the Prinee^ deaert- 
M the SeMlish eaaee^ had ^mbraved that 
ef Eeglaiid^ He flad to NoiMuHiiberiaiNl, 
Uni fceia Ihenee oiade nyeoted mmarmmu 
upon xihfi Seottiab frontier. 
. TheEael i^ Dotightt, pfadh^iiiaiBelf at 
ibejj»mi of ten thenaatid mei^ mkdie an in- 
0iir$Wn iiitO'£eg^axid» with baimer divplajr- 
^ji^ tMk gnet ap6tl4 Bat he HM way- 
laidiii; retarhiog by^thecflelebrated Uettfltir, 
whp«>iiiyMb Oooi^e «f Maseh ind eihhr% 
l^iiaa9i9hied.amiBiarcfeHar]:afj lAoagiae 
UnAi yim fpwnd on. an eminieiiee -ilaUed 
Uoaiildop^iwfaeriB hiBAiimeroiie ranks wena 
fkiyosed to thii SkigUdi arrbws, with the 
mmaJisfyiJimAmtm J^^beeii &p%ed at 
so many other ba14les» th^ Seats n^^Smnmg 
gre^t li)s% lol: whu$h ths^ were anahleJto re- 
pay the eiHMiy^ While they were thus »«»• 
tauiiii0a.dreadfully unaqpifliBOBsbat^ ahdd 
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aooMisb k«iglil» iHMied Sir Jolm SwibImi, 
<^Ied with a loud vmeep ^^ Wfajrdoipe mnnin 
here on this hillsid%- to he shot like «tiig8 
with arTO#ay when me might rath down 
tipoii the .English^ and dnpute the oombat 
Uindte'hand?" ThecBwaenyeimg noble* 
mea in the host, eaUed the Loid of. Gh>rdoii« 
The penon ]mag wfaem he moat detested 
was this same Sir John Swinton, because 
in aimie piivate quarrel he had slam Gor- 
don's father. But when he heard him giw 
sBoh resolute and bimxre adfiee in that 
dreadful eztreiaitjr, he required to be made 
a knight at SwSnton's hand ; <« for/' sud he, 
\^ fyata the hand of no wtMr leader or bra* 
teg mfw can I ask that honour/' Swinton 
grufited his psayer, and that done, he and 
Gasdea nnhed down side by side with thehr 
kUoi^eitey and 'nilide tenuderable slanghter 
anangst the Bn^ish. But not being sijqp- 
ported if odm chiefs, they wire bvespb«rer« 
smI nUdont to pieceei The Seats fest' the 
battle, sostakiiag a total defeat^ andDe«. 
f^utf, wooded, and having hitt an eye. Ml 
iato the hands ef the Englkh as a pfisMer. 
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, 'A Angahtiram of .etMrtsioUoirfed, wbioli 
belong; ralher toEnglidi tliaa Socittidbi fck^ 
tony, but which it is proper you should kiioeir« 
The Earl of Northumberlaiid, father to Hot^ 
spar^ bad determined to rebel against Hend- 
ry iy«, then Kinf« ctf England. Xo etveiigtJ^ 
eft th^r for ees^. tiiey gwre Douglas his liber* 
ty^ and engaged thim. to assist, them in, the 
oiYii war.^which wasimpending. •■ Douglas 
casae accordusgly^^tha band, of his.eoun** 
tf ymeoy . and joined Henry i Pansy, ^.eaUed 
Hotspur. Theymanehedtogetfa^intoEng*^ 
land, and fought a. memorable battle. mth 
^be royal forces, nean ShneivBhiiey. As Hen» 
ry lY* was personally preseniin the .battle; 
Doftiglas resolved to seek him out, and end 
theicont^. by.:kiUilig;or making himpri- 
Boodr* . The. King. had, howerrcuTy .seyecal 
other ohampions itt.the fields >ei:med .and 
mpunted exactly like, himself. Of. these^ 
Douglas killed no less than three^ ^udmm-^ 
mg with amazement, as, tbey(appeai9edoBa 
after another ; 8a> that when at lengA ho 
^nooantcred the real king» he called uut>. 
^^ Where the clevil do .all these kings come. 
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fvomr HenOiielMid HamybiMMlf'wMi 
the nMtefury wilbh whieb be had attautted 
(bose wbo r(9|Nr«»ented bim, ovevthreii^ tbe 
royal, banii^r^ dayiog a validnt Inrigbt^ Sir 
Tbomaa BJjiiiity to whose care it Iiad bacn 
eaxamitteii and was about to kill the King. 
Bat nombar^ and aspacialLy the vmliaaft 
Prince of W^es^ biaaon^ came to tbe King 
of Ejpglaqd's .aanfataace ; and befoee Dou« 
gla» could fight bis wny forward to Henrys 
Hol^nr was kiUed by luti avrow-sbot, and 
bi§ party were obliged to fly* Doagkis at 
lsn^.<»mdeflcetided to fly also, bat faia 
borpestombluig in aacendisg a Ull, be waa 
again w^Hitded and taken* 
, We return to poor King Robei't^ who 
^aa noTv egtbauatad.by^e^ infirmities an«i 
family calamity. He had still a remaining 
son, called 3MMh about jsleven years old, 
and he waa probably afraid to intrust hina 
to tbe keeping of Albany, as hi& death 
would have rendered that ambitious Prince 
naoi^t heir to the throne. He resolved^ there** 
fore, to send .the ydung Prince to Fsance, 
under pretence that he would receive a bot« 
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ter ediieatioii there than Scotland could af- 
ford him. An English vessel took that on 
board of which the Prince 'vras sailing to 
France, and James was sent to London* 
When Henry heard that the Prince of Scot- 
land was in his power, be resolved to detain 
him a prisoner* This was very unjnst, for 
the countries of England and Scotland were 
at peace together at the time. The King 
sent him to prison, however, saying, tbat 
f< the Prince would be as well educated at 
his court as thi|t of France, for that he.nn-^ 
derstood French well/' This was said in 
mockery, but Henry kept hiiT word in this 
point; and though the Scottish Prince wa* 
eonfiaed unjustly, he received im excellent 
education at the expense of- the Eng^Ksh 
monarch. . 

, This new misfortune, which placed the 
only remaining son of the poor old King iv 
the hands of the English, seems to have 
broken the heart of Robert the Third, who 
died about a year afterwardf^ overwhelmeA 
with calamities and infirmity. 
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CHAP. Yh 

Begetieff o/B^berU O^ of Mbany—Baiae 
. 4^fHarlaUf'^Beg0ney ofMuriac^ DiAe of 
. AlbQihy-^EiiphUs qfiheSecta in France-^ 
' DMnrmce tf James the Fir$tjrcmhi$ 
< C^pify.m£Hpland. 

» AuiANYy tbe brother of Bobett III., .was 
BOW Regent- of the kingdasnfOf t^uch he 
had/lmig poesessed the siipreine govern- 
iKont He was^ it may be sappoeed, in no 
great harry to obtain the releaae of his ue«> 
phew Priqce James^ whose return to Seot^ 
knd most have ended h» own power. He 
wa8ras,we have JEJeen^ a wiekedy cruel, and 
attbitioas man ; yet he was regular in ad* 
miiristeriipg jastioe, and took great care not 
to. lay any taxes oft the people* 
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Jedburgh Castle, which the English had 
kept ever since the battle of Darham, had 
been taken by the Teviotdale Borderers, 
and it was proposed that it should be pull- 
ed down, in order that it might not again 
afford the etieMy a stronghotd on the fron- 
tiers. To maintain the men engaged in 
d^nolisliiiig this large aiM strong fortresi^ 
H was pmposed^to by a small lax of two 
pennies on edrit btfoiHi in Sisotlaiid, tb de- 
fray die «peQi$»« But th# itegent deler- 
mined to pay it oat of his own and the 
King's revenue, resolved, as he said, that 
ke wotild noi btgiii his mBgeney by A ti^ea- 
•Ure wUcb most affliet ih^ p^oufi 

la otfier raqiects^ Albany wm ^ iniWdt<* 
4lvjr chafMtor. He wae^ not even brave^ 
which was « fiiilxng «iiie6iBatii6ii itk' hi«f ag« 
andlaidily; andlihoagh he togaged in se4 
▼eral. wars with vBnglaiid, he did not ptbk 
kiih&i honour or iruecess in any of them. *' 

One »f thi9 most remarh^ble eticnts during 
his government was the bnAtiio of HarkWl 
This was fought by a |)rhrce called Donald 
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m tlw w^^&ide of fifotliod. . H# iivjw fdi9 
$b0 fB«|iri0ter 4»f grtat «ailate0 on. A» mmm^ 
)liml, aifd mipind to the atjrle «r au iMa^ 

This DwaH itt ifaft yMT 141 1, liad eWin 
U> ibf EmM^vi of tUmi ibmiv»mnu wUeh 
tlie R^eaA.bfid ideleminod to boiUiw ^n a 
IMmber of U^owti Amiljr. Donald of thi 
lilot rttiMdtAA tbonmid mm, all HigUamU 
on like bimtelf, and invading the uortk of 
ISbodaadt eaide w far as a ^laoo called Hkr- 
kw^AhoiilteliinaesfnJmAbardoMBi* HaBo 
h» wa» oocmiQtejPed.by tHa £tel *f Mnt, iA 
tlie head of «i inftttot ovmy^ btttoAipMtodof 
(^o^lan^kgifillevai, beMetarflied and ditei** 
plifiodtlMilthofidlawowofDoaahL Amool 
deipirito battle eneuedf in tehieb/bolk paiv 
lies m&fed graatrkw* <)nl thtti of DoBaM# 
tbooMoftf of. the deae, eaMedAfcwiiitooh and 
Maekan, : were bolk. slbini . with about a 
tiionauidl mea. Mar loel aboat: fite barn 
dred lakkfm gentfeiheD, amongst Ahent Ogil* 

XOt* II. H 
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vy/deryngeeur, Irvine of ^Drtun^and^lief 
men of rank. Bot the Higfalandenr hwi tfad 
w>rflt, nftd were obliged to relMitt after th^ 
fantde* Thie i^ras '-fortunate for Seotland^ 
since otherwise the Highlanders, atthat titai# 
a wild and berbarG^ people^ would have 
overrun, and perhaps aetuidlycoaqoered, A 
great part of the civilized icoiintry* Tlio 
batde of Harlan was long rememberedj 
owing to the bravery with whioh ihe isM 
ima <&piited« • » 

' The Regent Albany died in 1419. H^ 
was eueeeeded in bis high office by his soti 
MurdaG,*Dak0 of AlbaDy, a man wko hud 
neither the vio^ nor the virtues of Mi 
fiUber. Dnke Robert. was aotive^ oaaflyt 
snspioioiisi and, in one sense at least, wise; 
The son wasindalgent, indolent, and aitho 
samejtimo aios^ and easy to be imposed 
iipoo« Many quarrels and fends brolre odf 
in the country, and evenin his own familyv 
wbich'bad been sopprettied »by the strongf 
hand of bis father. Little memorable took 
place in the r^enoy^of Murdac, but it was 
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reniirkiUe for tbe' great renown tHhich the 
Seoto iWon? in the wars of France. * ' 
.1 kaiN) toU yea how a body of French 
liBiglite came to Scotland to assist the Scot* 
tash against the English ; and yon must now 
|ai0W how the Scottish repakl'ihe oUiga** 
tioniiy jBondingover a faody of men. to assiM 
jChflr]e% 'Kii^ of France, who was in great 
jiMigaK of bang' completely conqnered by 
HeorycY* of JBngfamd, who' seined on the 
jpdmtcf expelling bim'fromthekingdomy4i><l 
jMMsessing himself of ^Aecrowtt of France; 
A «maU army of about mx or soTen theasaad 
chosen men. had gone to fVance, under the 
jposninand of John Sten^art, Barl of Bnchan^ 
the second son of theReg<entBobert/Duke 
of. Alfaany* He had motder him Lindsay^ 
S^iutaOf and other men of consequence and 
^.fama; They gainedtan ia^rtant victory 
<o:fei^ the English^, thmi. und^ command of 
/ihe^Diike of Ctanmce^ brother to* Henry Vw 
This Prinoey hearing that there was a bedy 
fi£ Sc<^ ^nmsmped at a town caDed Bai^^ 
wd} ^trag^ that: the Scots ahoukl not only 
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defend tteir ovn ciMiiitr^ frmn ihe Eng* 
lish, but abo come over to give them troa* 
Vie in J^ftinoe, made a hmty march to mir^ 
prise them. He left behind him those ce* 
lebrated archers^ who had veailHy afford* 
ed the Engliih meaiia bf conquest over Ae 
enemy^ because he reUed upoir the ni^dKty 
of his motions, as he miderstood the Seote 
were obaerving indMRBrent Aseipliney ffisd 
not keej^g m vigifent wateh. He arriMd 
kt Bang6, followed only by the knighli and 
men^ati-anna on horseback. Having I bree d 
fhe passage of a hriigty Clarence was pvessi- 
ing forward at the hieadi^ his candry, dis* 
tingmsbed by ihe richness of his armovir,aBd 
hf a Hch golden coronet which he woso^ovi^ 
his helmet. At thk moment the fii^ottiih 
knights charged the enemy. Sir JobaSwin- 
ton galloped against the Duke of Clamnce, 
and unhorsed him with his lance, and'die 
Earl of Bttohan dashed oat his brains^ witii 
a battle-axe or mace. A great many Eng- 
lish knights and nobles were riain at this 
i^ttoounter, 88d March 14Sh^ .Thoi'Miob 
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Kiog;'to rewsrd the vaiouir of the Soot«, 
iDrealed the Earl of Boehaa ConstaUe of 
Enaust^ (osie. of die highest offices in the 
Jkiogdooi,) asd Count of Anbigny. 
i Tbe.^ Seots^ ineited by the cenown and 
wealth \Kbi«h their countrymen had aeqai- 
iredy^came over to JPrance in* greater nnm- 
l>er% and the Earl of Douglas himself was 
tesdpled to bring over, a little ttrmy^ in 
avhiek tho'best and uohleat of the gentlemen 
ofithm muth.of Scotland of conrse enrolled 
tbemselves* They -who did n,ot go them* 
^¥es» sent their sons and biothers. Sir 
Alexander Home of Home, had intended to 
take/ this course ; and his brotheiv Dafvid 
Gtonli of Wedderburn^ was eqmpped for the 
^xpeditioit. The chief himself came down 
tdtbeiyesael to see Douglaar and his. hmther 
eitibark,: But wheu the Earl sawhis old 
coibpanion in. arms about to take leave of 
^oh he seidy^f AhJ .Sir Alexander, who 
MSmld have? thought that thoa and I should 
ever ba^ne parted ?" 
.:u.:. :.:-:• ^. •,, ».2. ,. ,. 
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' <^ Neither will we partnqwj lay lordy^^eatcl 
Sir Alexander; and suddenly .changiii|^ Us 
]»iiriM»o» lie sent baok his broAev Dmdd to 
take care of bis castle^ Aunilj) and eslatey 
and going to Fnmes vAih bis old Ixiend^ died 
with him at. the battle of Veraenil. 
• The^ Earl of Douglas, whose mffitary 
£»ie was so great, Ji^cseiyed high hansnrs 
fiK>9i.tba King o£ F«aac% tand waa^S^aisd 
Oake of Tonrainow ^The Bari w«t ined to 
ridieak the Duke«of Bedlord^ who AeoMt^ 
«d as Bogent for Heiivy VL in fkaneey «id 
gsore hiat&tlieiiiGknanietef Jotoii^ lA^iasrf* 
mnoimL Upoatkeinh Aagwt 1484^ Doa«. 
^las f^sMftsd^a aMBsi^e freoi'liie^Dilka «f 
Bedford, that be intended to oome sni^diBe 
and -drink wine with hinu Douglias well 
mdeiatosd tks natnve of the vini» «ad«eBt 
hack wcvd thatiieshoold be welooDWw THhm 
Soots and French prepared for hatde^ bat 
the Ead of Douglas, who considered thsir 
sitiiation as favonimble, reoommeiidkd HMt 
they should receive the attack <^ <li» Ettg^ 
lish, instead of advancing to meet them. 
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Vke Fr^ioh'Coont^e Nftrbonnd, however, 
kifliitod that tiiey *Ik>iifal mtaeky issUSAd of 
temalliing in their porition i and potting the 
jRrench in' nlotma^ deelared fae Would sd- 
Yanoe to the fight whether the Scots did so 
6t net Dongfas was'thiis eempelled to ad-^* 
vanoe likewise, but it was in disorder; The 
EiigHsh archers in the tneantim^ showered 
Iheir arrows on the French ; their men-at- 
alfma charged; and a total tfotii df tfib al- 
Hedartny was the consequence. Douglas 
and Bnehan;Stoodtiidir gmund, fought des- 
l^enitely, itod dkd nobly. -Home, Lindsay, 
Swinton, and 'ftcr lite greater pari of that 
hvare Sootfiskhaiid of auxiliarks, were kill- 
ed ^tetiie spot* 

^ ThegreatEailofDongla%whowasdafai 
at'Vemenil, wiss dlstingaiBhed from the rest 
dPhU flunily by th6 name of Ihi&^fUm^ that 
ifi^ Xos^-flMS, ashe wnsdeSMKted iti the great 
hstdeacrfHoniildon, Shrewsbliry, and-final- 
ly in that of Yemenil, where he lost hir life. 
Mis contemporary and rival, Geoige Sari 
^Marehy Was as remarkaUe for b^ng for- 
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ii^aate.; for ivbether be fought ^n tlio'8oot-' 
tish or English side, his party was always 
yietorious* The slender remains of the 
Scottish farces were adopted by Charles of 
France as a life-goard; an establisbineDt 
which was continued for a great iQaoy> 
years. 

; We retura now to Scotland) w)iere .4o 
Regent Mardao of Albany was so far. Iran^ 
being able to guide the affiiirs of the stato^ 
that he: could not control bis o^ira so^Sp. 
There were two of them, haughty^ lienor; 
tiotts yoong mep, who respected neither the- 
authority of God nor maiij.and that of their, 
iathfr least of ail. Their ndsbebayioHr ^aa. 
so great, that Murdac began tp think ^f p^t?) 
tjLqg an and to their bad conduct and. bia 
own goveroment at the same, time, by oIk; 
taining tfae^ deliyeKance of the King front. 
English captivity. A singnlar piece of in-*- 
fiiplence, on the part of Us eldest son,. is said^ 
to have determined lum to this measure- 
; At this time the amusement of b^wlcilig^ 
(that is, of taking birds of game by me^m^ 
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^i tnimi hawkft) wm apa^iine'grestljr 
^8terai«d by the nobiUty. Tike Rfegent 
Maxim: bad tme Mcon of peculiar elxce}** 
loDoe^ whidt b^ ifalaed* His eldest son, 
ITaker Stioiiwt, bad often asked thig bird 
qf. btafather, and been as eftM denied. At 
Ifiogth one day wbcn tbe Regent bad tbe 
bawk wttioff upon bis wrist, m the <way 
ikm^ Adeaoers earry aoih MMs, Walttor re-^ 
n^fwed ^bia boftmtaaity about tbe Mwat^ 
affd "ffhta bis fiilheif i^n refWsed k, be 
snatcbed it frem bk if sis^ auft Wrtiftg^ M 
neck round. His latber, greatly offendied 
at so gross an insult, said, in bis angary 
** l%nce tbou wilt give me neither reve* 
renee nor obedience, I will feteh bome one 
whom we must all obey." From that mo- 
ment, be began to bargain with the Eng- 
lish in good earnest that they should restore 
James, now King of Scotland, to bis own 
dominions. 

The English government were not unwill- 
ing to deliver up James, the rather that he 
had fallen in love with Joan, the Earl of So- 
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merBet's daughter^ nearly related to the rbyab 
family of Etigland. They considered-ihat^ 
this alliance would incline the yoang Prince 
to peace with. England ; and that theeduoa-^ 
tion which he had reoeiTed, and the frigid* 
s^ps^ which he had formed in-tfaat country, > 
WP91I4 incline hi<n.]ki be a geodand peaoeftble' 
^^^gibh^pir, . iTbi» Soots agreed to pay a coti-« 
Qiderp)>le raiiM0i».aiid cqpea ^ these teiteS'' 
Jaoie^ th« &mt 4>f . that name^ 'waa itet at Iw 
l^rty, and returned to became King ill Soot^ 
Vuidi aitfiv ^btpen yeara^ captivity* 
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CHAP. VII. 

f ■ ' ..... 

: fHO^^^ ' r r ' ' \ : " ^ ^ * *' •[ 

.. This King Janies the First' w^ also ih# 
jRrst ef his uafortiliiate fiunily wkoshdw^ 
iB high degree of tlJ^nti \ -Robert' 11* and 
Robert III*, his fatter aad grsiudfirtkr; 
«were both rather amiaUe as iiidiiiduals than 
X^spectedfor their endow^dentaasmonarbfafil 
Bat .Japies had roctived an excellent edadn 
;tilHD9 ol whieh bis talents had enaUed him 
40 make the best ns^ He was also prudent 
and jnsty eonsulted thik interests of his peoN» 
fiei and endeavoured, as iar as he cduM^ 
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9ft DEATH OF MHRDAC^ D|7KE OF ALBANY. 

to repress those evih, which had grown np 
through the partial govemmetit of Robert 
Duke of Albany, the rule of the feeble and 
slothful Duke Murdae, and the vicious and 
violent condnet of bi«i sons* -^ 

The first vengeance of the laws fell upon 
Murdac, who^ witbhi^ two «on8, wiw triiMl 
«m1 oondei^wedat Stivling ftnr abtiSoof the 
Kiag^a antboiitjr^ eemvpdlted wUle Mtirdac 
was Regmt. Tb/^y w»re belMWM tit the 
little eminence at Stirling, whieli isHMffl 
shown on the Casde-hilL The R^ent from 
that «lev«tsd iqx>t miglithave a distaiil; view 
of the mlgnifieiiit Casde''of Doiine, wbik^ 
hd iiad htok for hiireiEMence ; ttlid the sons 
faftd uAiplo reason to re^et their eontettttft 
of fiheir father's authority, andto judge^tM 
Irtitfa «f hk wDi>d% when he snid ho WMM 
bring in one who Waold rule thMi alk ^ ^ 

JsHies aAa'wards ttittied his eat^s te^^thife 
Highlands, vAiOi ^reiii a state of U/tAVkh 
confusion. He mavched into thoae difctat<I^ 
ed distriets with a«tiisag army, and utohmi 
upon more than forty of the chiefs, by whom 
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ead^ p^ viftBy of diam to dUstb, and oW> 
g04 oftbem to find geeiurilj that they woxM 
bo i^uiei in future* AlasttrMaodonaldyLovd 
of the Isles, endoatoured tp offom the rojnd 
auth<nrity ; hut the moowirm lakm i^vst 
him ;by JamoR rednoed bis power so asiichi 
that he was at last oUiged.to«dbaMt to^iho 
King's mercy. For this parpoao tho bumi- 
Mod chief aanie.to Edkihu]^ secretly), and 
avi^aly apqpeared ih Ab Ctttfaedml.Cbareb^ 
ivbffre this XdngMiraft ai^oyfld ki his dov«* 
tions upon ]Baster-day. He wm svithooA ' 
bonnet aritiodr, oriOti»aii|tet% had bis liegs 
and linns baro» and hki. body only. ooverad 
with 1^ pliidi In tins oondHkoii he^^mMnkh 
tod himself to the King'a f^eatum; afifl 
holding a.n^kad sw&rdiar Us ^baad liy. the 
foint, he offered the hilt to the Kktg^ iii 
ti^i»d.of biauitreserTodsuhiidBaioD^ JasHeb 
fo^gaye hhn his repeated offenoes^ at Ae iii^ 
ievoessiqn of the Qneoa aad nobles pre ae n t^ 
bat he detainod.hiai ajwisoner in tho^stroai^ 
Castio of Taitktiitloo, in East Lothian^ Yol» 

VOL. II. I 
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W ^TATE. OF THXIHiaHLA^Oa* 

aftoc^tlwttilmimioln of .diefr prinoipal ohieF» 
ibtt Wwt HighlanderoaJid^MoplBof tbe Ides 
jigBiit revolted) uoder theeomtnaiiil of Do^ 
nald Ballooh) the^ki&smaa o(,AlmteT^'Wl» 
landediOft the Tnainlanct m(b a oonudev^ 
aUe ^osee» and. defeated the Earls of Mar 
and of CoHluiets with gtsaat slaii^IUejr ; but 
milieii Jie. b«ard tbat James * Wfw oaming 
•egaiiist bisn, Doodid thought it -best to re>- 
itreat to Ireland* James put to death maay 
,of iuafelloims* Donaldbinsdf was af(«»«> 
-wards killed, in Irflaad,:and his head seat 
lothe.King* - i ^ 

. Tbiere 4s onetbar story^ wfaieh will show 
ihe^omelty and ftroioity of 4hese Hi^hmd 
•robfaBT8.< .Aaother^ Maedooaldy^hefid «f.a 
.bud: in Dosft-shire^ had plnndereda poor 
-widow. woman, who, in heraaesiV€iaolaitt«- 
ledjropeatedly that^he would go to^ha King 
ier redness, should she travel to Ediabovglk 
40. seek him* *^ It is a long journey," an«- 
awered the. barbarian; ^^ and that you ma]^ 
polbrm it tiie better^ I will, have yon.shod 
^.tlie.occasion«" Accocdinglyy bo caused 

A » • ' • 
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a sisAik to nail «)ioe8 io* the |iloar wra^'it 
feel^. as if they lud been tboM of a honl9« 
The widow, however, beiii||' a woman of hifh' 
q^ity was ^tanaiiwd to keep her word; 
and as soon as her woaiids permitted her. to! 
tntrA^ dfee did aotiudlj g9 oin feat to Edia*^ 
l^rg^ aad» dnrowito§f herself hefore James^- 
ae^iUHbtcfdhim with iha^cmeltjr whieh had. 
heen eKereised <m her. James, in g^reat re-N 
4eiitai0ttt^ caused MaedonaM, and twelve of 
kk principal ftdlowert^ to be seiased, and tor 
ka^re their feet - shod wilb iron^skoes, in> 
whicb condition they wiereesdittited to^e 
puMiofot three days, andtten execntid.: . 
V Tkas James L restdred a comidfatMe 
degl^ee of tnmqniUity to 4he eoontry, wbieh 
hefouadin saaha dsstiacted state.. He 
made wke laws for regnlating the torn- 
meh» ctf tho/nation^ both* at home and widb 
Qiker states, and strict regulations for the 
adminbtmtioii. of justice betwixt thosewho^ 
bad comi^ll^ts i^^ainst. one another, 
f Bat his grtotest laboury Und that which 
h^ found .most dii^cuU to accon^ishi..^ 
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16 dfatttnifili tiie'pbviF«lr^ (he geeBi nMm^ 
vfco rlitid like' m mRny kiags^ each on bis 
oWn territory asd estate, and made war <m' 
tjte Krng, or upon one anether, iirlieoever 
it "was their pleasure to do'so* 'Aeeordhigiyy 
he had several of these grea^JpersonsihEoagfat; 
t^ trial, and, upon itbeir bmng lbiin# gmltfy 
deprived them of their estates* The BoUee' 
#onplainedtbftt Uiis ^was dene out of spito 
Against theittj ivnd that they were treated- 
with hardriaip and injnstiee ; and, thus d»M 
eontents were entertaiaed agauast this goodi 
Frhieis. Another oame of oflenoe was^ that 
to maintain jostidB, and Jsnpport the autbow 
rily (tf the thiKme, it wae found necessary 
that some taxes fir iAiiA purpose shoold ha 
raised. Irem the aubjesta; and this Seoitisb 
people bliing poor, andtotdly «maooQstom«4 
ed to ^y any sueh contribntions, dteyim>- 
pnted this odious measure to. the King'v 
avtunee* AndthUs^ though King James was 
so welUinlienitiensd A; king, aAd'^eHainly 
theiaUest whorhad^tiigilediil'Seotland since 
the days of Robert Bl'uco, yet both the high 
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ttsd the lovr miir'murM againlst Um» ^rliidl 
eneoucaged. some' wicked mea amongst :Ae 
nobility to conspire bis desAh* 
r. Tlw chief ptoaon in the plot was onis Sic 
tbebert Creahani» uncle to the Earl of Simlh* 
•rae. He was boM ai|d amlriiioiiS) sad high-* 
ly offended with the King on account of an 
iaiprisoiiBient^ wfaioh he had eustdined hf 
the royal conunaod. He drew into the plefc 
die Earl o£ Atlnde^ an old aaan of little ta^ 
leAt» by promisiag to xnAke his n(m Sir MfH 
kert: Stewart» King of Soedund, in fiiaeo of 
James* O&ttrs were brought into the eon-? 
spi^wy Irons diffesent molirss. To maoy of 
th^ stiendants they pNtwded they M4yt 
wished to carry awi^ a kdy out of the conrtr 
To prepare Ub scheme^ Qlrabsm retreated 
latotheMiBOte H]ghlaitd% avd from tbencfr 
^nt a defiance^ renonneiog his all^gianee tot 
the iiang, and threatenvDg to put his sove**, 
i!dgn to death .with his own hand. A price. 
ijra8.8et npon his heacl^ ptiyable. to any One 
who should deliver him up to justice ; but 
v-/ .... .:l2 .... .' ,., 
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Me lay oneeided fai ihe vnkd mtfahtmMkH to 
f niseeato bi« tWBt^ps ag»iii8t James.' 

The CfaristttUui preeediDg hieimnrdlnr was 
flppdittted by the King for holding a feast at 
Perth. In bis way tb tint town he web met 
I17 a Highliiiid WMaan, onllhig hevflrif apv(H 
libetess. fflie stood by the aide of the ferry 
by which he wfaeab^ht-to tmvel to the aortfi, 
dnderied widiakmd toiee,~<« My Lcird the 
Miing, if yon fan idna water, yim will never 
return Again alive.*' The King was etro^ 
#IA*tUBfor amoment^'beeaose be had read 
in a book that aldngehooldbe than that year 
w SeMiand ; iiir it oftea happeni, that whan 
a veBii(rkabte deed ia in agitation, romoare 
of to get abroad, and a0e repeated under pro*' 
tenoe of propheeiee ; bat wliidi ajNS in truths* 
only eonjeeturee of dmt whidi eeena likelj 
tt^ happen. There was a knight in the eoart, 
on whom the King had conferred the name 
of* the King of Loire; to whom the King odd 
in jest,**-** There i4 a prophecy thata kia|r 
diall be killed in Scotland thk year }' now. 
Sir Alexander, that most concern either 
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yott or ine, rfiloe m ibwolara the imly Uogt 
in Scodand." Odier laremnstatioas o«mp* 
Ted, which might have prevented the ^ood 
^KiBg^t murder, fcnl none of tfcem wese at- 
tended to* The Kmg) while at Perth, took 
up his residence in an abbey of ]Mack«Frt- 
ars, there beii^ no castle or palace in the 
town convenient for his rettdenee ; and ^ii 
iMrie Ae toebotion of the eoaspimQy i 
aasy, «b ins gusds were qoartered j 
theckfaens. 

' The iiay had been spent by the llOng in 
Kport and lMstii^5 and by the compiffatCMrs 
In preparing for their entarpsisew They had 
destroyed the hiobs of thedoors^theapartN* 
neitt, so tbattbekeya could «ot be tnmed^ 
end they had taken away the bars with wUeh 
the gates were secored, and liad ptfivided 
planks by way of bridges, on* wUeh to eroea 
the dteoh which snrtonnded the mbnAstery. 
Atlength,<ni the 80th Febtoary 14^7; all wm 
pveparedHoir carrying their IreasMable puiw 
pose into «xecati<m, and43x!ahhm caose frem 
bis hiding^pUiiee' in the neighbensiiig moon- 
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itainsy T^iih a party^ of nigh ttnrae huii4r#A 
auiBy and entered the gardens of tiie e<m* 

. ' The King wae in his raghtrfptywnand elip^ 
pera. He had passed the evading gaily i^lli. 
tbenahles andhidies of his oonrl^ inreadiiig 
romanoes^ and in unging andmiisioy or 
fiAymgai chess asid tables. The Earl id 
AUbolef and hia son Sir Babert ^Stewart# 
who. esqieeted to snoceed James on the 
throne, weire among the last cMmrtiers who 
nftisod* At thai time Jamea rteUiiaed stand- 
ing before the fire, and conversiog gaily 
iriKth the. Queen and her ladies befece h^ 
west to rei^ The Highland woman be*^ 
loea menlioiied i^ain demanded psrmisttoii 
t^^l^iesk with the Kii^, but was refusod* oa 
ae<$ount of the ontimeliness of the hoar ^r 
Ail now w^e ordered to withdraw. 
. . At this moment there was a noise and 
ohshing beard, as of men ia armour^ aa4 
the torches in the garden .«ast up gi^eat 
Hashes of light against the tviadows* Tha 
King then reooilcctq^ his deadly euomyf Sir 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



COKSriftACY AaAIMAT.TBS KINO. lOS 



]6»lbvt SvdHiiri, «n3 giftMet) .that hm 
iioBiiiig to' Aarder' fainu He «alkd to Ab 
ladies who were left in the chamber to keep 
thefdoor-ae vMl as they ooold^ iwovdar to 
gire him time to escape. He fint tvied to 
get out at tlie wiBdowa, but thejr wera£iet 
barred, and defied his strengA^' Bf help of 
llie toiigs^ which were in. the chimney, ho 
Raised, howerer^ a plank, and* Isthiaueif 
down beneath into a narrow vanlt^vneed atf 
a conHBEcb'sewoit. ' This fcadfohnorly had 
ait openliig into the court r of the coiuronti' 
by which he might ha^ made'hb eecapeLi 
Bat all things turned agaidst the miKbriti»v 
Mto Dfames; lor, two or tinree da^ ^efiwe, 
he hud cafftsed the openiMg' to be boiit> npi, 
beeaoBO, when he flayed atboQ,tho baUnaeA 
to roll itito the "vacolt throogh that hoio. 

While the King was in thb phme oVeon*' 
oealment, the conspirators were seeking him 
thoongh the convent, and, at length, eame 
to the room whore the ladies were^ Thet 
Qoiecn imd lier women endeavoored, as well 
d9 Chcymigbt, to keep the door ehvt, and 
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tfarusi ber'own armaerow the door, kistMid. 
«f 'the bar, vAAeh Imd been taken away^ as 
lUM yoiu . Bat the famve lady's arm' waar 
aoon broken, and the traitoraradiOd inly>'th^ 
toom'whh sworde And di^igers'dmwni hnrU 
mg and'tinrowing^ down saoh of tiie women 
av offpomA thnm. The peoif Qneen etooA^ 
half nndreisM, shrieking aloud, and one of. 
the' amaflrinr wenU laure eUun^ her^ had it 
liot been for a eoti ef '8ir Bobert Graham^; 
irho aaid to him, '*^ What would yOu do tO: 
the Queen ? m She is bat a womaa—^Let u» 
seek the King.'' 

/ They acOordingly oommeHced a ntf nnte 
smrefa^bnt withooi any eueoefls ; bo they lefb 
Ae^a^artmenty and tougbt elsewhere aboat 
the mi^nastery*' In the meanwhile ^the'Kii^ 
toraed impadeAt, and desired the- ladies to 
help him out of the inconvenient lorkiBg^, 
plaoe; At this nnhicky moment the oonsfi^^ 
iatol-8 returned, one of them having reooW 
Itfeted that there was suefa a vault, and that^ 
tiiey had not searched it. And when they. 
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tbro up tkb planfiry midniw the King Btflirt 
ing bfiieiitli in/lhe vattk, one of them «aU«A 
to the others, *^ £&r% I haine found the bridm 
for whom we have been seddog all ni^bt.'^ 
Tbeoy first ooe^ BHd thciii«nothero£4be^- 
lains, brethMa ^of the same oS Hall» de« 
•eendediato the vauU» vrith 4igg««« drawn; 
to. have diapatohed the uafoitaeate King« 
who wv staging there m his thirty with* 
out weaponapf any kiaid. But Jaineay who 
:vrag -an active and strong man, threw them 
both down beneath his feeti and struggled 
4o have got a digger from fOne or other, of 
them, in which bis hands were severely tot 
vA mangM.. Then Sir Robert Graham 
himsfiif sprui^^ down on th^ King, who, 
fiading no f arthei? defonoe pos%iUe^ asked 
hu|i for inerey, and for MsQre to &mtat» hie 
sins to a priestl > Bdt Graham replied fierce- 
ly, << Tfaoli never badst mercy on these<of 
tbjrae own blood, nor any one dse^ therefore 
thou shalt find no mercy here ; and as fpr 
a oonfossor, thou shalt ha,ve none but this 
sword.'' • So^speahiigg, he thrust the sword 
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tbat when he aaw )Af^tVxwc9 lying btefdt 
\pgi unJieK hm £^t».bet WM desiiroal. lo Jiave 
loftibci anterprite uofinishad; but the olher 
Giwpcaters i^Wf^ on Gmhem ie kill the 
S;ipg» otherwise be ebouU himBelf die by 
^heu; bftHdii; i;4N>ti.wM4h Qrahami Tvith.4bo 
XwQJix^n wh<» bad.deflceodcid iii,to tba yAu)| 
befoi^.bitii9( fell cm tb» imbai^ Vrmm wiiAi 
tbek.deflSQre^ wdislei^ bim by maay ct^hei 
Xbece w^X^ jAxJ^n WAnndu ia b|s lurettifc 
iJone* . : . i 

. By this tinMs bnt.too lata^ news ef tlrie 
ftntrage . had reached the towHf and the 
^ifi4eh<ild .fervunla of the Kii^ with ..the 
pei^l^e, iuhAbitkig the town of Perth, vma^ 
b«e^«^Dg to the rescue^ with torcbee. and 
weapone* The trattors accordias^y jeaugbt 
tbe.alanos and retreated into the HjgihbiidB^ 
}p8Jiiig iji: their .flight only one or two^ taken 
px ^lain by the pursuers* When they sppke 
abouti ;th€^r eat^prj«e..a|iiodg themselve8» 
th^y g|.ieat]y regretted that tliey had op^ 
killed the. Q(wen alof^g with hot hunbandy 

7 " 
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4>itiUe i» her T^iigeaMe^ 

Tff4<»fi4 theiiTfappnriieasteM were ja9ti&»a 
hf d»a avent, for Qiieeia iFciaitfia Inacte «o 
«)trjct search 4i<top th^ villaiadue aemacsbfib 
4hat fo the eovriie of a mORthi n»o»t of ihciiti 
were thrown into prison, and httin^ tried 
^ndcoadeBmed) iJbey were |piM; ibo death wHth 
^mw and bUlcotte ilortaree. The fleeh ef 
Boberl ^Ste^nar^i, aad of a pif wte dbandier* 
lain 'Of 4)ie Kiaf , mm lorn fmin their W- 
4ies witih piMars^ wUJk, ewm m Khe aridat 
'Of tbsee heriihle jejgemei^ ^y jQeoftsaod 
the j«^0e af iOiwr «ento»<ie^ The Siajrl of 
Aihelie wa# i>cAeaded» dwyiag at hh death 
^at lie bad eona^ated to 4;he cMapiradyi 
Ih^agh he admitted tliat hie sda had tdid 
htm of It) to whiefaHhe had rtfijlied» by e^joto* 
ii^g hiai to bare no. eoBeent in 00 greiit d 
(drime. ' Sir Robert Grahamii who was the 
person .wWi whom the' Israel sobeme had 
forigiB, sppke in da&noe of St to the last 
He bad a right tto slay the Kiag, he said, 
for he had )!enoitneed his attsgiaaciB, miA 

vou ir. ' K r-* I 
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d^lared war against him ; and lie expresi^ 
ed his helicf, that his memory would be 
honoured for putting to death so cruel a ty- 
rant. He was tortured in the most dread- 
ful manner before his final execution, and 
his son was slain before his eyes, whilst he 
was yet living. 

Notwithstanding the greatness of their 
crime, it was barbarous cruelty to torture 
these wretched murderers in the manner we 
have mentioned. But the people were much 
incensed against them ; for though they had 
murmured against King James while he 
lived, yet the dismal manner of his death, 
and the sense that his intentions towards 
his people were kind and just, caused him 
t# be much regretted. He had also many 
-popular qualities. His ftce was handsome, 
and his person strong and active. His mind 
was well cultivated with ornamental and 
elegant accomplishments, as well as stored 
with useful information. He understoed 
music and poetry, and wrote verses, both se- 
rious and comic, which are still preserved, 
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and read with interest and entertainment by 
those who understand the ancient language 
in which they are composed. The murderer 
Graham was so far from being remember- 
ed with honour for the assassination which 
he had committed, that his memory was 
execrated in a popular rhyme» then generally 
current : — 



Robert Graham, 
That slew our Kltigv 
Cod glvo biqiv slitm«« 



* 
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CHAR VIIL 

QfUtt Mdffn efjbnteg IL; ike Wars tMh 
the Dougiasses, aMihe Kin^i BMh. 

When Jamea L was mardeFed, his bob 
and heir, James IL, was only six years •Id ; 
so that Scotland was onoe more plunged 
iato all the discord and oonifusions of a re- 
gency, whidh Weve sure to reach their height 
in^ • ooantry where even the imdispttted 
sway of a Sovereign -of mature age was 
not held is due respect, and often disliffb- 
ed by treason and rebellion. 

The affairs of the kingdom, during the 
minority of James IL, were chiefly ma* 
naged by two statesmen, who seem to hate 
been men of considerable personal talent, 
but very little principle or integrity. Sir 
Alexander Livingston was guardian of the 
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King's person — Sir William Crichton was 
Qhanoellpr of the kingdom, Tbey debated 
betwixt themselves the degree of authority 
attached to their respective offices, and at 
once engaged in quarrds with each other, 
and with one who was more powerful than 
either 4of thetn — the grf^t.Scirl of Douglas* 

Tli«txi\i8^ty,ho|]«e ^i^bs n«w«t the highest 
pitch of its greatness. The Earl possessed 
Qa}loiipty> Amm^iahf and^tber extepirtve 
pmpeitties ia the^ soi}th,a£ Scotland^. iiflieDe 
fkansl^ all the inferior potnlity and gentry 
acknowledged Jbitt ab their palrpn* and lord. 
TbttS.Uiii Dou glw isa q had at.lhrar. di^pQsal 
thftt^fMiwof Scptlm^ whi^9 from^te eon*- 
itmit »i^an. with Epgji^iidt <w«s most dis^ 
ciftU«(4l aiKl ..acpuslpHied tQ..arm3. Tbsy 
possessed the dii#hy ^.TMffaine and lord- 
sUp of Long«eviUe in. France, and tbey 
viHRfi 00nnecte4 by intermnriiiags wtik fth# 
S^oltisb royal fw^ily. . < . •< 

Tbd ])^M]^)H8^e9 ,w^r^ 1^ only.poiretfiil,- 
ficond tb» ^SK$m^t ofj.Jl4«ds{ ^nd terrilorios, 
lut also.£roflai the possessioii ofigr^slk milir 
k2 
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tikhf to sov^ tod OCfcdrtMed a ^^)^t*bf •tiftl 
y«itt«Kttb«red ifi Sik^tlfthcl^ 

<tf «n« aicMUDe ta 8«itlaDd ntTer yeft w«re mm. . 

tntlitat^ skHf , w«fe utiMiiA y^^Mt hero^f^m 
Mti inkkiUmi Md the DmigllMiM mMi- 
tid to iiav^ «ttiitted to tk^iiiMlvM tb6 Mik 
md iltttibol4iy oF Hbtw^ ^ffuMM^ aildB« 
^nmdenft df IbeJaviAi of tbd Doiititfyy ttid nf 
m^ ttHe^ittM^ dtie toih(9 Mtot^lgb. ftiiMkt 
H MiAt&M.' tbit^ fb^ tlfoiu t0 tido wilk ft 
Mintio of ^ ItliMBtottfl horse ; Aid m A^riii- 
UM, tkd Bftri «f Dou^ilMPOf tkotilfte^ tHk^ 
iSfef^d Btlt M imtltivAldi dkgillnM mOn !^ 
VtUb ^veie f^lo of JailMM L, It bMy bo iiwt«* 
gfril^d timt Mil {A^wer ctottld troi h^ Miily i^ 
6tmincrd bytiuiiii iam ^ClAthlUm abd Li-- 
ViiigfttOik-'^^t^l;^ iildoM, tUiMgliibe Ugh 
officcjiB which they haUl) Imt 0«lifcrwiiO of 
A 'dcfgtW fkr lufeykrt^ to thtti of Doiighi&» 

Bdt Wh^n this pont^erM fUeMkmtA dMi 
hi 14;^ MdMritt MMMdod by tdui oonv a 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



AEIOV OP JAM^S II. U5 

yoMlb «€ Miy Bi^HMti y«af0 old, tbe.^y 
OricMim bogatt to cipy an oecaaioa to qctrth 
lfa« Douglassesf lui hq toped^ for ev^, by 
the destruction of the youthful Barl and his 
brothi^, and for aba^g, by this oruel and 
iifiteetited pufiMitiieDli thepoweir and pride 
fiflAiiagreaifiiatily. Ct»ichtan)^oposedto 
iMngftUat to join blm in this moditated 
•r^0iirii«ry) and^ though ^Mmies to mch 
^ttttiv tfaa Guardiaki of Ae Kring and the 
Oban4$tttor of the JH&gdMi united in tl>6 
i4l6 pt^ol ^ euUiligf off two b^n^ whose 
a^ alone riiowed tMr iimocence of the 
gittk elriMffed u)^n ihnim* For. this par- 
pMe iitlery aiid iaiv n^otds twera used 'to 
induce WiUsam, the youthful Effrl of I>o9i* 
gias^ and his broAer Da^ with %f)me 
nf tiMir Marssft itioiid% to ooma to oo^rt^ 
ted il wtis pretended that they would be 
MfrtaHle tonpntiiMs tuid kitimatos for i^e 
yocmgSing. An old adbereat cf die &111U 
ly gtMtly dissnad^ the Barl ftoni aacept* 
ing ilikiiiYitlidoh, and exhorted ^inii -if be 
went to' BdlitfMiKgfi in peieods, to leave at 
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UdMt I^i^ brother David bel^i^d ^iinu . But 
thlB^ yoi^ng Earl» thinJcii^^thiUi oil trfmbBp^y, 
was. ii^iided, could ^xiot be diverted fri^Qt 
the , filial journey* 

, The Chancellor Crichtou received ib» 
jBarl of Doyglas aad..bi^ biptfieroi^'tlK^ 
JQUruey, at bb own qa^tle of CrichAoib 
aud with the, uttnost appear2|iipQ,of ;Jii<)8^ 
pU^ty and kindness. After. ]:ela^inH|g.^ 
day or two at. tbis p^ace^ the; two^ l^^^bwi 
were inveigled to Edinburgh xCai^tleyapd 
introduced to the youog Hiugr whof not 
knowing the fui^tber purpose of bis guar'- 
diaqfv received tbwi with i ajObbUity, i|nd 
seemed delighted w«ith tbe..prospi9at of epn 
jewing, their society* . ^ 

. On a suddea the scane begm to.cbaufat 
At an entertainment which wf^ i^erved, qp 
to the Earl and hiB.b^ojd^er, |h^..h<dad of ii 
black bull was {^aced on, the table. , TheI>Pi|rr 
gbisses knew this, iK;aor4i% to a cus^yn. 
which prevailed Ia Scotland) to be: the sig^ 
of. deaths and leaped from tbe tfj^l^t in gr^( 
di3augr« But they wer^ seized hy hxu^ 
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MM wIh> ^efif^itMf ' l9ic )it^iix%tti!6ti t« Tltcfy' trti- 
cler#e(it a Rfo^k trtel, in trhicb utt the m« 
^ftletfele^ of th^r titt^estbrsr ^^itt «AArge<f 
against tiiem, and were coiidemned to im-< 
M^diMe.ex^titton. Tlie yoang Riifg tr^pt, 
m4 tepl<^ed LWifigvton md Gficittoti td 
ihMrtbMi oM^jv bat in vatiti. Tlicy trere 
liM^^ti« id- t&e eoni^ of the CitiMei and tk^ 
MeilABd wklK)ttt ddajr. Mateolm Fltettring 
•f CkitDftierimald, a Mtbftt} adherent of tbett' 
hiHMcly tfhai^ed flie same fkte. 
• Tbls bifrbidHoaB proeeeditt^ was as ntnrigd 
mt^^^ras unjust, ItcRddotr^daeeth^po^^f 
«f Ibe Dotlk^ttsses, bnt onljr YHisied gen^l 
detestniim: agi^nsf^ tb<M»e wb» mailag^ tlie 
affairs of James IL A fat, qniet, pitoc^aMd 
ifm^fOti dialed jKitiejft II16 Gross, indolent 
fiMi Mbh of body and tamper of Hflnd^ 
beoante Botl of DonglAs^ wliirh was pro^- 
briMy tb« reUl^M that M puMie coHlttMdotl 
i^i^ediiitely attendi^ on the murder of tbo 
t#«^ brUilMtd; Btft thi« eorpnlent digi^tary 
lived on}y two yearn, ftnd was in his inri^ 
^«i«(ieeddl by his feroti Archibald, who WM a» 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1 19 REIGN or JAM£$. II, 

active .9iid turbaleDt bm any of hu j 
predecessors, and ^pgaged in various civil, 
broils for the purpose of revenging the death 
of his kinsmen. 

James the Second, in the meanwhile^ 
came to man's estate aQd, entered o^ the, 
management of pul^lic affiiirs. He was at 
handsome man, but his coontenaiice waii 
marked op one side with a broad red i^t» 
which gained him the surname of Jaipea 
with the fiery ifaoe. They might, have callr 
ed him James with the fiery temper, in liko 
manner ; for, with many good qualities, ha 
had a hot and impetuous dis^positiont q£ 
whi^h we shaU presently see a remankabte 
instance. 

In the b^innipg of his administratioQt 
Jam^ fimployed the assistance of the Earl 
x>f Douglas^ as lieutenantrgener^ of th^ 
kingdom* But that ambitious noblemfui 
was soon disposed to extend his authoril^ 
to independent power^ aqd the King fo^iUl 
it necessary to take from him ,the danger* 
out office with wh^ch he had intrusted him« 
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Dbnglafr retired to his own castle medltai* 
ting^ revenge, whiht the King, on the other 
hand, looked around for some fitting op^ 
portunity of diminishing the power of so 
fermidahle a rival. 

Donglas was not long of showing his to- 
tal contempt of the King's authority, and 
his power of acting for himself. — One of 
Ms friends and followers, named Auchin- 
leek, had been slain by the Lord Colnlle. 
The criminal certainly deserved punish- 
ment, but it ought to have been inflicted by 
tiie regular magistrates of the Crown, not 
by 4he arbitrary pleasure of a private ba- 
rM, howeter great and powerful. Douglas, 
however, took up the matter as a wrong done 
to himself, and r^enged it by his own ilu- 
liiority. He marched a large body of his 
fbrees against the Lord CoIVille, stormed 
Us castle, and put every person within it 
ti> death. The King was unable to avenge 
liiis insult to his authority. 

In Hke manner, Douglas connived at and 
encouraged some of his followers in Annan- 
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^\^.l4^TV9fi§0 find ph«i40r lbefciui(»«f^ 
Jobo Berne99 i^ fffKBou #f tliat oo«Blnrp, 
eiQiiM9fi(lx ttttacbed to tb» King* Hetrrie% 
4. n^B ipf high 9(fiMiit Md eoosM^mbte 
power, retaliated, by waiting tho lands of 
tbpse who h«4 tbufi ^ijiirod hwn» Ik wm 
49fe9(a4 0i>d made priaon^r by I>oiig)aa» 
who caus04 him t^ be eoie^oted, %llhoii|^ 
the King aeo^t a fomJiw arder» ^pjoinibg 
him to forbew^ wy iajvry to Harriea^s 90*^ 

Bx^ 4 8lUl ipaove Sfigvmt bffneb of Jam nod 
idoUtiott/pf aU )r««p09t to the SJng'a anlbii^ 
jrity, bapponad ia the oa«^ of Mii<4«lkt<» this 
guftrdvpi of tii9ypuiig.I«ord<i[f Bopby»4QaM- 
toroftheEarkofKifondhrig^ TbwiVMii 
onf ^tbefewmeiiof ooB^aqareooaui Gal- 
loway, who, defyiiig the tbraata of tha finad 
of Doiigla«i ha4 refused t^ j^ with btfn 
^gamat the King. Tb« £arl» iooaoaed jtf 
hU oppoaiiiaQ, suddenly laisaulted hia cao* 
tie, made him priaonar, aa4 curxjod lAm to 
the strong eaatle of Thrieve, inG«U0way» si- 
tuated on an isl^id in the jimer Deeu lh» 
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Kh%'toi>k « pnrticiilar iilterest'iii Mftdlek 
hm^s fkte, tbe rather th«t he was petltidoiid 
tai iiitetfere in tiis faroar by SHr Pkitriek 
Grayv the edimmidep of the royal guard; 
a geniieniail mueh in James's €onfideii^e; 
and eonstandj attending on bia person; 
Md urto was MaoIeUan'fi neari^klm^ be^ 
sn^ hill -ancle on the mother'a side. In or* 
der to prevent Maclellan from sharing tfa4 
ftmo of Colviile and Herries, the King wnc-te 
a letter t» tbe Earl of Douglas, entreating 
aa aikvonr, mdlier than nrging as a eoin- 
nand^ that he a^osdd delmr the^petson of 
ike IkLiot df Bomby, as Maetellan tr^s 
uabaUi|reniified, iaito the hands af kis rela^ 
ftlvn, Sir Palmk Gfaray^ 

Sir Pa^fk^ idmsilf ti%wt <ifith die ietttt^ 
la «ke Castle of Thrieve* Donglas reeelved 
Mm jttBtas ke had aaisen from dkitier, afeid^ 
«4ih mnek apparetat civUty, declined to 
apeak with Gray, im the oocarfon of his 
«oming9 nntfl ke also had dined, aayisg, 
<< It was ill talking between a f nil mail add 
a fasting;'^ But tbis conr^esy was only a 
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pretetiee^to gam time to d» a vmry onicl sit^ 
tion. Gaesging that Sir Plotriok Gray's Tint 
respected tbe life of Maelellan, he reerired 
to hasten his death hefore <^&iog the King's 
letter. Thus, while he was feasting Sir Fi^ 
trick, with e^ery appearance of hospitalitjr, 
he cansed his unhappy kinsman to be lad 
out and beheaded in the eourt^yard of the 
Castle. 

When tbe dinner was over. Gray pt«- 
sented the King's letter, which Donglas re- 
ceived, and read over with every testimony 
^ profound respect. He then thanked Sir 
Patrick for the trouble he had. taken. in 
iHJnging him so gracious a letter from Us 
Sovereign, especially considering he wae not 
at present on good terms with his Majesty. 
<< And,'' he added, << the King's demand 
shall instantly be granted, the rather for 
your sake." The Eari then took Sir Pa- 
trick by the hand, and led him to the < 
tie-yard, where the body of Maelellan 
stiH lying. 

^< Sir Patrick," said he, as his servants 

8 
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r«Bi6wd dl6 Ubody dotk wUdi MVttred Ui« 
hodji ^ yon have ooaie a lifde too Jate-^^ 
tkera lies your •iater's son-^bat be wanti 
ftlie bead«-«tha body is, however^ at your 
service." 

. <^ My lord,'' said Gray, sappressing hm 
mdigiialion^ <* if you have, taken bis be^d, 
yoa-may dispose of the body as you will.''. 

But, when he had moanted his borso^ 
^vUch he instaaUy called for, bis resentment 
' broke ont, in spite of the dangerous situation 
in whieh he was placed : — 

«< My lord," said be, << if I liTe» you 
shall Utterly pay foit this day's worl^*" 

So saying, he turned his horse and gal- 
loped off. 

*^ To horse, and cbaas him !" said Don- 
gUs; and if Gray had not been well moanl* 
ed, he would, in all ptobability, have shared 
Ab fate •£ bis nephew. He was closely pur^ 
sued tall near Edinburgh, a space of fifty o>r 
sixty nules. 

Besides these daring and open instaaceaof 
e^ntraopt of the King's authority, Donglas 
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ed fait dblermiiifllioa to chsiteojr ttKliteljr tkc 
myal gdvcvamfuL He fivrmod a \mgu^ 
with tke Burl of Cra^«9&rd» mlkd Barl 
Beardie, who had great ppwer in the ooiui^ 
4M8 of ADg«% Peidi, 9md Kinnrdiiie, and 
ttvith the Barl'Of Boes» whoposMraed iwimii 
fiiM and almest veyai anfthcni^ in the north 
<»f fiheotlntidy bjr which theae three powerful 
Birie egveed that thej dmdd take 
jother'e pari in every qiiarrd» ind 
every man, the King luittsdf.not excepted* 
i . Jamee Aen pi wily fiaw that eeme strong 
jneaBure mufii be taken, yet it was not eaqr 
40 detenaine nffaltt ivae to be done. The 
league between the three Eark enahkdiheni> 
4fo|ton war. bom attempted, to aeaemble a 
4mm aoperior to that of the erowiw The 
King, therefone, diinembled hie teeentaent, 
emd, under pretext of desiring an^mdceUe 
icmference and reoonetliatioiH requested 
Douglas to come to the royal oenrt atSe» 
Ikig. ]>onghie hesitated to neoept of this 
inisitatkm, and, before he aetaally did eo, 
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he 4tafaiided imd-obteiiied m. prala^jioB^ m 
wrflMi^Bdoct, under tfa^Gvettb Sen}, fledgitig 
%h$ Kingf a promise that hm Aomld he pert- 
miMed to come to the eouri aad to reluruiia 
■nfeiy* And the Earl was more confirmed 
mids purpose of wsaiting on the King, be^ 
oause he was given to undsrsffeand that the 
CbonodhHT Crichton had rsUied from.eoort 
in some dUg^race, so. that he thought himself 
seeare/rom the plots of that greet esemy 
of his iiutnily. 

Thus proi»eted» as he thougkt, againet 
personal danger^ Douglas oame to Starling 
in the end of February l4A2i> where he 
found the Kii^g hedged in the Caalleof that 
temiy whieh was and is sttuated upon, a 
rook rising ahrnptly from the p}ain».at the 
upper end of the town* and only aeeessiUe 
by one gate» wbioh ie strongly defended. 
The.jiimieroiui followers of Douglas were, 
^uastsred in the towui but the Etutl Um* 
self was admitted into the Castle« One^oif 
hie nearest confidents» and most powerM 
allies, was James. Hamilton of Cadyow, 
1.2 
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Iho Imdaf tli^ graa hmm oS UBmikm. 
Thb g)8Dllema'B pressed forward to folhafw 
Dmiglas, -m he Qntercd ike fiite« But Li« 
vii^loii^ wha wie in 4iie Gaetle With the 
King, etnidc Hamiltoii) who was his near 
rekuiony Hpoa the faee^ and when Hamii- 
ten, greatly iMeiised^ riuAed on him, mnmi 
in>haad, fae Mjptilsed him widi a kttg Umee, 
lUI the gates were ahut ^;«]ii8t him* Sir 
i9£mm HtfBiltoa was very «ngry a* tiiis 
usage at the dme, but afterwards knew thai 
Livingsten aoted a friemUy part, in exela- 
ding him from the daiiger into whioh Do*- 
gkswvs throwing himself* .^ ( 

The King reerfved D^oglm kindly, md^ 
aftwoome wariid^le exposlniatioB with iihsi 
ttpenUslsieoondvot, all seined friendahip 
and leoffdfelity betwixt James and his too 
psEMrful snfafeet. Supper wns pr essa t e d 
ait seven o'doek, and after it was amt, the 
King led Donghs into the reeem of a wsb«* 
dow in the apartment, where he oame em 
the eafcject of the Earl's bond wkk Roes 
and Crawford, and exhorted him to give it 
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«^ fts incoBditent wMi Iim aUiegiav^eiiail 
thequietof the kingdom. Douglas dedined 
to iwUnquwh the treety «rfaioh he had form- 
ted. The King urged him mere imperionely, 
iBcnd the Eerl returned a haughty and poei- 
^ve teftMal) upbraidiag the King, at the 
aane time, widi md^adaumelratioii of Ae 
fmUieaAiire. Then the King buret into a 
rage at hie obelniaejr, and exekimed, <^ By 
HeaTen, my lord, if you will not break ihe 
leagw, this dialL'^ So eayisg, he wooadod 
ifce £erl in the breaet widi bis dagger. Sir 
fiatdefc Gray, who had vwora revenge on 
DongkuB for die exeootaoa of MaeleHan, then 
•troek Mm on the head with m bottle^axe^ 
and otfaen of ^he King's retkiae ebowed 
ihabaDBal by woanding She dead body. He 
corpse did not reeeifii any Clmstiaa burial* 
At leittty ahsttt ibrty years aineei a eksleioii 
was iMiad buried n the gaidea, jwb bdeir 
4hD fatal window^ whioh was, with muA 
fMKMkilily, coajeetvaed to be Ae Minaiiis 
of the Bad of Dooglas, who died thus 
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vtnmgely and unhap^ by the hand itf lib 
aoTeragn. 

.TfaiB was a wioked and cruel action on 
the Kiog^s paTt» bad if it were done in baatf 
pafision, and yet worse if James meditated 
the poetibiUty of this vioience from the be>* 
l^ninff and had determined to uae force if 
Douglas should not yield to persuaaion* 
The Earl had deserved panishment, per- 
haps even that of death, ffxr many Crimea 
agaiost.the state ; but the King ought not t^ 
hove slain him without form of trial, and in 
bis own chamber, after decoying him there 
an^r assurance that his person should be 
safe. Yet this assassinatisn, like that of the 
Red Comyn at Dumfries, tamed to the good 
of Scotland ; (cr God, my desrest child, who 
is often pleased to bring good out of tka 
foUies» and even the crimes of msni-rett^ 
deredfthe death of Comyn the road to tha 
frsedom of Scotland,, and that of Douglas 
the canse of the downfifdl of the Douglas 
family, which had become too powerfiil for 
the peace of the kingdom. 
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' * The scene, ioweter; opened very 4Bi!^^ 
eUtly from the manner in which it was to 
€nA, There were in tiie town of Sthrling 
fear brethren of the murdered Dottgla«l, 
who had eome to wait on him to eortrt. 
Upon hearing that their elder brother had 
died in the manner I have told yott, they 
immediately acknowledged James, the eld* 
eat of the four, as hia aueeessor in the earl^- 
dom. Th^ then hastened eaeh to die coun- 
ty where he had interest, for they were all 
groat lords, and, eoUecting their friends and 
▼aasalfi, tfa^ returned to Stirling, dragging; 
the safe^eonduet, or passport, wMeh had 
l>een gnmted to Ae Eari of Douglas, at tho 
ieal' of a iBerring-man, in order to show their 
oontemj^ for the King. They then, with the 
aound of five hundred horns and trumpets, 
prodaimed King James a false and peijuted 
man* Afterwards they pilhiged the town eif 
StifliBg, and, not thinking that enoogtt, 
'they seat hack Hamilton of Cadyowto burn 
it to the ground. But the strength of the 
Castle defied all their efforts, and after ihts 
bravado, the Douglasses dispersed them- 
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9/^vm to asaembla a sliU hrgwr bo4y of 

. So many greftt barons were engageil in 
pllUince with the house of Douglas, that U 
is said to have been a question in the King^f 
mind, whether he shomld abide the confliot^ 
or fly to Franoet.and leave the throne to the 
£a^L At this moment of extreme needi 
James found a trusty counsdJor in his con? 
^u-gerxDani Kenwdy, Archbishop of St Anr 
drew% one of the wisest men of his timo* 
The Archbishop showed his advice iaasovl 
p{ emblem or parable^ He gave the Kiog m 
jliuiioh of arrows tied together with a thoAg 
0( leather, and asked him to break theqv 
7he. Ki^g s^d it was beyond his strength 
>* That may be the case, boian4 together a^ 
.they are," replied thf» Archbishop, <^ but if 
you undo the strap and take the arrows one 
jby one, you may easily break, them all iJft 
succession. And thus, my Liege, you ough^ 
in .wisdom to deal with the insurgent no- 
bili^^ If you attack them while they ar0 
united in one mind and purpose, they will 
be too strong for yon ; bat if you can, by 
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dealing' with them separately, prevai} on 
them to abandon their union, yon may as 
easily master them one after the other, as 
you can' break the arrows if yon take each 
singly/* 

Acting npon this principle, the King made 
private representations to sereralof the nobi- 
lity; to whom his agents fonnd access, show- 
ing them that the rebellion of the Douglasses 
would, if successfhl, render that family su- 
perior to all others in Scotland, and «nk the 
rest of the Peers into men of Httle conse- 
quence. Large gifts of lands, treasures, and 
honours, were liberally promised to those 
who^ in this moment of extremity, should 
desert the Douglasses and join the King^s 
party. These large promises, and the secret 
dread of the great predominance of the Dou- 
' glas family, drew to the King's side many, 
that had hitherto wavered betwixt their al- 
legiance and their fear of the Earl. 

Among these, the most distinguished was 
the Earl of Angus, who, although himself a 
Douglas, being a younger branch of that 
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tunstkyi joined on tht6 mfimonible <Moa£bti 

with> ibe Kiag afaiii«| bis kiimixiAii, Rn4 

^ve tise to Ibe sayingi that <^ the Bed 

X>aug]a8 (audi was the ootnplexion of tko 

Angus family) had put down the Blaek." « 

■ The gr^t fomily of Gordon ako declaring 

for the Kbig» tikeir chief) the Earl of Hqnay^ 

cdileetedan anviy in thenorth, and mar^lied 

aoiiih as fer aa Brechin to sopport the roynl 

ai]^;bority. Herehe wasenooimteredby the 

Baii of Crawford^ who had takto an«s tsat 

Ifae Dongka party, accord»g to tiie &tal 

bond w^^ bad cost the Earl Willjam bis 

lifik One of Ae«bief leaders m Cr^wfoid'^ 

tirmy waa Jobtr GoUaaee of Boniiyinoi>n» (or 

Balnkmion,) who cominaiMkd a gaUa»t bo* 

dy of meat, aimed iHitfa bilki and battie-Meflf 

on which the Eacl gnei^y rriied* Bat bar 

fope the tusivm^ this Johox CoUtase bad 9sk^ 

Cnuwfidrd to grUi Urn «ertata laitdsi HnA 

lay conyenient for himi and oelur bis booae^ 

which the Earl refused to do. Collasae, iu" 

censed ai; the reAisalt took an opportanilyi 

when the battle was at ithe eloseit, to witb« 

draw from the conflict ; upon which Craw- 
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tmd^B men^ who had been dn ih^ pomt of 
girining^ tbe yictiiry, los4 hearty aivd ware de^ 
feated. Other battks were fought in dilV 
fiN*eiit parte of Sootlatid between the Don* 
glaRsea and thdr alliesi and those noblemen 
and gentlemen who faTonred the King. 
Mach blood was epilt^ and great miaefaief 
done to the oonntryv Among <otber ioBtan«> 
oee of the deeolation of these citil war% 
die Earl of Huntly burned one htf f of the 
townof Elgin^ being that part whichinolined 
to the D^nglasseii^ while he left stUnding the 
oj^poHte part of the same street, which was 
i»habited byeitiz^is attached, to his own ia* 
mily. Hence the prorerb when a thing le 
ittipwfectly linishped, that it ii> ^' Half done» 
ae^Blgin was burned." Famine and pestir 
lence came to add to the desoketioH of the 
ootintryi wasted by a civil war, wiiich oe*- 
eaaioned skirmiriies, oonflagratieB% and' 
alaughters, almost in evvfcy protiace of 
Scotland. 

Tbe royal party at length began to gain 
gronnd ; for the present Earl of Douglas 
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seems to have been a man of less action and 
decision than was usual with those of his 
name and family. The Earl of Crawford 
was one of those who first deserted him, 
and applied to the King for forgiveness and 
restoration to favour. The King, though 
lie had many subjects of complaint against 
this powerful lord, and notwithstanding he 
had ma^e a vow to destroy the Earl's Cas- 
tle of Fibhaven, and to make the highest 
stone the lowest, nevertheless granted him 
a full pardon, and made him a visit at Fin- 
haven, where he accomplished his vow, by 
getting to the top of the battlements and 
throwing a small stone, which was lying 
loose there, down into the moat ; thus, in 
one sense, making the highest stone in the 
house the lowest, though not by the demo- 
lition of the place. By this clemency the 
minds of the hostile nobles were concilia- 
ted, and many began to enter into terms of 
submission. 

But the power of the Douglasses remain- 
ed unbroken, and it was so great that there 
was little hope that the strugg^wjirfd be 
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ended without a defiperate battle* Atleagtln 
such an event seemed , near , approaching*! 
The Earls of Orkney and Angus, acting for 
the King, had besieged Abercorn, a strong 
Castle on the Frith of Forth, belonging to 
the Earl of Douglas. Douglas collected the 
whole strength which his family and allien 
could ruse, amountiiig, it is said, to nearly 
forty thousand men, with which he advant> 
ced to raise the siege. The King, on the 
other hand, having assembled the whol^ 
forces of the north of Scotland, advancecl 
to meet Douglas, at the head of an army 
somewhat superior in numbers to that of 
the Earl, but inferior in military discipline* 
Thus ev^erything seemed to render a com- 
bat inevitable, the issue of which must have 
shown whether James. Stewart or James 
Douglas was to wear the Crown of Scotr 
land. The small river of Carron divided 
the two armies. 

But the intrigues of the Archbishop of iSt 
Andrews had made a powerful impression 
upon many of the nobles who acted with 
Douglas, and there was a party among his 
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tiSUmen, wlie oheyei faitci more (Vom Ihut 
tiMiii affectidii. OttierB, seeing a certain d«^ 
gree oi^oncertsiBty in Douglas's res^udotls^ 
dod a wanl of decision in 4iis actions, b^nii 
todonbt whether he was a leader fit to eon* 
dkiet so perilous an enterprise* Amongst 
Miese kst \fm Sir James Hamiltbn of Cad- 
yoW, already mentioned^ who commanded 
tti Douglas's army three hna^h^ horse, and 
as many infantry^ ail men of tried disci^ 
^ne and ^oarage. The Atehbishop Ken* 
nedy was Hamilton's kinsman, and took ad* 
^^ntags of their relationship to send a seor^ 
Rtessengi^r to inform him that the King was 
well disposed to pardon his rebellion, and 
to show hkn great favour, provided that he 
would at that critieal moment renoanco the 
caaoe of Douglas, and return to the King^ 
obedience^ These arguments mado consi«> 
derablfe impreiMion ^ Hamilton, who^ ne- 
vertheless, having been long the friend and 
Mlower of tihe Earl of Do«glas» was hAth 
to desert his old friend in such an extre- 
mity. 
' On the next morning after this secret 
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omferwoe) the King tmkt.^ herald i^Hbm 
Gspgap of.Douglasy ^isfafii^Bg him t0;dMk 
poise Im followers^ on pam that he and 
hia accomplices should be praclaimed traftr 
torSf hut at the same time promisiag for<^ 
giveness and ri^wsards to all wh^tsh^uld Icatb 
the yebellious. standard, of Douglas^ • Don* 
gViS:0iade a moek.of thia summons; and 
sounding his la'umpets, and plaeii^ his men 
in orde^it marched stoutly, forward to en^r 
counter. the King's, army^ who. on thdr/sids 
left th w camp» and eame forward with dis* 
played hanners^ as if to instant battle. It 
seems^ however, that the message of the he- 
i»]d had made some impression on the fol- 
lowers of Donglag) and perhi^. on the Earl 
Umaelfi hy rendering him doubtfpil of t|ieir 
adheiPence* He saw» or thought he aaw^ 
thai his troops were discounted, and led 
them hack into his. camp, hoping to inisipir^ 
ihwi with more confidenee and sseal. But 
tk» movement, had a different eflbct ; for no 
si^er had the Earl returned to his tsnt, 
than Sir James Hamilton came to expos- 
M 2 
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tBlkM with biiii, oncl to mqHiFe Um to msfj 
#Kfetht3r be m^tiiit 10 fight or not, m&xtimg 
him tliat overy dday was in favour of Ae 
Kifig, and that tbe longer the Earl pat «tf 
the day of battle, the fewer men he would 
have' to fight it wilb* Donglae a&irwered 
cotitemptiioasly to HamiitOB, Aat ^< if he 
wae afraid to stay, he was wekoiBe to go 
home/' Hamilton took the Earl at hie word, 
naAd leaviog the camp of Dou^a% went over 
to l^e King that very night; The exattple 
trae so gen^Ally followed, that tbe army of 
Douglas ee^med suddenly todidiand it*ei^ 
and fn tlie morning l^e Earl had not a him* 
dred men left in bliieileilta»ddeeeitMoaiiafi^ 
Excepting hie own immediate feUowerB. He 
Was obliged to fiy into Annandale, 'WfaeM Us 
brothers and f^lbwers eustmned a eevera 
defeat from the Scotts atid4»tber Borderec% 
fiear a plaee eafled Arkinfaolme. Oae of 
4h& EarF s bretbere fell in tbe battle^ «D#lk«r 
was woanded and made prisoner, tmA itti* 
mieAately executed. The ^ird eeOiped4ttto 
England^ where theSBarl alsofaa»dar«tfmt. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



WARS WITH THE DOUGLA6$£8. 199 

Thms Unrpcyirar of tilis great and predmai-* 
iint fiMnily^ which seemed to stand so fnur 
for possessing the erown^ fell at length wUh«^ 
tat a struggle ; and their greatness, which 
had been founded upon the loyalty and bra- 
very ef the Good Lord James, was destroy*^ 
od by the rebellious and wavering conduct 
oiF the kit Earl. 

: The unfortunate nobleman remained 
nearly twenty years a banished man in Bng- 
kmdy tmd was almost forgotten in his own 
country until the subsequent reign» when, 
in 14M, he was defi^ted and made prison- 
er, in a small excursion which be had at- 
tempted to make upon the frontiers of An- 
riandnle. He surrendered to a brother of 
mrkpatrick of Closebnm, who, in the 
Eiarl's belter days, had been his own y^m-' 
Md, and wbo shed tears at seeing his did 
aiaater in such a lamentable utuation. He 
even proposed to set him at liberty, and fly 
mdthhiminto England; butDouglasrejected 
thlff effer. ^« I am tired," he said, *^ of exile ; 
nnd asihereisaTewaid offsred by the King 
for my head, I had rather it were conferred 
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Qn yoQ^ who were nlways fisaibftil U> mt^wUh 
I was faithful to myself, than on an j oue 
•1^9•" Kirkpatrick, however, acted kindly 
and generously. He secured the Earl in some 
secret abode, and did not deliver him up to 
the King until be bad a promise of his life. 
Douglas was then ordained to be put into the 
Abbey of Lindores, to which sentivaGe he 
submitted cslmly,. only, using a popular pro« 
verb> <^ He that cannot do. better must be a 
monk.'' He lived in that convent fouryeara 
afterwards, and with him, as the last of Jbia 
f«.mily, expired the principal branch of thesA 
tremendous Earls of Douglas* 
' Other Scottish families arose upon theip: 
ruins, in consequence of the distribution 
made of their immense forfeited estates^ to 
those who had assisted the Kii^g in. sup- 
pr^^ssing their power* Amongst these Ao 
Earl. of Angns, who, although kinsman to 
the. Earl of/ Douglas, had sided with the 
Kii^, received by far the greater share, jto 
an amount, indeed, which enabli^ the:fiir 
luily, as we shall see,. to pursue the same 
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^^l^itiMBi'eooiw tm tliat ofttaelr kirisMk of 
tb^ eiilier branch, althoagli they neither ro«e 
U> mttok high elevatiofi, nor sunk into the 
emnie irreparable ruin which wa« the lot- of 
the<Kriginal fitmily. 

" Hamilton also rdae into power on the fall 
ist the Doaglas* His opportane desertion of 
kk kinstnan at Abereom was aeeounled 
ge&i service^ and was rewarded with large 
grunte of land, and at last with the hand of 
Idie King^s eldest daughter in marriage. 
» gff David Soott of Ktrknrd and Buc- 
«)Meh obtained also great gifts of land for 
kis elan's service and his own, at the battle 
of Arkinholme^ and began that eonrse of 
gl^eatness which raised his family to the 
dileri dignity. 

Sach, my dear child, is the course of the 
W^rk), in which the downfell of one great 
ftmn or family is the means of advancing 
others, as a filing tree throws its seed upon 
rtie ground, and causes young plants to arisd 
ill' its room. 

The English did no( make much war upon 
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Scotland daring this reign^ being eDgi^;ed at 
home with their dreadful civil wars of York; 
and Lancaster, For the same reason, per- 
haps, the Scots had the advantage in the 
battle of Sark, and in two other actions* 

Relieved from the rivalship of the Dou- 
glas, and from the pressure of constant war 
with England, James IL govamedScotlamd 
firmly. The kingdom enjoyed considerable 
tranquillity during his reign ; and his last 
Parliament were able to recommend to him 
the regular and firm execution of the laws^ 
as to a prince who possessed the full means 
of discharging his kingly office, without 
resistance from e^ doers or infringers of 
justice. This was in 1458. But only two 
years afterwards all these fair hopes were 
blighted. 

The strong Border Castle of Roxburgh 
had remained in the hands of the English 
ever since the fatal battle of Durham. The 
King was determined to recover thisbulwark 
of the kingdom. Breaking through a truce 
which existed with England at the time. 
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James Buminoned together the full force' of 
bis kingdom to accomplish this great enter- 
prise. The nohles attended in numberer^ 
and well accompanied, at the summons of a 
prince who was always respected, and gene- 
rally successful in his military undertakings. 
Even Donald of the Isles proved himself a 
loyal and submissive vassal ; and while he 
came with a force which showed his greal^ 
authority, he placed it submissively at the 
disposal of his sovereign. His men were 
arrayed in the Highland fashion, with shirts 
of mail, two-handed swords, axes, and bows 
and arrows ; and Donald offered, when the 
Scots should enter England, that he would 
march a mile in front of the King's host, 
and take upon himself the danger of the 
first onset. But James's first object was 
the siege of Roxburgh. This strong Castle 
was situated on an eminence near the junc- 
tion of Tweed and Teviot ; the waters of the 
Teviot, raifted by a dambead or wear, flow- 
ed round the fortressy and its walls were as 
strong as the engineers of the time could 
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raise* On former occjifIods it hftd beel) 
taken by strat&gem^ but James was now V^ 
proceed by a tegular siege. 

With this purpose fa^ established a batr 
lery of such hirge clumsy oauDon as were 
eonstrueted at diat time^ upon the north 
side «f the river Tweeds The siege had 
lasted some time, and the army began to b^ 
weary of the underiakiDg, when they re« 
ceived new spirit froti the arrival of the 
Earl of Huntly with a gallant body of fresh 
troo|)6» The King, out <^ joy at these suc« 
eourls^ oommaaded his artillery to fire a vol« 
ley upon the Castle^ and fttood near the can« 
Hon himsdf) to aal'k the effect of tibe shot; 
The guns of the period w^re awkwardly 
framed out of bars of iroti, fasten^ toge<- 
th^ by hoops of the same metal, somewhat 
in the same manner in wbi6h barrels are 
now made. They were» therefore, hr more 
liable to accidents thaoti modern cannon, 
which are cast in one entire solid piece, and 
then bored hoUow by a machine. One of 
these ill-made gans burst in going off. A 
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fwg im it l of iron broke JbmeB'fe tbigh-bone, 
and killed him on the spot. Another spUn*- 
ter wounded the Earl of Angus. No other 
iwreon iustaiaad injmy, though many stood 
anNind. Thue iM James the Seoond of 
Scotland^ in the twenty-ninth year of his 
iifo^ af tcor reigkiing twenty«£mr yeara. 

This King did not possess the ekgant ao^ 
complisbments of hia father ; and the manp 
ner in which he slew Donghis must be ad^ 
0utted as « sUdn upon his reputation. Yet 
ha was upon the whole a good Prince^ and 
w^s greatly lamented by his snbjeets. A 
thorn tree, in tbeDoke of Roxburgbe's park 
at Fleiuvy still shows the. spot where he 
4i«d. • 
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CHAP. IX. 

^Beign of James III. — Insurrection of tke 
Homes ofid HepbumS — Murder of the King, 

Upon the lamentable death of Jafiies 11^ 
the army which lay b^rfbre Roxburgh was 
greatly discoun^^d, and seemed about t^ 
raise the siege. But Margaret, the widow 
of their slain Monarch, appeared in their 
council of war, leading in her eldeffl son^ 
ft child of eight years old, who was the suo- 
dessor to the crown, and spoke to thenk 
these gallant words : << Fye, my noble lord^ 
think not now shamefully to give np an en^ 
terprise which is so bravely begun, or to 
abandon the revenge of this unhappy acci- 
dent which has befallen before this ill-omen- 
ed castle. Forward, my brave lords, and 
persevere in your undertaking, and never 
turn your backs till this siege is victoriously 
ended. Let it not be said that such brave 
champions needed to hear from a woman, 

; 
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and « widawad one» the courageous advice 
and oomfort wbiob she ought rather to re^ 
ceive from you." The Scottish nobles re- 
ceived this heroic address with shouts of 
applause^ and persevered in the siege of 
Roxburgh Castle, until the garrison, recei* 
ving no relief, w^re obliged to surrender 
the place through famine. The governor 
is stated to have been put to death, and in 
the aiumosity of the Scots i^;ainst every- 
thing, concerned with the death of their 
King,, they levelled the walls of the Castle 
with the ground, and the Scottish army re* 
twrnsd victorious from i|n enterprise whidi 
had cost them so dear. 

The minority of James III. was more 
prosperous than that of his father and[ 
grandlather. The affiiirs of state were gui«» 
ded by the experienced wisdom of Bishop 
Kennedy. Roxburgh was, as we have said, 
taken and destroyed, Berwiok, during the 
dissensions of the Civil Wars of England, 
was surrendered to the Scots, and the do* 
minions c£ the Islands of Orkney and Zet- 
landt wb|cb had hitherto bdbnged to the 
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Kings of NorwBjTy werid aoqnired as ths i 
Eiage portion of a Prinoess of Denmark and 
N<H'wa]r» who was onited in marriago to the 
King of Scotland* 

These favourable circnntotaaees were first 
interrupted by the death of Archbisbop^' 
Kimnedy; after whieh event, one family, 
that of the Boyds, started into sueh a de« 
gree of temporary power as seemed to 
threaten the public tranquillity. The ki-* 
tor of James IIL was Gilb^t Kennedy, a 
wise and grave man, who continued to ro-^ 
golate the studies of the King after the death 
of his brother the prelate, but unadvisedly 
called in to bis assistance Sir Alexander 
the brother of Lord Boyd^ as cue who was 
younger and fitter than himself to teach 
James military exercises. By means of thia 
appointment, Sir Alexander, his brother 
liOrd Boyd, and two of bis sons, became so 
intimate with the King, that they resolved 
to take him from under the management d 
Kennedy entirely. The Court was then re^ 
siding at Linlithgow, and the King, wlule 
abroad on a hunting party, was persuaded 
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k^.dboDl Us hormfM bmA to Bdinbiutki in« 
Slcad of rduriiiiig. Keanedy, the tutor^ has* 
tened toopposs tlie Kiog^sdesire, and seiriof 
Us harse by the bridle, wished to lead him 
hsok to Linlithgow* Alexander Boyd rush- 
ed foorwardy and strikmg wlUi a hantiog-staff 
the old many who had deserved better usage 
at his hand,' forced him to quit the King'a 
nin, and aceomplished his purpose of oar« 
flying James to Edinburgh, where he enter-* 
ed upon the adiaiaistratien of affairsy aadv 
haying granted a salema pardon to the: 
Boyds for whalever violiinoe had oeonrred 
in thek preeeedings, he employed them for 
a time* - Sir Thomas^ one of Lord Boyd'Sr 
sons, was h<me«ved with the hand of tbe^ 
Pnnoess Mai^aret, the King's eldest sister, 
and was created Earl of Arras* He des^^ 
▼ed even this elevation by hk personal ac* 
oemplishments, if he approached the ebaf^ 
raoter given of him by an English gontle* 
Rum. He is described as *^ the most cour*^ 
teous, gentk, wise, kind, companionable^ 
fltad bounteous Barl of Arran;'''--and again, 
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M^^ii light, able*bodied, wdiHSpoken man, 9t 
goodly aroher, and a knight moat devout^, 
most perfect, and most true to his lady." 

Notwithstanding his' aeconiplishmonts» 
the sttcUen rise of his family was followed 
by as sudden a fall. The King depriyed the 
Boyds of their offices, and caused Aem to be 
tried for the violence committed at linlith*. 
gow, notwithstanding the pardon wUch htt 
himself had granted. Sir Aleamiider Boyd 
was condemned and executed. Lord Boyd 
uid his sons escaped^ and died in exiles 
After the death of Sir Thomas, (the Earl 
of Arran,) the Princess Margaret, was mav*^ 
ried to the Lord Hamilton, to whom aha 
carried the estate and title of Arran. 

It was after the fall of the Boyds tha* the 
King came to administer the govermnent 
in person, and that the defects of his ehm^ 
meter began to appear. He was timorooa, 
a great failing in a warlike age; and hia 
cowardice miEuie him suspicious of his nobi- 
lity, and particularly oi his two brothees. 
He was fond of money, and therefore did 
not use that generosity towards his power* 
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fml sdbjeota wMdi wbs aeoemary to fteema 
their attachment, but, on the contmrjr, mm- 
deavonred to obtain ricfaee by encroaching 
upon the rights both of clergy and Udty^ 
and thua made himself at once hated and 
eontomptiUe. He was fond of the fine arto» 
as they are called, a di^oaition graceful in 
a monarch, if exhibited with due r9gKcd to 
his dignity. But he made architects and 
musicians his prindipal oompanians, eocdu* 
ding his nobility from the personal fiimiliaf 
rity to whidi he admitted those wlumi the 
haughty Barons of Scothnd termed masons 
and fiddlers. Cochran, an architect, lU^ 
gers, a nrasician, Leonard, a smitfi, Hom» 
mel, a tailor, and Torphichen, a fencings 
master, were his counsellors and compa^- 
nions* These habits of low society excited 
the hatred of the nolnlity, who began to 
make comparisons betwixt the King and 
his two brothers, the Dukes of Albany and 
Mar, greaUy to tbe disadvantage of James. 
Both these princes were of appearance 
and manners such as were then thought 
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most soiled to tiamr ttnyA Ificth. Tbik ht 
the desariplion of the Duke of Albany hy 
aa aineient 8cottkh author: He mis weli 
proportioDedy and tall in stature^ and'conep? 
ly in hie countaiaiice* that is to say, broad?* 
^oed, red^nosed, large^eared, and having 
a very awful coontenance when it {^leased 
kiin iq speak with those who had diaplea* 
sed him. Mar was of a less stern temptTf 
and gave great satLafaeftion to all who «p* 
proaohed his person, by the mildness and 
gsntleaess of his manners. Bedi prmeea 
were exoelleat in the military, exereises of 
tiltingt hunting, hawking, and other per* 
sonal accompliahmeiits^ for whidh their bro^ 
ther, the Kipg, was unfit, by tjaste, or fcom 
tisiidity, althongk they were in thos^ timea 
tfeeksned indaqpcnsable to a man of raak» 

Pwhaps some excuse for the»KiBg^s fead 
may be £t>und in the turbulent diflpositMm 
of the Scottish nobles, who, like the Dou- 
glasses and Boyds, often nourished schemes 
of ambition, which th^ endeayoured togvm* 
tify by exercking a control over the King'* 
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persob* The foUowitig incident may servo 
to amiise yoii» among so many melaneholy 
taleS) and at the same time to show yoa 
tilie manners of the Scottish Kings^ and the 
£aars which James entertained for the en* 
terprises of the nohility. 

About the year 1474, Lord SomerviUe 
hmig in attendance upon the King's courty 
Jam^ IIL offered to come and visit hini at 
his Castle of Cowthally, near the town of 
Carnwmth, where he then lived in all the 
rude hospitality of the time, for which he 
was peculiarly remarkable. It was Us ens- 
tom, when, being from home, he intended 
to return to the castle with a party of guests, 
merely to write the words, SpeateB and raxes; 
that is, spits and ranges, meaning by this 
hint that th^e should be a great quantity 
of food pr^ared, and that the spits and 
ranges, or frame-work on which they turn» 
should be put. into employment. Even the 
visit of the King himself did not induce 
Lord Somerville to send any other than his 
usual intimation, only he repeated it three 
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times, and diflipatched' it to his castle h^ 
a special messenger. The paper was deli^ 
msred to the Lady Somerville, who, having 
been lately married, was not quite aeoustom- 
ed to r^d her husband's handwriting, which 
probably was not very good, in those tiipes 
when noUemen used the sword move than 
th^pen. So. the. lady sent for the steward^ 
and, after laying their heads t<^ther, in« 
stead of reading. Speaies and rasces^ speaieB 
mid rcuceSf speaies and rcLxes^ they made out 
the writing to be Spears andjacis, spears 
emdjacksj spears and jacks* Jacks w^re a 
sort of leathern doublet, covered with plates 
of iron, worn a^armeur by horsemen of in«< 
fartor rank. T{iey concluded the meaning 
<if these terrible words to be, that Lord &h 
Eoenrille was. in some distress, or. engaged 
in some quarrel in Edinbui^h, and waiUed 
assistanee; so that, instead of > lulling ca^ttle 
and preparing for a feast, tli^j eoUeeted 
armed- men together, and got ready for a 
fray* A party of two hundred horsemea 
were speedily fssemb^ed, apd were trotting 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



AEION OF JAMES III* i&l^ 

oter Ibe mMra to Edinburgh) wben th«^ 
oMerved a Iki^ company of gentl^moft em^ 
ployed it. the sport of hawking, on the ddo 
ofCorsett-MlL This waa the King and Lord 
fiomerville. Who were on their road to Cow* 
lihally, taking their sport as they went along* 
The appearance of a numerous body of arm* 
ed men sodn turned their game to earnest t 
tmd the King, who saw the Lord Somer** 
iHUe's bamiet at the head of the troop, oon^ 
dnded it wais some rebellious enterprise 
a^inst his person, aiid charged the Baron 
With treason. Lord SomerviOe declared 
his innocence* << Yofider," sidd be, << are 
indeed my men and my banner, but I have 
no Imowledge whatever of the cause that 
has brought them here. But if your Grace 
will permit me to ride forwiird, I will sooti 
see the cause of this disturbance. In the 
meanthne, let tny eldest son and heir remain 
as a hostage in your Grace's power, and leit 
him lose his headif Iprove false to my duty." 
The King accordingly pemutted Lord So* 
merville to ride towards his followers, when 
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tli0 nuilter was soon explmned by those who 
oomniMided them* The mistake was then 
only subject of merriment ; for 1^ King, 
looking at the letter, protested he himself 
would have read it spears and jacks, rather 
than speats and raxes. When they came to 
Cowthally, the lady was much out of conn- ' 
tenance at the mistake. Bat the King great- 
ly praised h«r for the dispatch v^ch she had 
used in raising men to assist her husband, 
and said he hoped she would always have 
as brave a band at his service, uriien die 
King and Kingdom reqiured them. And 
thus everything went happily off. 
• It was natural that a Prince of a timidy: 
and at the same time a severe disposition, 
such as James III. seems to have had, 
should see with anxiety the hold which his 
brothers possessed over the hearts of his sub* 
jects ; and the inmnuations of the unworthy 
liimiliars of his private hours turned that 
anxiety and suspicion into deadly and im- 
placable hatred. Various causes combined 
to induce the mean and obscure &vourites 
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0f James to BOW enmitjr betwixt him aiid 
hie Inrothers. The Homes and HepbnniB^ 
£EuniIiea which had risen into additional 
power after the fall of the Douglasses, had 
several private disputes with Albany eon*^ 
eeming privileges and property belonging 
to the Earldom of March, which had been 
conferred on him by his fitther. Albany 
was also Lord Warden of the east frontiers^ 
and in that capacity had restrained and dis«- 
oMiged those powerful clans. To be re* 
venged, they made interest with Robert 
dochran, the King's principal adviser, and 
gave him, it is said, lai^e bribes to put Al* 
bany out of credit with the King, Coch* 
jran's own interest suggested the same vile 
course, for he must have been sensible that 
-Albany and Mar disapproved of the King^s 
intimacy with him and his companions. 

These unworthy favourites, therefore, set 
themselves to fill the King's mind with ap^ 
prehensions of dangers which were to arise 
to him from his brothers. They informed 
Urn that the Earl of Max had consulted 
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witches when and how the King ishonld die^ 
and that it had been answered that he should 
fall by means of his nearest relations. They 
brought to James also an astrologer, that isj 
a man who pretended to calculate fatnre 
events by the motion of the stars, who told 
him that in Scotland a Lion should be killed 
by h»6wn whelps. All these things wrought 
on the jealous and timid disposition of <he 
King, so that he seized upon both his 
brethren. Albany was imprisoned in the 
Castle of Edinburgh, but Mar's faSto was 
instantly decided^ The King caused hia 
brother to be put to death by stifling him 
in a bath, or, as other historians say, by 
eausing him to be bled to death. James IIL 
committed this horrid crime, in order t# 
o^void dangers which were in a great mea- 
sure imaginary ; but we shall find that the 
death of his brother Mar rattier endangered 
than added to his safety. 

Albany was in danger of the same fate» 
but some of his friends in France or Scat*> 
land had formed a plan of reseumg him» 
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A smsftll 9I0OP came into ikt road-stftad 
ixf Leidi, loaded with wine of Gaicony, 
and two small barrels were sent up as a 
present to tiie imprisoned Prince. The 
g^)Ard haying suffered the casks to be cart 
vied to Albany's chambfir, the Ihike, •exar* 
Inining tbessi in priiFale, found that one of 
thcxa contained a. roll of wax, enclosipg a 
letter, exhorting him to make his eso^pe» 
and proiBJsing that the little ressel which 
barmight the wine should be ready to receiva 
himifheoottldgainthewator-side. The let-* 
ler conjured him to be speedy^ as there waa 
a purpose to bdsiead him on the day follow*! 
ing. A coil .of ropes was also eadosed in,tho 
sameiaasky to effect bis descent from thecastla 
wall, ^d the precipice upon which it is bnilt* 
llhere was a futbful attendant, his chamhern 
lain, imprisoned with him in the same cham-; 
Wywho.ptOBposed to assist his master in this 
perilous und^taldng. The first pmnt waa 
to seeure the captain of the guard; for. 
which purpose Albany invited him to sup 
with him, in order, as the Duke pretended. 
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to taste the good wine which had been pre- 
sented to him. The captain of the guards 
ha^ng placed his watches where he though! 
there was danger, came to the Duke's cham- 
ber, attended by three of his soldiers, and 
partsok of a collation* After supper, the 
Duke engaged him in playing at tables and 
dice, and the captain, seated beside a hoi 
fire, and plied with wine by the chamber-* 
kin, hepok to grow drowsy, as did his at- 
tendants, on whom the liquor had not been 
spared. Then the Duke of Albany, a strong 
man and desperate, leapt from table, and 
stabbed the captain with a whinger or dag^ 
ger, so that he died on the spot The like 
he did to two of the captain's men, and 
the chamb^lain dispatched the other, and 
threw theu^ bodies on the fire. This was 
the more easily accomplished that the soL- 
daers were intoxicated and stapled. Thsj 
then took the keys from tbecaptain's pockety 
and getting out upon the walls, chose a r»* 
tired corner, out of the watchmen's sights 
to make their perilous descent. The oham** 
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berbiti tri«d to go down the rope fint, taut 
it wils too diert, go that he fell and broke 
bis thigh-hone. He then eaUed to hia main 
t^ to make the rope longer. Albany re- 
turned to hie apartment, and took the sheets- 
horn the bed, widi which he lengthened the 
rope, so that he descended die' prediHee in 
fittfety. He then got his ehamb^lain (m hie 
back, and conveyed him to a place of safety, 
Where he might remam concealed till hia' 
hart was otited, and went himself tb tlw 
sea^^side^ when, upon the appointed aignaly 
a boat came ashore and took him oflFto the 
ressel, in which he sailed for f ranee. 

During the night, the guards, who kne^. 
tihat their offieer was in 1^ Duke's epartt^ 
ment widi four men, eonld not but suppose 
Aat all was safe; but when daylight d^w- 
6d them the rope hanging from the walls, 
tkey became akrmed, and hastened to tha 
Duke's lodgings. Here ifaey found ^ body 
of one man lying near tbe door, and tha 
corpses of the Captain and other two lying 
upon the fir^ The Kbig vmA much surpri- 
o2 
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sed at CO Strang^ an escape^ and would give 
no credit to it till he had eacamkied the place 
witb has own eyes. 

• The death of Mar, and the %ht of Al** 
bany, increaseddMinsolenceof King James's 
nnwerthy favonrites. Robert Cochran, the 
mason, rose into great power, and as eyery 
man's petition to the King came through his 
hands, and he expected and reomved bribes 
to give his countenance, he amassed so mtyth 
wealth, diat he was able in his torn to bribe 
the King to confer on him the Earldom of 
Mar, with the lands and revenues ^ the de* 
ceased Prince* All men were filled with iiH 
^ignation to see the inheritance of the mur- 
dered Duke^ the son of the King of Scotland^, 
conferred upon a mean upstart like this 
Cochran. He was guilty of another piece 
of mal-administration, by nubiing the silver 
coin of the kingdom with brass and lead» 
and thereby decreasing its real value, while 
orders were given by proclamaticm to take, 
it at the same rate as if it wa*e composed of, 
pure silver. The peo]^ refused to sell their, 
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•^ora aiid odier oommodttiM for llik ddboMd 
eoiiiy wbibh introduMd greal dirtreuy co»* 
iosioiiy and soareity. Sohm one told Coeli* 
»D, that this Hwaey shcwdd be oalkd in, and 
good ooin ianied in ila atead; bat he was so 
ioenfident of the correney of the Cochraft* 
{ilaeksy as the people ealled thaoai, that he 
Mud,*— <* The day lam hanged they may be 
ealled in ; not sooner." This speeoh, which 
he made in jest, pnnred true in reality. 
« In the year 1588, thedispntes widi Eng- 
land had eome to a great height, and Bd« 
ward IV. made preparataons to invade Seot* 
land, prindpally in the hope, of reeovering 
the town of Berwiclc He invited theDohe 
of Albany £rom Branca to join him in this 
nndettaking, promising to place him on the 
Scottii^ throne instead of his broUm. This 
was held out in order to take advantage of 
the nnpepnlarity of King James, and the ge- 
neral disposition whidi manifested itself in- 
Soothmd in fitvoor of AlbKsy. 
But, however discontented with their wsh 
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ymt^Uf the Scetttth nalira showed them^ 
«tl9«s in BO way diBpoMd to Tecc&ve anoiher 
kiDf fma die.faMMk of Um Bnglkiu Tke 
Parlmmeiit astemUed, axid uaanimoiisly der 
termittoioawaY agaiiut Edward the Bobbery 
ag they called Edward IV. To support Uiia 
wknt language, James ordered the vhele 
anray of the hiagdom, that is, all the mea 
who were boand to disaharge military sert 
vice, to aapeaiMn st the Boroagh*aioor of 
Bdinborgh, fixan wlie&<» they amohed to 
Lander, add encamped: hotween the lia^ 
Leadetiand the town to ihe nuadMr of fili^ 
thoasandimea. 

Bat the great ban>n% who had thera aa4 
semUed with their CoUovars, were lass dia* 
posed to advance against the English than 
ta oorreet the ahuses of King Jamas's mii 
aaniatratioa. 

Many of the nobility and batata held a 
secret council in the chuceh of Lander, 
where they enlarged upon tiha evils iribioh 
Seatland sostained through the ins^lottce 
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and corraplioii of Cociuan and hit 
datMU Willie they ware thas dedaiming^ 
Lord Ghray requested thor attentioa to a 
&Ue. << The nice," he^said^ << being maeli 
annoyed by tbe persecntion of die oat, re* 
solved that a bdl should be hung about 
puss's neek, to give notioe wkea she was 
coming. But though the measure was 
agreed to in full eouncily it eould not becarw 
fied intoeffeet, because no mouse had cou- 
rage enough to undertdoe to tie the bell to 
the nedc of their formidable enemy.'' This 
was as much as to say, that though &ey 
might make bold resolutions against the 
King's ministers, yet it would be difficult 
to find any one oourageous enough to act 
upon them* 

' Arefaibald, Eari of Angus, a man of gi** 
gantic strength and intrepid courage, and 
bead of that second family of Douglas whom 
I before mentioned, started up when Grray 
had done speaking. *^ I am he," he said, 
f^ who will bell the isat;" from which ex- 
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praMion he mia duAin^lilied by th» name 
^ BeU*the-C«t to Ins djiag day. 

While thitt «ngitged, a laud authoritative 
kaookiBf was heaid at the deor. This aii'^ 
Boouead the. arrival of Coehflaa^ attended 
by a guard of ihre^hundred nen, attached 
to hie awn person, dressed in his livery of 
whitey mkh hlaek- facings^ aad arnaied widi 
partisaBe.. His own penonal appeasanee 
eorcespoDded with dds magnifioeBt attends 
aaoe* He was attieed in a riding suit of 
Maok velvet, and had round bis neek a fine 
idiaiaof gold, whilst abaglenhoiu, tipped 
and noniited with gold, bong down Iqr hia 
side. His heUnet was home before hini# 
riehly inlaid, with the same metal ; even hie 
tent and tent-cords were of silk, instead of 
ordinary materials. In this gallant goise^ ha- 
ving learned there was some couneil hold^ 
ing among the nobility, he eame to see. what 
they were doing, andit waawith this purpose 
that he knocked furiously at the door of the 
ehurch. Sir Robert Douglas pf LoeUeven, 
who had the charge of watching the door^ 
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dtMBond^d who WAS thcnne. Whm CodkiMr 
answered, «« The Earl of Mar,*' lite nobles 
greally rejoiced at hearing he was oome, to 
dt^liver himsetf j as it were, into their hands; 

As Cochran entered the ehareh, Angus, 
io make good bis pvomise to bell the cat^ 
met Um, and rudely palled the gold ehaiu 
ftom bis neek) saying, ** A halter woald h^ih 
ter become him/' Sir Robert Douglas, at the 
same time, snatched away ids bugie-hora, 
saying, **Thou hast been an hunter of nm* 
dhlef too long/' 

** Is this jest or earnest, my lofds ?" said 
Cochran, more astonished than alarmed ml 
tills rude reception. 

<< It is sad eatnest," said they, ^ and thai 
Aon and thy accomplices shall feel ; A>r yoo 
have abased tiie King's fairour towards yoD| 
and now you shall have your reward ao« 
eol*ding to your deserts/' 

It does not appear that Cochran or his 
guards offered any resistance. A part of the 
nobility went to tlie King's pavilion, and. 
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wUla some ei^aged hiBi in conretiuiUoii^ 
oihers setxed upon Leonard, Hommd, Tw«; 
l^iohen, and the rest, with PrestOn, one of 
tke only two gentlemen amongst King^ 
Jameses minioiMi, and haatily condemned 
them to instant death, as having miaie4 
the Sang, and miagevemed the kingdom* 
The only person who escaped was Jolm 
Ramsay of Balmain, a youth of hxmom»ble 
birth, who clasped the King round the; 
waist when he saw the others seiaed upoUi^ 
Him the nobles spared in respect of bm 
youth, for he was not above sixteen years, 
and of the King's earnest intercession in his 
behalf. There was a loud acclamation among 
the troops, who contended with each olher 
in offering their tent^ropes, and the haltam 
of their horses, to be the means of execu-« 
ting these obnoxious ministers. Cochran^ 
\dio was a man of audadity, and had first 
atlaracted the King's attention by his beha- 
viour in a duel, did not lose hk courage^ 
though he displayed it in an absurd man-« 
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nw* He had tibe yuaiiy to request that him 
liafids nuii^ not be tied with a hempeDi^ 
rope, but with a nlk-cord, which he offured 
to furnish from those of his pavilion ; but 
tiiis was only teaching his enemies how to 
give his feelings additional pain. They t<dd 
him he was but a false thief) and should die 
with all manner of sluune; and they were 
1^ pains to procure a hair-tether» or halter* 
as stiU mcve ignominious than one of hemp* 
With this they hanged Cochran over the 
centre of the bridge of Lauder, (now demo- 
lished,) in the middle of his companion^ 
who were suspended on each side of him« 
When the execution was finished, the lorda 
returned to Edinbui^h, where they resdved 
that the King should remain in the Ga^a 
under a gentle and respectful degree of re<« 
straint. 

. In the meantime, the English obtained 
possession of Berwick, which important 
place was neTec again recovered by the 
Scots, though they continued to assert theia 
rOU II. p 
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«kdiii to tfant bulwark of t]»^ Basteira 
Mac«hM« The English seieined dispog^ to 
|>ra8eeute their aivantages; but the Scot* 
tiA army, having moved to HadcKogloii to 
fight theib, a peaee was oonoluded^ partly 
by the niediatioa of the Duke of Albauys 
who had seett the Tanky of any hopes which 
the English had gtfien Ihiili^ and, laying afiide 
bis viiwB upon <^e c^own, eeemed desirous 
to become the meaflH of restmng pOaoe to 
tibe ODttDtry. 

The Dnke of Albany, and the celebrated 
lUchard Duke of Gloucester, (afiterwards 
Richard the Tfaaxd,) are said to have nego* 
tiated the tNrms of paaoe, as well between 
Hm Kkig and his aobiUtyt as between France 
aoDid England* They had a personal ma^-f 
ing at Edinburgb with the Council of Scot* 
tish Lords who had managed the affaics of 
the kingdom since the KmffB impriMnmemt. 
The Council would |>ay no respect to thi| 
Dnke of Gioucester, who^ as an Eoglisb^ 
man, they jusdy thought had no right to 
interfere in the affairs of Scotland ; but to 
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jbbe Di^e of Alkmy Ibey sbowed mueh re«- 
vereoce, rjequmtiog to know what h% re* 
quired at tlit«r hatoda. 

'' First of all," be said^ << I desire that 
the King*, my brother, be set at liberty." 

<' My Lord," said Archibald Bellrthe-Cat» 
who was their ChaBoellor, *^ that dball be 
presently doae, and the rssther that you de«> 
sire iU As to the person who is with yoo^ 
(meaning theDuk^ of Gloucester, ) we know 
him not ; ndither will we grant anything at 
bk asking. Bn;t we kttow .you to be the 
JLing's brother, and nearest heir to his 
Grace after his infant son* Therefore, we 
put the King's peirson at. yonr dispesal^ 
trostiiig that be will act by your advice in 
ftttniie, and gotern the kingdoBi, so aa 
not to excite the discontent of the people^ 
or render it necessary for us, who jure the 
neUes of Scotland, to act contrary to hk 
pleasure." 

JasMs bring thus set at liberty, became^ 
to appearance, so perfectly reconciled with 
his brother^ the Duke of Albany, that the 
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two 103^ brothers nsed the same chamber, 
Ae same table, and the same bed. While 
the King attended to the bnildings and 
amusements in whielL he took pleasure, Al- 
bany administered the afiaits of tibe king- 
dom, and, for some time, with applause. 
But the ambition of his temper began again 
to show itself; the nation became snspi* 
mous of his intimate connexion with the 
English, and just apprehensions were en^ 
tertsined that the Duke aimed stiU at ob* 
taining the crown by assistance of Richard 
IIL, now King of England. The Duke was, 
therefinre, once more obliged to fly into Eng- 
land, where he remained for some time, as* 
ststing the En^ish against his countrymen; 
He was present at that skirmish in 1483, 
where the old Earl of Douglas was made 
prisoner, and only escaped by the speed of 
his horse. Albany soon after retiiied into 
France, where he formed a marriage with 
a daughter of the Earl of Boul<^[ne, by 
whom he had a son, John, afterwards Bo* 
gentofSeoUandinthedaysof JamesV. A1- 
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haiiy hima^ was wounded oeverriy by. th^ 
Bpiiiiter of a lanoe at one of. the toiu*&aiDent9f 
or tilting^inalichest wbicb I have described to 
yoU) and died in oonsequenoe. The fieklenesa 
with wUeh be ebanged from #ne side to an^ 
^ther, di6a|>pointQd the h{§^ ideas which had 
been formed of his eharaoler m youth. 

Freed from his brothel*'s superintendence^ 
the King gradually snnk back inio those 
praetices which, had formerly cost him 8# 
dear. To {Mrevent a renewal of the forbe 
put on his person) he made a rale that none 
should a|>pear armed in the royal presence^ 
ewept the King's Gilard» who were plaoed 
under tbe commatad of that same John Ramf* 
say of Balmain> tbe only one of biii fomer 
favourites who had been spared by Bell-the* 
Cat, Mid the oth^r nobles^ at the iasttrrlBc- 
tion of LaUdeF Bridge. This gave high of* 
ienee ia a eountry, where to be wi^oul 
arms was aeeoutiAed both unsafe and di»i 
honourable. 

The King's love of money also gi^ew, jmI 

pa 
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is often the ease^ more enessWe as he ad- 
:Tiinced in years. He would hardly grant 
anything, whether as matter of fiivour or of 
right, widiont reoeiving some gift or grata- 
ity. By this means he aeenmnlated a qnaa* 
tity of treasure, which, considering the po« 
verty of hk kingdom, is absolutely marvel- 
lous. His <* black chest,'' as his strong 
box was popularly called, was farimfol of 
gold and silver coins, besides quantitieB of 
plate and jewels. But ^while he hoarded 
these treasures, he was augmenting the dii- 
content of both the nobility and people ; 
and amid the general sense of the King's 
weakness, and hatred of his avarice, a go* 
neral rebellion was at length excited against 
him. 

The King, among other magnificent es- 
tablishments, had bmlt a great hall, and n 
royal chapel, within the Castle of Sturling, 
both of them specimens of finely ornament^ 
ed Gothic architecture. He had also estsr 
blished .a double choir of musicians and 
singing men in the chapel, designing that 
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Me complete band should attend him where- 
lever he went, to perform Divine service be* 
€ore his person, while the other, as complete 
in every respect, should remain in daily at* 
tendanee in the royal chapeL 

As this establishment necessarily incur- 
ved considerable expense, James proposed 
to annex to it the revenues of the Priory of 
Coldinglwme, in Berwickshire. This rich 
Priory had its lands amongst the possessions 
<rf the Homes and the Hepbums, who had 
established it as a kind of right that the 
Prior should be of one or other of these two 
fiimUies, in order to insure thdir bdng fa- 
vourably treated in such bargains as either 
ef them might have to make with thA 
Church. When, therefore, these powerful 
elans understood that, instead of a Home 
or Hepburn being named Prior, the King 
mtended to bestow the revenues of Cold* 
inghame to maintain his Royal Chapel at 
Stirling, they became extremely indignant, 
imd began to hold a secret correspondence, 
and form alliances, with all the discon*- 
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tented men in SeoUftnd, and espiedally witk 
Angus^ and «udi other lords a» had hton 
engaged in the bSsat of Lauder Bridge^ whm 
nataraUy entertwied apprehenaicms that the 
King would, one day or other, find a means 
' of rv^ngiBg himself for the slaughter of his 
farourites, andihe restraint which had beat 
imposed on hirown person. 

By the time that the King heard of this 
league against him^ it had reached so great a 
head that everything seemed to be prepared 
for war, since the whole lords of the south of 
Scotland) who could collect their forces with 
a rapidity unknown elsewhere, were all ill 
the field) and ready to act. The King, na^ 
turally timid, was induced to fly to the 
N4Hrth. He fortified the Gastte of Stirling^ 
commanded by fihaw of Fintrie^ to whom 
he committed the custody of die Prince his 
son, and heir-apparent, charging the gorer* 
nor neither to Ifel any one enter the Castle^ 
nor permit any one to leare it, as he loved 
his honour and his life. Bspecially he ceai«* 
manded hiiti to let no one have access to hia 
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mm. His treasures be deposited in Ediii« 
burgh Castle; and baving ibus placed in 
safety, as be tbougbt, tbe two tbings he 
loved best in tbe world, he hastened to tbe 
north country, where he was joined by the 
great lords and gentlemen to the north of 
the Forth ; so that it seemed as if the south 
and the north of Scotland were about to fight 
against each other. 

The King, in passing through Fife, visits 
ed the last Earl of Douglas, who had been 
compelled, as I have before told you, to 
become a monk in the Abbey of Lindores. 
'He offered him full reconciliation and for- 
giveness, if he would once more come out 
into the world, place himself at the head 
of his vassals, and by the terror of hiS 
former authority, withdraw from the ban- 
ners of the rebel peers such of the south* 
)and-men, as might still remember the fame 
of Douglas* But the views of the old 
Earl were turned towards another world, 
and he replied to the King — ** Ah, sir, your 
Grace has kept me and your black casket 
to lonir under lock and key, that> the. time 
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in wbich we migbt have done you good 
service is passed and gone/' In saying thi% 
be alluded to tbe King's board of treasmre) 
wfaicb, if he had! spent it in time, m%ht 
have attached many to bis person, as he^ 
Donglas, when younger, could have raised 
men in his behalf; but now the period of get* 
ting BxA from either source was passed away; 
Meanwhile, Angus, Home, Bothwell, and 
others of die insm^ent nobility, determined, 
if possible, to get into .their hands the per-* 
son of the Prince, resolving that, notwith* 
standing his bring a child, they would avail 
themselves of his authority to oppose that of 
his father. Accordingly, they bribed, with a 
large sum of money, Shaw, the governor of 
Stirling Castle, to deliver the Prince (after-^ 
wards James IV«) into' their keeping. When 
they had possessed themselves of Prinee 
James's person, they collected their army, 
atid published proclamations in his name^ 
intimating that King James IIL was bnng* 
ii^ Englishmen into the country to assist 
in overturnii^ its liberties,— that he had 
sold the frontiers of Scotkmd to the Eari af 
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Northumbedajidy and to the gwemor of 
Berwick, and dedaiizig that they were unL* 
ted to dethrone a King whose intentions 
wei« so unkingljr, and to plaee his son in 
his stead. These allegations were false ; but 
the King was so unpopular, that they were 
listened to and believed. 

Janiesy in the meantune, arritred before 
Stirling at the head of a eonsiderahle army, 
and passing to the gate of the Caatki de- 
iiuaided entmnce. But the goremor re« 
fused to admit him. The King then eager-i 
ly dtemanded hie mm^ to whiek the . treai^Iw 
•rouB governor neplied, that the lords had 
taken the Prince from him against his will. 
Then the poor King saw that he was be" 
trayed, and said in wtath, ^^ Fake villain, 
Aou hast betrayed Ine ; but if I llve» thou 
shalt be rewarded accK>rding to thy deserts !" 
If the. King had not been thus treacherous^ 
ly deprived of Stirling CasUe, he might, 
by means of that fortress, have avoided a 
batde until more forces had oome up to hia 
assistance; and, in that case, might have 
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overpowered the rebel lorda, as hm (Mm 
did the Doaglasses before AWcorn. Yet 
having with him an army of nearly thirty 
thousand men^ he moved boldly towards 
the insurgents* The Lord David Lindsay 
of the Byres, in particular, encouraged the 
King to advance. He had joined him with 
a thousand horse and three thousand foot- 
men from the counties of Fife and ELinross i 
and now riding up to the King on a fiery 
grey hone, he lighted down, and entreated 
the King's acceptance of that noble animal^ 
which, whether he had occasion to advanoe 
at retreat, would beat every other horse ia 
Scotland, provided the King could keep his 
saddle* 

. The King upon this took courage, and 
advanced against the rebels, confident in hier 
great superiority of numbers. The field of 
battle was not above a mile or two distant 
from that where Bruce had defeated tho 
English on the glorious day of Bannock- 
burn, but the fate of his descendant and 
successor was widely different* 

4 
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' The King's army was dividdl iato tlire^ 
gveat badies. Tea thousaad Highlanders,' 
aader Huntly and Athole, led the iran-^ 
ten tibousand more, from the wesilaad eeua- 
ties, were led by the Lords of ErAiney 
Graham, and Menteklu The King was to 
eommand the rear, in which the burgheva 
sent by the diflferent towns were statiened.' 
The Earl of Crawford and Lord DaTid 
Lindsay, with the men of Fife and Aaga% 
had the right wing ; Lord Ruthven comh 
asanded the left, with the pec^ of Strath*^ 
esam and Stormont. » 

The King, thus moyiag forward in order 
of battle, called for the hoiae whioh Loril 
David Lindsay had given him, that he might 
ride forward and observe the motions of the 
enemy. He saw them from an eounenee ad^ 
vancing in three divisions, haviag abont six 
thousand men in each. The Homes and 
Hepbnms had the first division, with the 
men (tf the East Qorders aod of East Lothian* 
Thenext waaoemposedof the Western Bori* 
derers, or nsn of Liddesdale and Annan- 
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dale, with many from Galloway. TBe Aird 
diTmon consisted of the rebel lords and 
their choicest followers^ bringing with them 
the yooag Prince Jamee^ and displaying tha 
broad.banner of Scotland* 
< -When the King beheld bis own ensign 
ttirfdrled against him, and knew that his. 
son was in the hoatile raiUcs, hiS' heart, n&> 
Ter very oourageoa% began altogether to^ 
£ul him ; for he remembered the prophecy^ 
that he waa to fall by his neare(»t of kin^ 
and also wUit the. astrologer had told him 
of the Scottish lion which was to be stran-* 
gled by Ins own whelps. These idle fears 
BO prej^ed on James's mind, that they bo* 
4^ame visihle to those around him, who con- 
jured him to retire. But at that moment tho 
battle began. 

The Homes and Hepbums attacked the 
King's vanguard, but were repulsed by the 
Highlanders with vdlleys of arrows. On 
this the Borderers of Liddesdale and An- 
xmndale, who bore speam longer .than.those 
used in the other partsjof Scotbmd, charged 
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witd thd wild and furious ctiesy wliicfti they 
called their slogan^ and bore down the royal 
forces opposed to them. 

Sarroanded by sights and sounds to 
which he was so little accustomed, James 
lost his remaining presence of mind, and 
turning his back, fled towards Stirling. 
But he was unable to manage the grey 
horse giren him by Lord Lindsay, which, 
taking the bit in his teeth, ran full gallop 
down-hill into a little hamlet, where was a 
mill, called Beaton's MMl. A woman had 
tome out to draw water at the mill-dam, 
but, terrified at seeing a man in complete 
armour coming down towards her at full 
«peed, she left her ^tcher, and fled back 
into the mill. The sight of the pitcher 
frightened the King's horse, so that he 
ewerved as he was about to leap the brook, 
tmd James, losing his seat, fell to the ground, 
where, being heavily armed and sorely brui- 
sed, he remained motionless. The people 
came out, took him into the mill, and laid 
Urn on a bed. When he came to himself. 
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be demanded the aeeietanoe <^ a prieeti 
The miller's wife adsed who he wa% and 
he imprudently replied, ** I was yoar King 
this mornii%." With equal imprudence 
the poor woman ran to the door^ and ealled 
with loud exelamatioiis for a priest to oon-» 
fess the King. <^ I am a priest," said an 
unknown persiwi* who had just oome up; 
f< lead me to the King/' When he saw 
the King, he kneeled with apparent humi«>. 
iity, and asked him, ^^ Whether he was 
mortally woonded ?^ James replied, that 
)ii§ hurts were. not m<Hrtal, if they were 
carefttUy looked to; but, in the meaatamtei 
be desired to be^pfefiised, andreeeiyepai;? 
don of his sips from a priest, according to 
ihe fashum of the Catholic Charch. '< Thip 
shall presently give tJnee pardpu !" answered 
the assassin ; and, dramng a poniard, he 
ptabbed the King four or five times to the 
¥ery heart; then tod& the body on his back 
and departed,, no man opposing him, and no 
man knowing what he did wkh the body* 
. Who tlos murderer was has never beeat 
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discovered, nor whether he was really a 
priest or not. There were three persons. 
Lord Gray, Stirling of Keir, and one Borth- 
wick a priest, observed to parsue the King 
elosely, and it was supposed that one or 
other of them did the bloody deed. It is re- 
markable that Gray was the son of that Sir 
Patrick, commonly called Cowe Gray, who 
assisted James II. to dispatch Douglas in 
Stirling Castle. It would be a singular 
coincidence if the son of this active agent 
in Douglas's death should have been the 
actor in that of King James's son. 

The battle did not last long after the King 
left the field, the royal party drawing off 
towards Stirling, and the victors returning 
to their camp. It was fought upon the 
18th June, 1488. 

Thus died King James the Third, an un- 
wise and unwarlike Prince ; although, set- 
ting aside the murder of his brother the Earl 
of Mar, his character is rather that of a weak 
and avaridous man, than of a cruel and cri- 
minal sovereign. His taste for the fine 
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arte would have been becoming in a private 
person, though it was carried to a pitch 
which interfered with his duties as a sove* 
reign. He fell, like most of his family, in 
the flower of his age, being only thirty-six 
years old. 
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CHAP. X. 

Beign qf James IV. — Naval Eaphks qfSir 
Andrew Wood — Trial of Lord Lindsay qf 
the Byres — Invasion qf England in behalf 
qfPerhin Warbech — Treaty with England^ 
and Marriage qf James with Margaret^ 
Daughter qf Henry VJL 

The fate of James IIL was not knowu 
for some iiiae. He had been a patron of 
naval affairs; and on the great revolt in 
which he perishedi a brave sea officer, Sir 
Andrew Wood of Iiargo, had taken the SLing's 
side, and was lying in the Frith of Forth» 
not far distant from the coast whei;e the 
battle was foi^^t. He had sent ashore his 
boatili and brought off several wounded men 
of the King's party, amongst whom it was 
supposed might be the King himself. 

Anxious to ascertain this important pointy 
the Lords sent to Sir Andrew Wood to 
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come on shore, and appear before their 
council. Wood agreed, on condition that two 
noblemen of distinction, Lords Seton and 
Fleming, should go on board his ships, and 
remain there as hostages for his safe re» 
turn. 

The brave seaman presented himself be- 
fore the Council and the young King in the 
town of Leith. As soon as the Prince 
saw Sir Andrew, who was a goodly person, 
and richly dressed, he went towards him, 
and said, " Sir, are you my fieither ?" 

<^ I am not your father,'' answered Wood, 
the tears falling from his eyes ; << but I 
was your father's servant while he livedo 
and shall be so to lawful authority until tbs 
day I die." 

The Lords then asked what men they 
were who had come out of his ships, and 
again returned to them on the day of the 
battle of Sauchie. 

^^ It was I and my brother," said Sir 
Andrew undauntedly, <^ who were desirous 
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]td have bestowed our Uv<b hi the King's 
defence/' 

They then directly demanded of him, whe* 
ther the King was on board his ships ? To 
which Sir Andrew replied with the same 
firtnness," He is not on board my vessels. 
I wish he had been there, as I should have 
taken care to have kept him safe from the 
traitors who have murdered him, and whom 
I trust to see hanged and drawn for their 
demerits/' 

These were bitter answers ; but the Lords 
were obliged to endure them, without atr 
tempting any revenge, for fear the seamen 
had retaliated upon Fleming and Seton. 
But when Sir Andrew had returned on 
board his ship^ they sent for the best sea- 
men in the town of Leith, and oflfered them 
a reward if they would attack Sir Andrew 
Wood and his two ships, and make him 
prisoner, to answer for his insolent conduct 
to the council. But Captain Barton, one of 
the best mariners in Leith, replied to the 
proposal by informing the council, that 
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though Sir Andrew had bat two Tessels^ 
yet they were so well furnished with artil<^ 
lery, and Sir Andrew himself was so brave 
and skilful, that no two ships in Scotland 
would be a match for him. 

James IV. afterwards received Sir An- 
drew Wood into high favour ; and he de- 
served it by his exploits. In 1490, a squa- 
dron of five English vessels came into the 
Forth, and plundered some Scottish mer- 
chant-ships. Sir Andrew sailed against 
them with his two ships, the Flower, and 
the Yellow Carvel, took the five Eng^h 
vessels, and, making their crews and com- 
manders prisoners, presented them to the 
King at Leith. Henry VIL of England was 
so much incensed at this defeat, that he sent 
a stout sea-captain, called Stephen Bull, 
with three strong ships, equipped on pur- 
pose, to take Sir Andrew Wood. They met 
him near the mouth of the Frith, and fought 
with the utmost courage on both sides, at- 
tending so much to the battle, and so little 
to anything else, that they let their ahipa 
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drift with the tide^ so that the action, which 
began off Saint Abb's Head, ended in the 
Frith of Tay. At length Stephen Bull and 
his three ships were taken* Sir Andrew 
again presented the prisoners to the King» 
who sent them back to England, with a 
message to Henry VII., that the Scots could 
fight by sea as well as land. 

To return to the Lords who had gained 
the victory at Sauchie. They took a reso^ 
lution, which appears an act of daring ef- 
frontery. They resolved to try some of the 
principal persons who had assisted King 
James IIL in the late civil commotion, as 
if in so doing they had committed treason 
against James IV., although the last was 
not, and could not be king, till after his fa- 
ther's death. They determined to begin with 
Lord David Lindsay of the Byres, a man 
well acquainted with military matters, but 
otherwise blunt and ignorant ; so they 
thought it would be no difficult matter to 
get him to submit himself to the King's 
pleasure, when they proposed to take a fine 
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m money from him, or perhaps confiscate 
some part of his lands. This they thought 
would encourage others to submit in like 
manner ; and thus the conspirators propo^ 
sed to enrich themselves, and to impoverish 
those who had been their enemies* 

It was on the 10th May 1489, that Lord 
David Lindsay was called upon before the 
Parliament, then sitting at Edinburgh, to 
defend himself against a charge of treason, 
which stated, ** tiiat he liad eome in arms to 
Sauchie with the King's father against the 
King himself, and had given the King's fa« 
ther a sword and good horse, counselling 
Mm to devour the King's grace here pre* 
sent." 

Lord Lindsay knew nothing about the 
forms of law-affairs, but hearing himself re- 
peatedly called upon to answer to this accusa* 
tion, he started up, and told the nobles of the 
Parliament they were all villains and traitors 
tiiemselves, and that he would prove them 
to be such with his sword. The late King, 
he said, had been cruelly murdered by vil^ 

8 
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Ijedns, who bad btonght die Prince with them 
to be a pretext and colour for their enter* 
prise. ^^ And,'' said the stout old lord, ad- 
dressing himself personally to the King, 
who was present in Parliament, ^* if your 
Grace's father were still liying, I would 
fight for him to the death, and stand in no 
awe of thesd false lurdans — (that is, yil- 
lains). Or, if your Grace had a son who 
should come in arms against you, I would 
take your part against his abettors, and 
fight in your cause against them, three 
men agidiMt sist.^ Trust me, that though 
4hey cause your Grace to believe ill of me, I 
will prove in the end more faithful than 
any of them." 

The Ltkcd Chancellor, who felt the force 
0f these words, tried to turn off their effect, 
by saying to the King, that Lord Lindsay 
was an old*fashioned man, ignorant of le^ 
gal forms, and not able to speak reverently 
in his Grace's presence. ^* But," said he, 
*<^ be will submit himself to your Grace's 
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pleasure, and yoa must not be severe witb 
him ;" and, turning to tbe Lord David, he 
said, ^^ It is best for you to submit to the 
King's will, and his Grace will be good to^ 
you." 

Now you must know, that the Lord Da* 
vid had a brother named Patrick Lindsay, 
who was as good a lawyer as Lord Lindsay 
was a soldier. The two brothers had been 
long upon bad terms; hut when this Siir 
Patrick saw the Chancellor's drift, he trod 
upon his elder brother's foot, to make him 
understand that he ought not to follow the 
advice given him, nor come into the King^s 
will, which would be in fact confessing 
himself guilty. The Lord David, how- 
ever, did not understand the hint. On the 
contrary, as he chanced to have a sore toe, 
the tread of his brother's foot was painful 
to him, so that he looked fiercely at him 
and said, <^ Thou art too pert to stamp upon 
my foot — if it were out of the King's pre- 
sence, I would strike thee npon the faee." 

But Mr Patrick, without regarding . his 
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brother's causeless anger, fell on his knees 
before the assembled nobles, and besought 
that he might have leave to plead for his 
brother ; ^* for," said he, *< I see no man 
of law will undertake his cause for fear of 
displeasing the King^s Grace ; and though, 
BBiy Lord, my brother and I have not been 
friends for many years, yet my heart will 
not sofier me to see the native house from 
which I am descended perish for want of 
anostance.'' 

The King having granted Mr Patrick 
Lindsay liberty of speech in his brother's 
bdbalf, he began by objecting to the King's 
sitting in judgment in a case, in which he 
was himself a party, and had been an actor. 
•• Wherefore," said Mr Patrick, " we object 
to his presence to try this cause, in which^ 
being a party, he ought not to be a judge. 
Therefore we require him, in God's name, to 
rise and leave the- Court, till the question be 
considered and decided." The Lord Chan* 
eellor and the Lords having conversed to- 
gether, found that this request was reason- 
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aUe. ' So the yointgr King ^^as oUiged Ui 
f^re iato an inner apartintat, which ho 
resented as a species of public affront. 

Mr Patrick next endeavoured to procure 
fftvour, by entreating the Lords, who were 
about to hear the cause, to judge it widi 
impartiality, and as they would wish to he 
dealt with themselyes, were they in misfor- 
tune, and some party adTcrse to them pos- 
sessed of power. 

'^ Proceed and answer to the aceosatievi/' 
gaid the CKai^sdlcNr. << You ihall have jus- 
tice at our hands.'' 

Thf n Mr Patrick brought forward a de* 
fence in pdint of legal form, statiBg, that 
the Bttvaanons required tfiat the LorAhmA^ 
say should appear forty days after citation^ 
whereas the f<M[ty days were now expired ; 
so that they could not be legally compelled 
to answer to t)b« aceuiBation until summon^ 
ed anew. 

This also was found good law ; and Lord 
David Lindsay, and the other persons aecil«. 
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■edy wtre dismissed for the timei nor were 
any proceedings ever resumed against them* 

Lord David, who had listened to the de^ 
f(mees without understanding their mean*^ 
ing» was so delighted with the tmexpected 
consequences of his brother's eloquence, 
that he broke out into the following raptu- 
rous acknowledgment of gratitude : — *< Ve- 
rily, brother, you have fine pyett words, 
(that is, magpie words.) I could not have 
beMeved, by Saint Mary, that ye had such 
wcHrds. For this day's labour ye shall have 
the Mains of Kirk for your day's wage." 
. The King, on his side, threatened Mr 
Patrick with a reward of a different kind^ 
saying, *< he would set him where he should 
not see his feet for twelvemonths." Accord* 
ingly, he was aa good as his word, sending 
Mr Patrick to be prisoner in the dungeon 
of the Castle of Rothsay, in the island of 
Bute, where he lay for one year. 

It is curious to find that the King's au-^ 
thority was so limited in one respect, and 
r2 
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ao arbitrary in another. For it amP^arsK 

that be was obliged to oomply with Patrick 

Lindsay's remonstraaoe, and leave the eeat 

of regal jiifltioe» wheai his jurisdiotioii wai 

dediaed as that of a partial judge ; whilst, 

pa the other hands be had 0ie right, or at 

least the power» to sobjeot the objecting 

party to a long and rigorous imprisonment^ 

for discharging hits dnty towards his client. 

James IV. was not long upon the thfioM 

ere his own reflections, and the remonBtfaii-« 

^jBs of some of the clergy, made him aeneibley 

that his appearance with the srebel Lordcr 

agmnst his father in the field of Sanohie Was 

a very sinful action. He did not consider 

his own youth, n»r the enticements of the: 

Lords, who bad obtained possession q£ hia 

pera<m, as any sufficioit excuse lor haying 

been, in some degree, accessary to his &». 

ther's death, by appearing in arms against 

him. He deeply repented iJie crime, and, 

according to the doctrines of the Roman 

CaUiolic religion, endeavoured to aton^ iCbrit 

by various acts of penance. Amongst other 
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tokfim of r^pf Alaace, he oauged t^ be maile 
tn irop b«J^ or girdlei wl^h be wore con- 
ftonUy under his clothes ; »nd every year of 
bis li£9 be added another link of an ounce 
^ two to the weight of it, as if he desired 
that his penance should noit be rdaxed, but 
rather should increase during all the daya. 
9f his life. 

It was perhaps in consequence of these 
leeUngB of rqientance^ that the King not 
9nly fcorgave that part of tha nobility which, 
bad uppeared on his fiither's sidio^ and ab^ 
Mained from all further persecution agmnst 
I^i^dJUnt^vay and otharsi but did all in bin 
power to conciliate their affections, witboul 
losing those of the other party. The wealth 
of hi^ father caiabled him to be lib^al to the 
{lobl^ on both sides, and at the same time 
to maintain a more splendid appiwranee in 
his court and royal state than hadbeen prac* 
tised by any of his. predecessors* He was: 
himself expert in all feats of exercise and 
arms, and encouraged the use of th^n, and 
the practice of tilts and tournaments in his 
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preMiice^in which he often took a share him- 
self. His authority, as it was greater than 
that of any king who had reigned since the 
dme of James I., wis employed for the ad- 
ministration of jostice, and the protection 
of every rank of his subjects, so that he waa 
reverenced as well as beloved by all classes 
of his people. Scotland obtained, under hi« 
administration, a greater share of prosperity 
than she had yet enjoyed. She possessed 
some share of foreign trade^ and the success 
of Sir Andrew Wood, tc^ther with the 
king's exertions in building vessels, made 
the country be respected, as having a con« 
siderable naval power. 

These advantages were greatly increased 
by the unusually long continuance of the 
peace, or rather the truce, with England. 
H^nry YIL had succeeded to the crown of 
England, after a dreadful series of civil 
strife, and being himself a wise and saga* 
oions monarch, he was desirous to repair, by 
a long interval of repose and quiet, the great 
damage which the country had sustained by 
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die mutB of York aad Lancaster. He was 
the iiK«« disposed to peace with Scotland, 
tbftt his own title to the throne of England 
was keenly disputed, and exposed him more 
than once to the risk of invasion and insur* 
reetion. 

On the most memorable of these ocoa«> 
sions, Scotland was for a short time eDgaged 
in the quarrel. A c^tain personage, calling 
UnMolf the second son of Edward IV., sup- 
posed U> hare been murdered in the Tower 
of Lendon, laid claim to the crown whidh 
Henry VIL wore. On the part of Henry, 
this protended Prince was said to be a low^ 
born Fleming, named Perkin Warbeck^ 
trained up by the Duchess of Burgundy to 
pfa^ the part which he now aasumed. It is 
not, perhaps, cTcn yet certain whether be 
was the real person he called himself, or an 
impostor. In 1406, he came to Scotland at 
the head of a gallant toain of foreigners, and 
accompanied by about fifteen hundred men, 
and Hmde the greatest offers to James IV. 
providing he would assist him in his daims 
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against England. James does not afypear to 
have doubted tbe adventurer's pretensions to 
the character which he assumed ; he recei- 
ved him with favour and distinction, con-» 
ferred on him the hand of Lady Catherine 
Gordon, daughter of the Earl of Huntly, 
the most beautifal woman in Scotland, and 
disposed himself to lend him assistance to 
ascend the English throne. 

The Scottish King with this view entered 
Northumberland, and invited the people of 
that warlike county to join the ranks of 
the supposed Prince. But the Northum- 
brians paid no attention to this invitation^ 
and when the adventurer besought James to 
spare the country, the Scottish monarch, 
answered with a sneer, that it was very- 
kind of him to interfere in behalf of a people 
that did not seem at all disposed to aeknow* 
ledge him. The English in 1497 revenged 
this inroad by an invasion of Berwickshire^ 
in which they took a small castle, called 
Ayton. No other mischief was done oir 
either side, for James gave up the cause of 
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Perkin Warbeck, satisfied either that he had 
no right to the throne, or that he had not 
a hold on the afFeetions of any considerable 
party sufficient to make such a right good* 
The adventurer, abandoned by James, made 
afterwards an attempt to invade England 
from Comwa]], and, being made prisoner, 
was executed at Tyburn. His wife, who had 
faithfully attended him through all his mis- 
fortunes, fell into the hands of Henry YII., 
who assigned her a pension, and recom- 
mended her to the protection of his Queen. 
She was commonly called, from her grace 
and beauty, the "White Rose of Scotland. 

After this short war had been made up 
by a truce of seven years, Henry's wisdom 
was employed in converting that truce into 
a stable and lasting peace, which might, for 
a length of time at least, unite two nations, 
whose mutual interest it was to remain 
friends, although unhappy circumstances 
had so long made them enemies. The grounds 
of the inveterate hostility between England 
and Scotland had been that unhappy claim 
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of supremacy set up by Edward I., and per* 
severed in by all his sueoessors. This was 
a right which England would not abandon, 
and to which the Scots, by so many in-» 
stances of determined resistance, had shown 
they would never submit. For more than 
a hundred years there bad been no regnlaf 
treaty of peace betwixt England and Seot« 
land, except for the few years which sue* 
ceeded the treaty of Northampton. During 
this long period, the kindred nations had been 
either engaged in the most inveterate wars, 
or reposing themselves under the protection 
of short and doubtful truces. 

The wisdom of Henry VII. endeavoured 
to find a remedy for such great evils, by try^ 
ing what the effects of gentle and friendly 
influence would avail, where the extremity 
of force had been employed without effect. 
The King of England agreed to give his 
daughter Margaret, a beautiful and accom- 
plished princess, to James IV. in marriage. 
He offered to endow her with an ample for* 
tune, and on that alliance was to be found-* 
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ed ft elo0e league Df ftiendsbip belvreen Eng^ 
limd and Sooilaiid» the Kisga obliging them- 
•elyee to assiat each other againtt all the 
rest of the world. Unfcartiuuitely £br both 
eoantries». bat partieularly so for Seotland, 
this peaee, designed to be perpetual, did not 
last above ten years. Yet the good pdicy 
of Henry YII. bore fruit after a bnndred 
years had past away ; and in consequence of 
the marriage of James IV. and the Princess 
Margaret) an end was put to all future niH 
tional wars, by their grQat->grandaon, James 
y I. of Scotland and I, of England, becoming 
King of tbe whole island of Great Britain. 
* The claim of sapremacy, asserted by Eag* 
land, is not menticmedin this trei^y, which 
was signed 4th January 150S ; but as the 
tnonarchs treated with each other on equal 
therms, that claim, which had cost such 
oceans of Scottish and English blood, must 
fas considered as having been virtually aban- 
doned. 

This important marriage was celebrated 
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with great pomp. TheEarlofSiir)F0y,agsl-» 
lant Eoglkh nobleman, had the charge to 
eonduct the Princess Margaret to her new 
kingdom of Sootland. The King came to 
meet her at Newbattie Abbey, within six 
miles of Edinburgh. He was gallantly 
dressed in a jacket of crimson velvet, bor- 
dered with cloth of gold, and had hanging 
at his back his lure, as it is called, an im« 
plement which is used in hawking. He was 
distinguished by his strength and agility, 
leaping <m his horse without putting his toe 
in the stirrup, and always riding full-gallop^ 
follow who could. When he was about to 
enter Edinburgh with his new bride, he 
wished her to ride behind him^ and made a 
gentleman mount to see whether his horse 
would carry double. But as his spirited 
charger was not broken for that purpose, 
the King got up before his bride on her 
palfrey, which was quieter, and so they rode 
through the town of Edinburgh in process 
sion, in the same manner you may now see 
a good farmer and his wife riding to church. 
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There #ere shows prepared to reosive them^ 
iill in ihe romaatie taste of the age. Thus 
they found in their way a tent pitohed, out 
of which came a knight armed at all points, 
with a lady bearing his bugle-horn. Sud- 
denly another knight came up» and took 
awmy the lady. Then the first knight fol- 
lowed him, and challenged him to fig^t. 
They drew swords acoordhigly, and fought 
before the King and Queen for their amuse- 
ment, till the one struck the sword out of 
the other's hands, and dien the King com- 
manded the battle to ceasie. In this repre- 
sentation all was sport except the blows, and 
these were sorious enough. Many other mi- 
litary spectacles were exhibited, tilts and 
tournaments in particular* James, calling 
himself The Savage Knight, appeared in a 
wild dress, accompanied by the fierce chiefs 
firom the Borders and Highlands, who 
fought with each other till several were 
wounded and slain in these ferocious enter- 
tainments. It is said the King was not very 
sorry to see himself thus rid of these tur« 
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bulmt ImietUy whose fisuds and depreda- 
tions contriliated so o&ea to die pnblie dk* 
tttrbanee. 

The sports on oeeasion of the Queen's 
marriage, and indeed the whole festiTitieB 
of King James's reign, and the style of U«- 
▼ing at his ooart, showed that the fleets, in 
his tame, were a wealthier and a move ele^ 
gant people than they had formerly been, 
Jnman IV. was renowned among fiMraign na^ 
tions for the spkndoarof hiseonrtyand for 
the faoBOiiraUe reeeptien whaeh Ee ga^re te 
a4raiq;srs who visited his hingdoni. AmA 
we shall see in the next chapter, diat his 
leisnre was not entirsly bestowed on sport 
and psatime^ bnt that he also made wise 
Umts for ibe benefit of the kingdom. 
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CHAP. XI. 

ImqirofDemeni on Scottish Laws. — Dispuies 
behoem England and ScaUand^^Invasion 
of EngUmd—BatOe ofThddeny ondDtaih 
if James IV. 

DuRiKG the season of tranquillity wfaidi 
followed tbe marriage of James and Mar« 
garet, we find tibat the King, with hb Par- 
liament» enacted many good laws for die 
improyement of the country. The H%h« 
lands and Islands were particularly attend* 
ed to, because, as one of the acts of Barlia^ 
ment repressed it, they had become almost 
savage for want of justices and sheriffs* 
Magistrates were therefore appointed, and 
laws made for the government of these wild 
and unruly people* 

Another most important actof Parliament 
permitted the King, and his nobles and ba- 
rons, to let their land, not only for military 
s2 
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service, but for a payment in money or in 
grain ; a regulation which tended to intro* 
dace quiet peaceful farmers into lands oc- 
cupied, but left uncultivated, by tenants of 
a military character. Regulations abo took 
idaee for atteiidanee en Parliament^ and the 
representation of the different orders of so- 
ciety in that assembly. The possessors of 
lands were likewise called on to plant wood, 
and make enclosures) Mnpondi, and other 
improvements. 

All iihese r^ulaUoas shoiT, that the King 
entertained a sinoere wish to benisfit his 
subjects, and entertained liberal views of 
the mode of accomplishing tfa»tobjeet. Bat 
the unfortunate country of Seotiaad war 
deetined never to remain any long time in 
a state of peace or iinpfovanwnt, and ac- 
cordingly, towards the end of James's reign, 
events occurred wfai^ brought on a defeat 
still more calamitous than any whi^ tho* 
kingdom had yet received* 

Wbik Henry VII., the father-in-law of 
James, eontinued to live, his wisdom made 
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him very attanlive ta presetve ilie peaae 
. wbioh had hem estaUkhed beLwixt tibe two 
CMNintries, and to reuoTeall the patty oaiwer 
ef qaarrd which arose from dme to time. 
Bat whea thie wiaa and oaatims monaitth 
died* he waei gueceeded by his aon, Henry 
yiIL» a. judnee of a bdd, haughty, and £a- 
noes dispofttion» impaiieat of control or 
eontEwtiatioa, and rather desiroiiii of war 
than, willing to make any conceeakms for 
Ifae eake of peace. James IV. and he re- 
sembled each other, perhaps, too nearly ia' 
it$mpeir9 to admit of their eoatinaing inli- 
* mate friends. 

The military disposition of Henry chiefly 
directed him to an enterprise against Franae, 
wd the King of France, on hie part, desired^ 
much to renew the old aUiaoce with 6ool>-* 
land, in order that the apprehenmcBa of an 
invasion fnom the Scottish frontiers, mi§^t 
indnee Henry to abandon his scheme of 
attacking France. He knew, that the splen* 
dear in wbioh King James lived had ex- 
hausted the treasuf es whidi hk father had 
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left bdiind him) and he concluded that the 
readiest way to make him a friend, was to 
supply him with sums of money, which he 
could not otherwise have raised. GMd was 
also freely distributed amongst the eomieiK 
lers and iaTourites of the Scottish King. 
This liberality showed to great adTuttage, 
when compaied with the very opposite con- 
dact of the King of England, who delayed 
even to pay a legacy, which had been left by 
Henry his fitther to his sister the Queen of 
Scotland. 

Other circumstances of a diffnent land 
tended to create disagreements between 
England and Scotland. James had been 
extremely desirous to increase the strength 
of his kingdom by sea, and its commerce ; 
and Scotland presentingagreat extent of sea- 
coast, and numierous ^harbours, had at this 
time a considerable trade. The royal navy^ 
besides one vessel called the Great Michael, 
supposed to be the largest in the world, con- 
sisted, it is said, of sixteen ships of war. 
He, therefore, paid particular attention to 
naval afFairs. 
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It ehaiMod Aat one Jolm Barton, a Scot* 
tiah maffiner, had baenioapterad by tlia Por* 
tnguatc^ aa far back at Iha jnaar 1476. Aa 
the King of Portngal nfiMad to OMike any 
naiamk, Jamea granted tiwAniily of Bar«- 
tan fettara of repritals, (that !■» a warrant 
emporveering theat to take all Portnguaao. 
vaaaaab vidah ahauU come in thatr waj^* 
vmtii 4beir loea was made np« There ware- 
three fai!DAeea»«U daring nanihnt eapecidly 
the ddeaty whoae name ana AndoMf Barton. 
He had tvoatcongafaipflS the targaraaUeilliM 
laxmf the other the Jenny Pirwenf with whioh- 
it woidd apfiear he cruiaed in the Briliah 
Channal, atopping not only Portagneae vea* 
aala, but alao Bnglidh afaips bonnd for Por« 
tngal* Complainte being made to King 
Henry, he fitted oat two veaaak, whiehwere 
fitted with ehaaen oMn, and placed under 
the aommand of Lord Thomaa Howard and 
Sir Edward Howard, both sons to the EarL 
of Sari cfy. They feand Barton and his mas* - 
■ela eraiaing m thoDowna, being guided to- 
the plaoe by theaaptaiaof a merehant vesiel, 
whom Barton had plundered on the prece? 
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diDg day. On approaching <lie enemy, the 
noble brothen showsed no enngn of war, bat 
put up a willow- wand on their mast, as be^ 
ing the emUem of a trading vessel. But 
when the Seotsman attempted to make them 
bring to, the English threw out their flags 
and pennons, and fired a Iwoadside of their 
oidnanoe. Barton then knew that he was 
engaged with the King of Engkad's ships of 
war. Far from being dismayed at this, he 
engaged boldly, and, distmgnished by his 
rich chress and bright armour, appeared on 
his deck with a whistle of gold aboat bis 
jieek, suspendedby achain of the same pse- 
cions metal, and encouraged his men to 
fight valiantly. The fight was very obitih 
nate. If we may believe a ballad of the time, 
Barton's ship was furnished with a peeoliar 
contrivance, suspending large weights^ or 
beams, from his yard-arms, to be dropped 
down upon the enemy when they should 
come alongside. To make use of this eon- 
trivance, it was necessary that a person 
should ascend the nuun mast, or, in naval 
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language, go aloft. As the English apprs* 
liended much mischief irom the consequences 
of this manoeuvre, Howard had stationed a 
Yorkshire gentleman, named Hustler, the 
best archer in the ship, with strict injunc- 
tions to shoot every one who should attempt 
to go aloft to let fiill the beams of Barton's 
vessel. Two men were successively killed 
in the attempt, and Andrew Barton him- 
self, confiding in the strong armour which 
be w6re, began to ascend the mast. Lord 
Thomas Howard called out to the archer to 
shoot true, on peril of his life. *^ Were I to 
die for it," said Hustler, << I have but two 
arrows left." The first which he shot bound^ 
ed from Barton's armour without hurting 
him. As the ScottiBh mariner raised his arm 
tO'Climb higher, the areher took aim where 
the armour afforded him no protection, and 
wounded him mortally through the right 
avm«pit. Barton descended from the mast. 
<^ Fight on," he said, << my brave hearts, I 
am a little wounded, but not slain ; I will- 
but rest a while, and then rise and fight 
again ; meantime, stand fast by Saint An- 
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drew'B CroM," mtwiiDg tlte 8c<rttnti>iag) o* 
mamgm. He «ii«»ttig»d b» iB«tt wUh hi* 
<wliiall^ while tbe Wea&of life reDumed. 
tAt length, the wldrtle wi» hewd bo Imiger, 
and the Howardi^hoMrdiiiftlie SoottwbTeet 
sel, foartd 4h«t her daring o«ptm VM dead. 
Tbef ewtied Ae Lwu into tbe Thaaiee, aad 
H ie rertarWble that Bwrton'seMp bee«i» 
the eewnid maa-of-mir in the EngEsb oMYf, 
:Wh«i the lange wanted to equip a flee^ 
ikey hired or f^^eed iBtethmr eerviee mm- 
chant veeeeiB, awi pnt sol<bers on board of 
jdiem. The sldp called the Great Henry was 
the fittt b«ilt by th0 King as his owja pw»- 
pertyjx'^Ufl eaptorad vessel was thaseeoad. 
. .hnes IV. was higU^ iaeeascd at this 
instslt, as he taoMd it, oa.the flag of Ssot- 
■iMBd* and siSnt a hwEsld to deasiaadeatiafee- 
tion. The King ef fiaghud justified Ws 
jBonduet on tiie ground of Barton's being a 
.airate, — a chai^ whioh James could not 
justly deny ; but he remained not .the less 
heated andinseased agaittst hia brothar-an- 
la«r. Another n^sfortune aggtairafead his 
resentment. 
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WUle Henry YII. was yet alive, Sk Bo- 
bert Ker of Fairnyherftt, chief of one branch 
of the clan oi Ker, an officer of James's 
hooseholdy and a favourite of that monarch, 
held the office of Warden on the Middle 
Marches^of Scotland. In exercising this of- 
fice with rather unoswal strictness, he had 
given offence to some of the more turbulent 
English Borderers, who resolved to assasri* 
mate him. Three of these, namely, Heron, 
called the Bastard, because a natural bro- 
ther of Heron of Ford, with Slarhed and 
Lilbum, surrounded the Scottish Warden, 
at a. meeting upon a day of truce, and kill- 
ed him with their lances. Henry VIL, 
with the pacific policy which marked his 
proceedii^ towards Scotland, agreed to 
sorrender the guilty persons^ Lilburn was 
given up to King James, and died in capti- 
vity ; Starhed escaped for a time, by flying 
into the interior parts of England ; die Bas- 
tard H«ron caused it to be rumoured that 
he was dead of the plague, and made hhOf^ 
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aelf -be tx«iisp<H-led in. a coffin^ so (hat he 
passed unsospeeted through the party sent 
to arrest him* and skulked on the Borders, 
.waitiiig for a quarrel between the king^ 
doms. Henry VIL, anxious to satisfy 
Jame8» arrested his legitimate brother, and 
Heron of Ford was delivered up instead of 
the Bastard. But when Henry VIIL and 
James were about to disagree, both the 
bastard Heron and Starhed b4^;an to show 
4Jiemselves more poblicly. Starhed was 
iBoon disposed of, for Sir Andrew, common* 
ly called Dand Ker, the son of the murder^ 
«d Sir Robert, sent two of his dependants^ 
/called Tait, to aecomfdish his vengeanee 
upon the English Borderer. They surpri^ 
aed and put him to death acoordiogly, and 
brought his head to their patron, who ex^ 
{MMcd it publidy at die Cross of Edinburgh, 
exulting in the revenge he had taken* But 
ihe Bastard Heron continued to rove about 
the Border, and James IV* made the public 
appearance of this criminal a snbjeet «t' 
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WRiplaiiit ag^fit Heiuy VIIL, who }wr- 
hftps was not juttly reflponsible for it. 

While James was thus on bad teroM witk 
lus brother-in-law, France left no measures 
unatlempted which eoold attach Scotland to 
her side. Great sums of money were sent 
to secure tha good-will of those courtiers 
in whom James most confided. The Queen, 
of France, a young and beautiful Princess, 
flattered James's taste for romantic gallant 
try, l^ calling herself his mistress and lady-* 
love, and conjuring him to march tbretf 
miles upon English ground for her sake.. 
She sent him, at the same time, a ring from 
her own finger ; and her interoession was 
ko powerful, that James thought he eould 
not in honour dispense with her request* ' 
This fantastical spirit of ehiyalry was his 
own ruin, and very nearly that of the king- 
dom also. 

At length in Jane or July 1513, Henry 
VIIL sailed to France with a gallant army, 
where he formed the siege of Teronenne< 
James IV« now took a decided step. He 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



•80 INTASION OV BKGLAKD 

seat €tyer bk prindfHil herald to Ike cmnp 
of King Henry before Terouenne, summon- 
ing bim in haughty terms t6 abstain from 
aggressions against James's ally, the King 
of France, and upbraiding him, at the same 
lime, with the death of Barton, the impu- 
nity of the Bastard Her<m, and all the sub^ 
jeots of quarrel whidi had oeenrred sinee 
the death of Henry VII. Henry VUL an^^ 
swered this letter, which he justly consider- 
ed as a declaration of war, with equal \AU 
terness, treating the King of Scots as a per- 
jured man, because he was about to break 
the peace which he had solemnly sworn to 
obserTe. His summom he rejected ti^ 
sccHTB. << The King of Seotland was not,'' 
he said, ^ of sufficient importance to de* 
termine the quarrel between England and 
France/' The Scottish herald returned 
with this message, but not in time to find 
his master alive* 

James had not awaited the return of his 
embassy to commence hesttlities* Lord 
Home, his Lord High ChamberlaiD, bad 
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an incttrsioD info Eliglaad • with sin 
]U!my of abdttt three x>r four IboueUnd men* 
They eoUecied great booty; but marohiii'i^ 
eardesdy and witiiout order, fell into an 
ambush of' the EogHeh Borderers, conceal- 
ed among the tall broom, by which MillBeld 
pkdn, near Wooler, was then covered. The 
Seals sustained a total defeat, and. lost neav 
a thilHi of their numbers in skin and wound^^ 
ad. This was a bad commencement of tbo 
war. 

Meanwhile Jimies, contrary tothe advice 
of h^ wisest counsellors, determined to in-f 
vado Bngknd with a royatarmy^ The Par- 
Humeat were unwilling to go into the King^s 
meaeuces* Th^ttvanqnillity of the country^ 
ever since the peace with England, was re* 
ooUeQtedy Imd as the inoq^olitic claim of the 
aupremacy seemed to be abandoned, li4tl# 
rei»ained to stir up the old animosity be* 
tween the kingdoms. The King, however^ 
sfAs ^personally so much liked, that he obr 
Kained the eonseat of the Parliament to 
Ijus £stal arodr^iuijnst.war ; and orders were 

2 T 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



MS INVASION OV BN6LAND 

given to assemble all the array of the Unp* 
dem <^ Scotland upon the Borongb-moor of 
Edinburgh, a wide eommon, in the midst 
•f which the royal standard was displayed 
from a large stone, or fragment of rotka, 
called the Harenstone. 

Various measures were even in ifaSs exv 
tremity resorted to for p re venti ng the war. 
One or two of them seem to have been 
firanded upon a knowledge, that the King^ 
temper was tinged with a superstitions mth 
fcmcholy, partly arising from oonstitntional 
habits, partly from the remorse which he al** 
ways entertsined' for his accession to his 
fiither's death. It was to these feelings that 
the fbllowing scene was doubtless address* 
ed:— 

As the King was at his deirotions in the 
abtirch of Linlithgow, a figure, dressed hi 
an azure-coloured robe^ girt with a girdlf^ 
Hit sash of linen, having saiidals on his feet^ 
with long yellow hair, and' a gnnre com** 
nianding countenance, suddenly ap p e ale d 
before him. He paid little or no 
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t9 tte n>yal preMsnce, but p r mhig up t» 
the desk at which the King was aeate^ 
leaned down on it with bis arms, artd a^ 
dressed him*. This singular-looking person 
deelaredy that << his Mother hdd her com«^ 
mands on James to forbear the journey 
whidi he purposed^ seeing that neither he, 
nor any who went with him, would thrive 
in the undertaking.'' He ako cautioned the 
King against frequenting the society of wo- 
men, and using tbei# counsel; ^* if thoa 
dost,'' said he, *^ thou shalt be coufomided 
and brought to shame.'' 

These words spoken, the messenger es» 
eaped from among the courtiers so sudden* 
ly, that he seemed to disappear. Theffe 
seems no doubt that this person had been 
dressed up to represent Saint John, called 
in Scripture the adopted son of the Virgia 
Mary. The Roman Catholics belieyed ia 
the possibility of the souls of departed saints 
and apostles appear!]^ on earth, and many 
impostures are recorded in history of the 
same sort with that I have just told yoo. 
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8ty% that a. prodamatioii was hsfaxA at tbi» 
Market^crofis of Edinburgh^ at the dead of 
nighty suxaiMniiig the Saog^ hy bb nama 
and titlei^ and many of his nobles and prm«» 
«i(ial leaders, to iq>pear before the tribunal 
of Pluto within die epaee of forty daya/ 
Thia fdso hiistihe appearanoe of a strata<» 
gfgp^ invented to deter the King £rpm \m 
fispedition* 

. But neither theee artifiee% nor the ad* 
yioe a^d entreajly of -Margaret, the Queen 
of Scotland, could deter . Jaaiee from his 
Unhappy expiktition. He was so w^ be* 
Lovied, thiut bo. WMwa assembled a great army, 
wifd placing hims^fat their head, he en4 
tsred England near the castle of Twisell^ 
iiDtbeS2dAi|gii8t IdlS. He^eedUyposi 
fussed himself of the Border fortresses of 
Noi^ham, Wark, EtaU, Ford, and others of 
hm ^ote, and ooUeeted a great spoil. In*- 
stf^jid, howerery of advaneing with his araif 
upon the eountry of England, wUcb laf 
defenceless before bun, tho King i$ said to 
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hftTe trifled ai^y his time, in an interoonrse 
of gallantry witli Lady Heron of Ford, n 
beantiiiil woman, who contrived to divert 
him from the prosecution of his expeditioii 
vntil the approach of an English army* 

While James lay thus idle on thfe Aron« 
tier, die Earl of Sarr^, that same noble 
and gallant knight who had formerly es* 
oerted Qneen Mai^aret to Scotland, now 
advanced at the head of an army of twenty* 
fix theiusaiid men. The Earl was joined 
hy his son Thomas, the Lord High Admiral, 
with a large body of soldiers who had been 
disembarked at Newcastle. As the warlike 
inhabitants of the northern counties gather* 
ed fast to Surrey's standard, so, on the odier 
hand) the Scots began to return home in 
great numbers, because, though, according 
to the feudal laws, each man had brought 
with him provisions for forty days, these 
being now nearly expended, a scarcity be- 
gan to be Mi in James's host. Others went 
home to jdaee their booty in safety. 
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Surrey fediog faimsdf the dtronger party,: 
k^dnne dwroms to proyd^e the Scottish * 
KiQg to iight. . He therefore sent James a 
VMSsage, defying him to battle; and the 
Lord Thomas Howard^ at the same time^ 
added a message^ that as King James had 
often complained of the death of Aadrev 
Barton, he. Lord Thomas, by whom that 
deed was done, was now ready to maintain 
at with his sword in the front of the fight. 
James returned for answer, that to meet 
the English in battle was so mach Ms wish, 
that bad the message of the Earl igund him 
«t Edinburgh, he would have laid aside all 
4ither business to have met him on a pitched 
field. 

But the Scottish nobles entertained a very 
different opinion from the King. TheyheM 
ja council, at which Lord Patrick Lindsay 
was made president, or chanc^Ior. This 
was the same person who, in the banning 
of the King's reign, had plesided so well for 
his brother, to whose titles and estate be 
afterwards succeeded. He opened the dis- 
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eiiasion) by telling the council a perabl^^ of 
a rich merchant^ who would needs go to 
|)lBy at dice with a common hazarder, or 
eharper, and stake a rose-noble of gold 
against a crooked halfpenny. <^ You, my 
lords," he said, '* will be as unwise as the 
merchant, if you risk your King, whom I 
.compare to a precious rose-noble, against 
the English general, who is but an old 
icrooked churl, lying in a chariot. Though 
th» English lose the day, they lose nothing 
but this old churl and a parcel of meeha^ 
nics ; whereas so many of our common peo*- 
ple have gone home, that few are left with 
us but the prime of our nobility.'' He 
therefore gave it as his advice, that the 
JKing should withdraw from the army, for 
safety of his person, and that some^biuve 
nobleman should be named by the council^ 
to command in the action. The coundl 
.agreed to recommend this plan to the King. 
But James, who desired to gain £eime by 
^his own skill and prowess, suddenly broke 
•in on the council, and told them, with much 
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htaty that they flbould not put rach a di»* 
grace upon him. *^ I will fight with the 
English," he said^ <^ though you had all 
•worn the contrary. Ye may shame your- 
selves by flight, but you shall not shame 
me ; and as for Lord Patrick Lindsay, who 
has got the. first rote, I tow, that when I 
return to Scotland, I will cause him to be 
hanged oyer his own gate." 

In this rath and precipitate resolution to 
fight at all risks, the King was much sup- 
ported by the French ambassador, De la 
Motte. This was remarked by one of our 
old acquaintances, the Earl of Angus, cali^ 
ed Bell-th^Cat, who, though very old, had 
oome out to the field with his Sovereign, 
lie charged the Frraidiman with being will- 
ing to sacrifice the interests of Scotland to 
those of his own country, which required 
that the Scots and English should fight at 
all haaards ; and Angus, IHce Lord Lindsay, 
alleged the diflSerence between the parties^ 
the English being nmny of them men but 
of mean rank, and the Scottish army beings 
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tbo ifewer of their no|i»liiy «ii4 gentry. Ip* 
eeoeed at his of^positiaii, James said to 14b^ 
wtonfnUyp ^* Aagwh if you are afraid, you 
may go home." The Earl, on receiving 
muih an insoltt left the camp that night } 
bat hia two sons remained, and fell in the 
fctel battle* mth two hundred of the name 
of DiHiglaa. 

While King James was in this stnbboni 
hmaybourf the Earl of Surrey had advanced 
as far as Wooler, so that only four or five 
vpiiles divided the armie& The English lead-; 
er inquired anxiously for some guide who 
was acquainted with Hm couiitry, which is 
divided by one or two large brooksi and is^ 
besides, in fwrt mountainous. A person^ 
well mounted and completely armed, rode 
Up, and, hneeling before the Earl^ offered 
to be his guide, if he might obtain pardon 
of an <^ence of which he had been guilty. 
The Earl assured him of his forgiveness^ 
providing he had not committed treasoiiL 
against the King of England, or personaUy 
wronged any lady^-Hcrimes which Surrey 
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declared he wmdd not pardon. *< God for- 
bid/' said the cavalier, ^ that I should boLX^ 
been guHty of sneli shameful sin ; I did bul 
assist in killing' a Scotsman, who ruled our 
Borders too strictly, and often did wroogr 
to Englishmen/' So saying, he raised the 
visor of his helmet, which hid his fiice^ and 
showed the countenance of the Bastard He- 
ron, who had been a partner in the assas- 
sination of Sir Robert K^, as you wwe 
told before. His appearance was most wel- 
come to the Earl of Surrey, who readily 
pardoned him the death of a Seotsmaa at 
that moment, and knew him to be as well 
acquainted with every pass and path on the 
eastern frontier, as a life of constant inear- 
sion and depredation* could make him. 
' The Scottish army had fixed their camp 
upon a hill called Flodden, which risea to 
close in, as it were, the extoisive flai called 
Millifield Plaiii. This eminence slopes steep- 
ly towards the plain, and there is an extend* 
ed piece tif level ground on the top, where 
the Scots might have drawn up thrir anny« 
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and awailed) at great advantage, the attack 
of the English. Surrey liked the idea of 
an aseaolt on that position so ill, that he re- 
served to try whether he eould not prevail 
0n the Kixig to abandon it* He sent a he^ 
pdd to Invite James to come down from the 
Might, and join battle in.the open plain of 
Bfillfield below — ^reminded him of the rea- 
jdiness with which he had accepted his for- 
jUb^r challenge — and hinted, that it was the 
ii^llion of Uie English chivalry assembled 
&T battle, that any^elay of the encouAter 
•Wdttld eonnd to the King's dishonoar. 
. ,We have seen that James w^ sufficiently 
«rash and imprndeiU;, but his impietuosity did 
not reach to the >pitch Surrey perhaps ex- 
.pected. He refused to receive the messen- 
^r into his presence, and returned for anr 
«wer to the message, that it was not such 
as it became an Earl to send to a King* 

Surrey, therefore, distressed- for provi- 
•eioiis, was obliged to resort to, another mode 
of bringing the Scots to action. He mor 
ved northward, sweeping round the hill of 
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Flodden, keepiti^ out of the reaek of dM 
Scottish artilleiy, until, crossing the Till 
near Twisell Castle, he placed himself, wkh 
his whole army, betwixt James and hie own 
kingdom. The King suffered him to mrire 
this flank movement wiliiout intenruption, 
though it must hare afforded repeated and 
advantageous opportunities f6r attack. But 
when he saw the English army interposed 
betwixt him and his domiidons, be be'' 
came alarmed lest he should be cut off ftoA 
Scotland. In this apprebdnsion he Was con*> 
finned by one Giles MusgraTC) an EngHalii<'> 
man, whose counsel he used upon the oc- 
casion, and who assured bim^ that if k6 
cKd not descend and fight with the Bng^iek 
army, the Eatl of Surrey Wotold enter Sdoth 
land, and lay waste the whole country. SMh 
mulated by this apprehension, the Kingt^' 
solved to give signal for the fatid baltle. • 
With this view the Scots set fire to their 
huts, and the other refuse and litter of tb^ 
camp. The smoke spread akmg the side of 
the hill, and under its cover the army of 
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King James deso^ded 4he eminence, WbiiAt 
in mueh lees steep on the northern th^n the 
southern side, while the English advance^ 
to meet them, both coneealed from eaeh 
other by the clouds of smoke. 

The Scots descended in ft>ur strong co-r 
lumns, all marching parallel to efich other» 
having a reserve of the Lothian men com** 
mwded by Earl BothweU. The English 
yrete also divided into four bodies, with a 
reserve of cavalry led. by Dacre*. 
. The first which encountered was* the left^ 
wing of the Soots, c<Hnmaiid«d. by the Earl 
of Hontly and Lord Home, which over* 
powered and threw into disorder the right 
wing of the English, under Sir Edmund 
Howard. Sir Edmund was beaten down, hit| 
standard taken, and he himself in dai^eir 
pf instant death, when he was relieved by 
the Bastard Heron, who came ^p f^t the 
head of a band of determined outlaws like 
• himself, and extricated Howard. It is oIh 
jected to the Lord Home by many Scot- 
tish writers, .that he ought to have improved 
. u 2 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



884 BATFLfi Of FliODDEN. 

Uii Advantage, by hastoBing to iho rappnii 
of the next division of the Scottish army* 
It is even pretended, that he repfied to those 
who urg^ed him to go to the assistance of 
the King, that << the man did well that day 
who stood and saved himself." But this 
seems an invention to criminate Home, and 
to account for the loss of the batfle in some 
other way than by the superiority of the 
English. In realily, the English cavalry^ 
under Dacre, which acted as a reserve^ 
appear to have kept the victors in check, 
while Thomas Howm*d, the Lord High Ad^ 
miral, who commanded the second division 
of the English, bore down, and routed die 
Scottish division commanded by Crawford 
and Montrose, who were both slain. Thus 
matters went on the Scottish left. 

Upon the extreme right of James's army^ 
a division of Highlanders, consisting of the 
clans of Mackenzie, Maclean, and others, 
commanded by the Earl of Lennox and 
Argyle, were so insufferably annoyed by 
the volleys of the English arrows, that diey 
broke their ranks, and, in despite of the 
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cries, eiitPflatieB, and rigHals of Do k Mdtto^' 
the French ambassador, who endeavoured 
to stop them, rushed tumultuously down 
hill, and being attacked at once in flank 
and rear by Sir Edward Stanley, with the 
men of Cheshire and Lancashire, were rout^ 
ed with great slaughter. 

The only Scots division which remains td 
be mentioned, was commanded l^ James in 
person, and conristed of the choicest of his 
nobles and gentry, whose armour was so 
good, that the arrows made but slight im-^ 
pression upon them. They wara all on foot 
•-*^the King himself had parted with his horse. 
They engi^ed the Earl of Surrey, who oppo-> 
sed to them the division which he personally 
commanded. The Scots attacked with the 
greatest fury, and, for a time, had the bet- 
ter. Surrey's squadrons were disordered^ 
his standard in great danger, Bothwell and 
the Scots reserve were coming up, and the 
Bnglish seemed in some risk of losing the 
battle. But Stanley, who had defeated the 
Highlanders, came up on one flank of the 
King's division ; the Admiral, who bad con- 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



S86 B ATTJUE ,OF IfXOODE V. 

qmrad CrmwfDDd and Mpniroaey aasailed 
them on the oilier. The SootB showed the 
meet undaunted ooumge. Uniting them-* 
selves with the reserve under Bothwdl» 
they formed themselves into a circle^ with 
their spears extended on. every side^ and 
fought obstinately* Bows being now use-* 
less, the English advanced on all sides, with, 
their bills^a huge weapon which made ghastr 
ly wounds. But tb^y coqld xuA force the 
Scots either to break or retire, although the 
carnage among them was dreadful. J^smes 
himself died..amid his warlike peers . and 
k>yal gentry. He was twice wounded with 
arxows, and, at length, dispatched witk a 
bill. Night fell without the battle being 
absolutely decided, for the .Scottbh. centre 
kept their ground, andHome and Dacre held 
each other at bay. But during the night, the 
remainder of the Sc<M^tish army drew off in 
silent despair from the. bloody field, on which 
th^y left their King, and their choicest no^ 
bles and gentlemen. 

This great and decisive victory was gain- 
ed by the Earl of Swrcy on 9th September 
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151B« The vtetorg lost af>oiit fivv tbmi^ 
BiODid men— ^the Soots twiee that namber at 
leMt Bat tha Iom lay not so much in tiio 
number of the Bbun, as in their rank and 
quality. The Engliih loet Tery few meH 
of diatinctioii. The Scots left on the field 
the Eing, two Bishcq^ two mitred Abbots^ 
twelve Barls, thirteen Lords, and five eldest 
sons of Peers* The nnmber of genUemM 
skin was beyond eaiculation |-<^there is 
seareely a fiimily of name in Scottbh his^ 
tory who did not lose a relation ^re. 

The Soots were mueh disposed to dis- 
pute the fast, that James IV. had fallen <m 
Hodden Field. Some said he had retired 
fvom the kingdom, and made a pilgrimage 
to Jerusalem. Others pretendedi that in 
the twilight, when the fight was ni^ ends* 
ed, four tall horsemen came into the fidd, 
having eaoh a baneh of straw on the point 
(^ their spears, as a token for them to know 
each other by. They said these men monnt^ 
ed the King on a don hackney, and that he 
was seen to cross the Tweed with them 
at night-fall. Nobody pretended to say what 
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iihey did 'widi tum^ but it was bdievedht 
.was murdered in Home Castle ; and I re- 
collect, about forty years since, that there 
.'was a report, that in cleaning Xbe draw* 
well of Uiat ruinous f ortress, the workmen 
found a skeleton wrapt in a bull's hide, and 
having a belt of iron round the wmst There 
was, howevor, no truth in this rumour. It 
was this belt of iron, which the Scots found- 
ed upon to prove^ that the body of Janiee 
4^illd not have fallen into the hands 0i the 
English^ since they either had not that token 
Jto show^or.did not produce it* They con- 
(tended, thwefore, that the body over which 
liho enemy triumphedt was not that of James 
Idmself, but of one of his attendants, seve* 
9ral of whom, they said, were dressed in hii 
jirmottr. 

, But all these are idle fitbles, invented and 
.believed because the vulgar love what is 
mystmous, and readily gave credit to what 
tended to deprive their enemies of so signal 
a trophy of victory. The reports are con* 
trary to common sense. Lord Home was 
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tbe Chamberldn of James IV., ancl higfr 
in bis confidence. He bad notbing what-' 
eyer to gain by tbe King's deatb, and tbere- 
fore we must acquit bim of a great crime, 
for wbich tbere could be no adequate mo^ 
tive. Tbe consequence of James's deatb 
proved, in fact, to be tbe Earl's ruin, as we 
i^ball see presently. 

It seems true, tiiat tbe King usually wore 
tbe cbain of iron in token of bis repentance 
for bis fatber's deatb, and tbe sbare be bad 
in it. But it is not nnlikAly tbat be would 
lay aside sucb a cumbrous article of dress 
in a day of battle ; or the Englisb may bave 
found it, and tbrown it aside as of no value. 
Tbe body wbicb tbe Englisb affirm to bave 
been tbat of James, was found on tbe field 
by Lord Dacre, and carried by him to Ber- 
wick, and presented to Surrey. Both of 
these Lords knew James's person too well 
to be mistaken. The body was also acknow- 
ledged by his two favourite attendants^ Sir 
"William Scott, and Sir John Forman, who 
wept at beholding it. 

The fate of these relics was singular and 
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degmdiBg. 'Hiey were not oommitted to 
the tombi for the Pope, being «t tliat time 
in «Q alliance with England against France, 
bad laid James under a senteaee of ex- 
oommnnieation, so that no priest dared pro- 
nettnce the fbneral service over them. The 
vojral oorpse was dierefore embalmed, «nd 
sent to the monastery of Sheen in Sur- 
rey. It lay there till the Reformation, when 
the monastery was given to the Duke of 
Suffolk; and after that period, the body, 
which was lapped up in a sheet of lead, was 
suffered to toss about the house like a pi^ce 
of useless lumber. Stowe, the historian, 
saw it flui^ into a waste room among old 
pieces of wood, lead, and other rubbish. 
Some idle workmen, <^ for their foolish plea* 
sure," says the same writer, hewed off the 
bead; and one Lancelot Young, master- 
glasier to Queen Elizabeth, finding a sweet 
amell come from thence, owing, doubtless, 
•to the spices used for embalming the body, 
carried the head home, and kept it for some 
time ; but in the end, caused the sexton of 
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Saint Michaers, Wood Street, to bury it in 
the chamel-boase. 

Sach was the end of that King once 8o 
proud and powerful. The fatal battle of 
Flodden, in which he was slaiut and his 
army destroyed, is justly considered as one 
of the most calamitous events in Scottish 
history. 



END OF VOLUME SECOND. 
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